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Introduction

The marking team were very pleased with this summer's candidates' responses and would 
congratulate both the candidates and their teachers on all the hard work and the high 
standards that have been achieved.
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Question 1

The translation exercise tests a variety of grammatical structures with the emphasis on 
accuracy and no acceptance of paraphrasing.  Spelling, syntax and grammar must be 
completely accurate and there is no reward for creative writing. The mark scheme consists 
of 30 discrete elements or 'boxes' that are either right or wrong with no half marks and 
the final raw mark out of 30 is then transferred to a grid that converts it to a final mark 
out of 10. The content of the translation is firmly based on one of the General Topic Areas 
as published in the Specification and the grammatical structures tested also correspond to 
what the Specification demands of the candidates.

Section A

This summer's translation proved to be a challenging exercise, although many candidates 
coped well and most scored more than 4 marks out of 10. There were, however, a number 
of paraphrases when the correct structure or vocabulary could not be brought to mind.  
There was a wide range of ability with 1 or 2 as the lowest mark and a few candidates with 
full marks. 

The opening use of 'era' was on the whole accurately rendered, although a number of 
candidates offered 'estaba' which was marked wrong. Alternatives to 'joven' that were 
accepted included 'pequeño' and structures such as 'En mi juventud' or 'De joven' were 
also accepted. 'A menudo', 'frecuentemente', and  'muchas veces' were all accepted as a 
correct translation of 'often', although 'a veces' or 'de vez en cuando' were not. A number 
of candidates did not know the verb 'soñar' or, if they knew the verb, had no idea how to 
conjugate it, providing several examples of 'sueñaría' and 'sueñía'. Several candidates did 
not know that the appropriate preposition to accompany 'soñar' is 'con', not 'en' or 'de'.  
A number of candidates attempted to copy the English present participle as 'viajando a' 
instead of using the correct infinitive. 'Faraway' proved difficult for some who could not get 
beyond 'lejos'. 'Last year' was widely successful although the few who got it wrong offered 
'El último año' instead; one candidate offered 'el año pesado'. Most candidates knew 'sueño' 
and there were many successful renderings of 'became reality'; alternative suggestions 
included 'se hizo realidad', 'se volvió realidad', 'se realizó' and 'se tornó realidad'. Few 
candidates knew 'puesto que' and most offered 'porque' which was accepted. However 'por 
que' written as two words was rejected as was any attempt at using 'desde'. The 'acabar de' 
construction was not widely known but the examiners accepted 'recientemente he pasado' 
and similar varieties such as 'recién pasé'. Some candidates still cannot distinguish between 
'pasar' and 'gastar'. The next three boxes in the mark scheme generally scored well. 'Nine 
months working' proved to be straightforward as did 'at a school', although candidates who 
wrote 'a un instituto' were penalised. Various alternative renderings of 'in South America' 
were accepted, including 'en Sudamérica, Suramérica, América del sur' and even an 
adjective such as 'suramericano' without the 'en' of course. Some candidates did not read 
the passage they were asked to translate, some offering 'Africa del sur' and even 'el sud de 
los estados unidos'.
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'I could not have imagined' proved a challenge for most candidates who made brave 
attempts such as 'podía haber imaginado' which did not score; the subjunctive or 
conditional construction was the one required here - 'no hubiera/hubiese podido imaginar', 
'no pudiera/pudiese haber inmaginado' ,  'no podría haber imaginado' or 'no habría podido 
imaginar'.  Most candidates knew 'pobreza' although some attempted 'pobredad' and 
the most common error with 'suffering' was to spell the Spanish word with a double 'f', 
mirroring the English. The preterite 'encontré' was needed in the following box, although 
the examiners also accepted 'hallé' and 'descubrí'. The essential accent on 'Sólo' was often 
missing and those who consequently wrote the adjectival form rather than the adverbial 
one lost the mark; 'Solamente' was also accepted and even 'Apenas'. 'I had been working' 
required either the imperfect of the verb coupled with the imperfect form of 'desde hacía' 
or the pluperfect construction 'había estado trabajando;  the use of 'sido' was of course 
rejected as was 'había trabajado'. Most candidates scored the mark with 'unas semanas' or 
'algunas semanas'. There are still several candidates who spell 'cuando' as 'quando', almost 
certainly mixing their knowledge of French with that of Spanish, and the construction 'to 
realise' or 'darse cuenta de que' led to a number of marks being lost.  Attempts such as 
'realicé' were incorrect. Most candidates successfully wrote 'estos niños' or 'estos chicos' 
but some are still unaware of the difference between 'estos' and 'esos'. Common mistakes 
with 'eran los afortunados' led to 'fueron los afortunados' or 'eran los fortunados'. An 
impressive number of candidates knew 'rescatados' or 'salvados' , although some guessed 
at 'grabados', and 'las calles' gave the weaker candidates the chance to score a mark.  The 
final sentence began with a subjunctive expression 'Cuando haya terminado' or 'Cuando 
termine' but too many candidates simply wrote 'Cuando he terminado' which failed to score.   
The next box 'my studies' should have been easily accessible, but some candidates misread 
it as 'mis exámenes' and therefore lost a mark through carelessness. 'Espero volver' was 
widely successful although some candidates, anticipating yet another subjunctive expression 
following the verb 'to hope', were too ambitious  and offered 'espero que vea' which was 
incorrect. The personal 'a' was frequently missing from 'and see the friends' and the final 
mistake was to confuse the verb 'conocer' with 'saber'.
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  Translation is a specialised skill and 
requires practice and care.  It is 
important to read the passage fi rst in 
order to get a clear idea of the content 
and then to work carefully, checking 
accents and spellings in particular.  

Examiner Tip

      This is an example of an excellent 
candidate who scored the full 10 
marks for the translation exercise, 
with only one 'box' marked wrong.  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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General Information 

Candidates were required to write one essay of 240 - 270 words in Spanish from a choice 
of 3 Creative Essay titles and 4 Discursive Essay titles. All of the essay titles are based on 
the 4 General Topic Areas as published in the Specification. There are 4 Assessment grids 
with their sets of descriptors; 3 of these grids are common to both Creative and Discursive 
essays and they are: Organisation and Development (15 marks), Range and Application 
of Language (10 marks) and Accuracy (5 marks). There are 2 separate grids, both headed 
Understanding and Response (15 marks), one for the Creative essays and the other for the 
Discursive essays and these 2 grids have subtle distinctions in their respective descriptors. 
The Creative essays are credited for their relevance and their imaginative response to 
the title while the Discursive essays are assessed according to how well the candidate 
has understood the question and all its implications; this means that candidates should 
write a balanced essay that considers both sides of the question or argument and that 
reaches an infomed, logical conclusion. The Organisation and Development assessment 
grid rewards the candidate's ability to plan and structure the chosen essay so that there is 
a coherent sequence of ideas or arguments that leads to a logical conclusion. The Range 
and Application of Language assessment grid gives credit to the candidate for the ability to 
demonstrate the use and manipulation of rich, complex language in an appropriate register.  
Finally, the Accuracy assessment grid is self evident and the descriptors focus on clear 
communication and a high degree of linguistic accuracy.

Question 2 (a)

This question gave the candidates the opportunity to write a scripted conversation between 
a son or daughter and his/her parents on a topic that would be familiar to both students 
and their parents. The best essays were written using natural language with a good range 
of appropriate idiomatic language and vocabulary. There were some good and convincingly 
written conversations, often using idiomatic and lively language. This question clearly 
captured the imagination of candidates who may be about to go through the same process 
as the characters in their essays and who usually provided convincing arguments as to why 
they should be allowed to take a gap year and go travelling. A few, who had clearly not 
read the rubric carefully, chose to deal with the topic more as a narrative than a scripted 
dialogue and lost marks accordingly for Understanding and Response. Other candidates lost 
marks because they failed to read the question properly and di not involve both 'padres'.  
There were also some who used up too many words setting the scene or writing a narrative 
account instead of concentrating on the direct speech of a dialogue.
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Always read the question carefully and make sure that all the 
implications of the question have been addressed.   Plan the essay 
before beginning to write and set it out logically, preferably with 
a new line for each different speaker.  Finally check to ensure 
that the language used is appropriate, in this case natural and 
idiomatic, and check the fi nished essay for accuracy of tenses, 
spelling and grammatical constructions.

Always read the question carefully and make sure that all the 
Examiner Tip

This is an example of a candidate who has not read the rubric carefully enough 
before beginning to write. Candidates were asked to write a conversation between 
a young person and his/her parents and this candidate spends about half the essay 
writing narrative and only involves one parent. As a consequence, marks have been 
lost for Understanding and Response.  

Total score : 31 / 45

The breakdown of marks is:

Understanding and Response: 11

Organisation and Development: 11

Range and Application of Language : 6, Accuracy: 3

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates were expected to continue the story as a narrative in the past tense. The 
responses were varied and imaginative, ranging from an attempt at a crime story such 
as a kidnap to a perfectly innocent explanation and account. There were some vivid and 
extremely imaginative stories and the language was often of a high standard of accuracy, 
scoring good marks for range and application of language. Some candidates lost marks 
for getting carried away by the storyline and therefore not sticking to the word limit.  
There were also several examples of incoherent development of the story or of the ending 
being too hurried and abrupt and not quite fitting in with the rest of the narrative as the 
candidates ran out of time or words. Careful planning is needed for a successful short story 
such as this.
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  If you are attempting to write an imaginative story,  it must be well 
planned and develop logically.  Think through the story clearly before 
you begin and make sure that it is clear for the reader to follow.  
Avoid improbable or surreal writing; an essay and even a ghost story can 
be inventive and imaginative without losing credibility.  

  If you are attempting to write an imaginative story,  it must be well 

Examiner Tip

  This is a good example of a candidate who has a wide range of vocabulary and a 
good command of language. The story is well planned, vividly descriptive and the 
candidate displays a keen eye for detail. The ghost story is engaging and ends on 
a cliffhanger, leaving the reader interested enough to want to know what happens 
next. A fi ne piece of writing. 

   Total score : 40 / 45 

   The breakdown of marks is: 

   Understanding and Response: 13 

   Organisation and Development: 12 

   Range and Accuracy of Language: 10 , Accuracy: 5 

Examiner Comments

  This is a good example of a candidate who has a wide range of vocabulary and a 
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)

This question proved to be both topical and popular in the light of the recent disasters in 
Haiti and Japan. Candidates were expected to imagine that they were working with an 
international team helping the victims of a natural disaster such as an earthquake, floods 
or a Tsunami. There were some excellent imaginative responses with perceptive insights 
into the suffering of the victims and the emotional feelings of the rescue workers.  Some 
candidates failed to read the title of the essay carefully and wrote accounts of their holiday 
experience, describing the effects of a natural disaster on their hotel and the subsequent 
efforts to evacuate them to safety. However, most coped well and produced graphic, 
convincing imaginative accounts that were fully relevant and interesting to read.
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   It is important to read the essay title carefully and to ensure that all the 
implications of the question have been addressed.   Try to provide a variety 
of insights into the problems experienced and use your imagination to put 
yourself into the context in order to describe graphically the emotions you 
might feel under such circumstances.  Careful planning and paragraphing  as 
well as close attention to detail and care with language helps to produce a 
clear, logical and interesting essay.  

Examiner Tip

  This is an imaginative and sensitively written essay in which the candidate 
provides a graphic account not only of the natural disaster in Haiti and the 
suffering of the victims but also of the diffi culties faced by the rescue teams in 
coping with emergency against the breakdown of law and order. The essay has 
been carefully planned and paragraphed and is convincingly written with a clear 
expression of the emotions of compassion, frustration and anger. 

   Total score : 38 / 45 

   The breakdown of marks is : 

   Understanding and Response : 13 

   Organisation and Development : 12 

   Range and Application of Language : 8 

   Accuracy : 5     

Examiner Comments

  This is an imaginative and sensitively written essay in which the candidate 
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (d)

Candidates were expected to consider both the benefits and disadvantages of modern 
technology and its effects upon traditional culture, foe example the sending of e-mails and 
text messaging with their effects on the art of conversation, the use of the internet and 
the consequent effect on reading habits or the reliance on video games and television for 
entertainment and the effect this may have on the social and imaginative development 
of children. On the positive side, several candidates considered the advances in medicine 
and ease of access to information through the internet. Some stronger candidates also 
considered the effects of globalisation promoted by technology such as internet advertising 
and sales, resulting in everyone seeing the same television programmes and buying the 
same products so that traditional cultures and differences between countries are slowly 
disappearing. In general, students had a wide knowledge of technology-based vocabulary 
and were clearly engaged by this topic. Some of the essays tended to discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of modern technology in general without focusing on its 
effects on traditional culture. The candidates were expected to write a balanced essay with a 
clear structure and an informed, logical conclusion.
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  When writing a discursive essay it is important to give equal weight 
to both sides of the argument before reaching an informed, logical 
conclusion. It is also important to keep the word count in mind and 
not to waste words unnecessarily in the introduction.  

Examiner Tip

  This essay addresses some of the implications of the question but is somewhat 
limited in its attempts to balance arguments. The opening paragraph is too wordy 
and essentially re-states the title. Reference to traditional culture is mentioned in 
passing and not explained fully enough. Some of the arguments are unconvincing 
and the positive aspects of technology are confi ned to a very brief fi nal paragraph.   

   Total score : 28 / 45 

   The breakdown of marks is :  

   Understanding and Response : 9 

   Organisation and Development : 9 

   Range and Application of Language : 6 ,    Accuracy : 4  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 2 (e)

Candidates were expected to consider all aspects of the problem of discipline in schools 
and most of the responses focused on the importance of respect both towards the teachers 
as well as that given to the students by the teachers in the way in which they treat them.   
Consideration was also given to the role of the parents and the family in fostering patterns 
of behaviour as well as the quality of the curriculum that the students received.  This 
proved to be a relevant topic for most candidates who often provided anecdotal evidence 
for the points they were making.  Students had many ideas as to where the blame lies for 
the lack of discipline in schools and these included the teachers, social change, gaming 
technologies and violence in the media, peer pressure, changes in the law concerning 
the rights of teachers and students, parents, the economy and the students themselves.  
Again, candidates were expected to write a balanced essay that considered all sides of the 
problem, a clear structure and an informed, logical conclusion.
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  When writing a discursive essay it is important to consider all aspects of the 
question with a considered and thoughtful appreciation of arguments on both 
sides leading to an informed and logical conclusion.  

Although this essay at fi rst sight seems well planned and paragraphed, the 
ideas rend to ramble in an unstrcted manner and more attention is given to 
describing the problems rather than focusing on the causes. The concluding 
paragraph, in a simplistic manner, tends to dismiss all other possibilites and 
somewhat illogically attributes all the blame to the parents.

Total score: 24/75
The breakdown of marks is:
Understanding and Response: 7
Organisation and Development: 8
Range and Application of Language: 6
Accuracy: 3

Examiner Tip

Examiner Comments

Although this essay at fi rst sight seems well planned and paragraphed, the 
Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (f)

Candidates were expected to consider whether or not violence could be justified as a 
political solution and there were several good examples of balanced views taking recent and 
historical events into account. Reference was frequently made to the troubles in Northern 
Ireland, the twin towers carastrophe of 9/11, the Iraq war, the UN involvement in Libya and 
the Afghanistan  conflict as well as the terrorist outrages in Spain and the UK. Some also 
referred to recent student protests in the UK against the rise in university tuition fees and in 
Spain against the economic situation and the strategy of the government. Some candidates 
also referred to the Second World War and Chamberlain's attempts at appeasement and the 
subsequent war with Germany to overthrow the Nazi regime and a few mentioned Mahatma 
Ghandi's policy of peaceful protest in India. There were some very good essays thaty 
included a range of historical and current political case studies as evidence for the points 
being made. Again, a balanced argument and a clear structure leading to a logical, informed 
conclusion was expected.
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  Before attempting to write a discursive essay it is essential to produce a 
plan that marshals the arguments for and against in a structured and logical 
way. This can be done by the use of mind maps, for instance, or two separate 
columns headed For and Against. The format of the essay will then become 
clear and the use of discrete paragraphs will then lead logically to an informed 
and balanced conclusion.  

Examiner Tip

  This is an example of a well planned and thoughtfully constructed essay that considers both 
sides of the argument in turn with specifi c examples to illustrate the points being made.   
Despite the crossings out and insertion of additional words, the essay is clear to read and the 
arguments are well developed. 
 
  Total score : 37 / 45 
   The breakdown of marks is : 
   Understanding and Response : 13 
   Organisation and Development : 13 
   Range and Application of Language : 7 
   Accuracy : 4  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 2 (g)

Again this essay proved to be both topical and popular in the light of recent scandals 
surrounding celebrities such as Wayne Rooney, Ryan Giggs and Pete Doherty.  Candidates 
were once more expected to produce a balanced argument with points both for and against 
the statement.  The responses focused on the argument that celebrities were justified 
in earning huge sums of money because of the pleasure they give to their fans and the 
sacrifices they make in giving up their rights to privacy. Conversely, candidates also 
questioned the values of a society that rewards its heroes and heroines and the lifestyles 
they lead while offering poor or modest salaries to vocational workers such as nurses, 
doctors and teachers. Weaker candidates either only presented one side of the argument 
or focused on too limited a number of points without putting the assertion of the title into a 
wider socio-economic context. Candidates were expected to write a balanced essay that was 
well structured and that reached a logical, informed conclusion.
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  There were plenty of examples to draw from in topical press reports and most 
candidates made appropriate references. As with all discursive essays it is essential 
to plan a balanced essay, giving equal weight to both sides of the argument, and to 
reach a logical, informed conclusion.  

Examiner Tip

  This is a carefully constructed and well argued essay that is tightly written and logically 
developed. Reference to specifi c examples would have helped to clinch the arguments.  
However, both sides of the argument are addressed and the conclusion is concise and to the 
point. 
 
  Total score : 37 / 45 
   Understanding and Response : 12 
   Organisation and Development : 13 
   Range and Application of Language : 8 
   Accuracy : 4  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 3 (a)

The Research-based Essay requires the student to have prepared information on one of 
four areas of research: Geographical Area, Historical Study, Aspects of Modern Spanish- 
Speaking Society or Literature and the Arts. Beneath each of these headings in the 
Specification there are a number of sub-headings which prescribe clearly all the aspects of 
the topic that need to be addressed.  Research requires the collection, sifting and analysis of 
information gleaned from a variety of sources, notably the internet but also perhaps books, 
magazines and newspaper articles. Students are expected to consult Spanish sources and 
materials in the conduct of their research. With Literature and the Arts, however, a critical 
reading and analysis of the text or film would in itself reflect evidence of research - ie the 
difference between reading a book or watching a film purely for entertainment and pleasure 
and studying the text or film critically and analytically. Candidates may well find additional 
information and ideas, however, from critical guides, other reading matter and internet 
sites. The word count of 240 - 270 words is restrictive but titles, quotations in inverted 
commas, proper names, numbers and statistical data, bibliographies and footnotes that do 
not turn into an extension of the essay itself are all excluded. The mark scheme is clear and 
two-thirds of the marks are awarded for Reading, Research and Understanding.  Canidates 
are expected to demonstrate thorough understanding of the implications of the title of 
the essay, relevance and clear evidence of in-depth reading and research. At all times 
the content of the essay must focus on Spanish-speaking culture; Geographical essays 
that explored pollution in London and Boris Johnson's efforts to find solutions and History 
essays that concentrated on Stalin's purges and their effects on Russian society scored no 
marks. Organisation and Development is worth 9 marks and this rewards the candidate's 
ability to plan and structure the essay in such a way that it answers the question fully 
and provides a logical development of relevant ideas supported by evidence for the points 
being made and leading to an informed conclusion. Finally, Quality of Language  credits 
the candidate's accuracy and fluency in the target language so that communication is 
maintained throughout using a wide variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures.

Candidates were required to focus on a specific Spanish-speaking region or city, to give 
detailed information about one of the main environmental problems experienced by that 
area and to report on efforts being made to solve the problem.  Many essays dealt with 
problems such as forest fires and drought and some addressed the environmental effects 
of tourism on the areas chosen for research.  Quite a few candidates offered a whole range 
of environmental problems that occur almost anywhere whereas the question required 
concentration on 'el mayor problema medioambiental'. In this respect, several essays based 
on the 2002 Prestige oil slick of Galicia fitted the bill.  Specific information and data was 
required to demonstrate adequately evidence of in-depth reading and research rather than 
wide, unspecific generalisations. Some doubtful refernces were attributed loosely to 'el sitio 
web Greenpeace'. 'el sitio web Renault' or 'el sitio web Wikipedia', often linked to dubious 
statistics such as that the temperature of Madrid is rising by 3 degrees per annum. One 
candidate confused Granada with Grenada and, after mentioning all sorts of interesting 
details about what was plainly the city of Granada, then went on to refer to the devastating 
effects of hurricanes Ivan and Emily on the city. Candidates who wrote about tsunamis in 
Japan and problems in Lincolnshire had clearly not been given the correct guidance. The 
best essays were full of detail and referred to specific incidents that could only have been 
known about from careful research into the area chosen. 
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When writing a Research-based Essay it is important to support the points that 
you make with several specifi c and detailed examples gleaned from careful 
reading and research.  Avoid wide generalisations that can be made without any 
research having been undertaken.

Examiner Tip

This essay focuses on the environmental problems experienced by the Valencia 
region of Spain and in particular drought and the threat of fi res during the hot 
summer months. There is evidence of some good understanding of the problems 
through  reading and research and reference is made to the efforts of the 
mayoress of Valencia to fi nd viable solutions to the problem of drought and to 
examples of fi res that were reported in the Alicante region.  

Total score : 31 / 45

The breakdown of marks is :

Reading, Research and Understanding : 19

Organisation and Development : 7

Quality of Language : 5

Examiner Comments

This essay focuses on the environmental problems experienced by the Valencia 
Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were asked to evaluate the historical period they had studied and then to assess 
its significance in the development of the country. Most chose Spain and in particular the 
period of the Second Republic (1931 - 1936), the Civil War (1936 - 1939) the economic 
'milagro' and the Pacto de Madrid in the 1950s or the period immediately following the 
death of Franco (1975) and the transition to democracy.  Most provided plenty of historical 
data but a number failed to address adequately the second part of the question that 
required an assessment of the importance of the event or events that occurred during the 
chosen period in the subsequent development of the country. The best essays had been 
thoroughly researched, provided a substantial amount of  in-depth information and went on 
to analyse effectively the significance of those key events in the evolution of the country.
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  When writing an historical essay you need to have a good grasp of factual 
information and to present that information in a structured, well-developed 
manner.  The essay also needs to address all aspects of the title and to be 
written in a well-planned, structured manner.  

Examiner Tip

  This candidate has chosen as the period of history to be studied the years of the Franco 
dictatorship, 1939 - 1945, and in particular the important turning-point of the 'Pacto de 
Madrid' which gave rise to the 'milagro español'. The essay is packed with precise detail, 
although the development of ideas becomes rather patchy and less well structured in the 
latter half of the composition.  It does deal, however, with both aspects of the title - an 
evaluation of the historical period and the signifi cance it had in the subsequent development 
of the country.  
 
  Total score : 34 / 45 
   The breakdown of marks is : 
   Reading, Research and Understanding : 24 
   Organisation and Development : 6 
   Quality of Language : 4  

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates were expected to focus on evaluating one of the main problems that affect 
perople in the contemporary  Spanish-speaking society that they had studied. This was 
not the most popular topic for research despite the wide-ranging possibilities afforded by 
the title. A number of essays focused on the current economic climate and its effects on 
standards of living in Spain and quite a few chose to write about the changing status of 
women in modern Spain following the end of the dictatorship in 1975. The best essays 
provided a good deal of data to support the points that were being made, for example 
specific reference to the Spanish Constitution and subsequent laws that had been passed 
by successive governments, thereby showing clear evidence of in-depth reading and 
research.   Others chose to write about social problems in South America, for example the 
topical news items describing drug warfare between trafficking gangs in Mexico and the 
effect this is having on the population. Weaker candidates wrote very superficial essays 
full of generalisations that could apply to any contemporary society and with no specific 
information to support their assertions.
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It is important to demonstrate in a Research-based Essay that you have carried out 
in-depth reading and research and that you have plenty of specifi c information to 
offer.  
Rambling  generalisations that show little or no evidence of detailed research will 
not attract high marks.

Examiner Tip

This candidate has chosen to focus on poverty in Bogotá and in particular on the 
social problem of the street children abandoned by their parents.  However there is 
little evidence of in-depth reading and research until the fi nal paragraph that deals 
with  the foundation that has been established to give hope to these children.  The essay 
is rambling and repetitive with no clear detail or sequence of ideas.

Total score : 21 /45
The breakdown of marks is :
Reading, Research and Understanding : 13
Organisation and Development : 5
Quality of Language : 3 

Examiner Comments

This candidate has chosen to focus on poverty in Bogotá and in particular on the 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (d)

This proved to be the most popular choice for a Research-based Essay.   Candidates were 
expected to focus on the central theme of the text or film that they had studied and to 
assess its relevance for today. More students chose to write about a film than about a 
novel or a play and there was a wide variety of answers. A few candidates mentioned the 
views of critics or other sources beyond the texts or films themselves and some provided 
bibliographies but most confined their answers to an analytical evaluation of the text or film 
itself.  

From the wide variety of literary texts and films that had been studied the following is a 
selection of the most popular choices made:

TEXTS

'Como agua para chocolate'  -  Laura Esquivel

'Crónica de una muerte anunciada'  -  García Márquez 

'El coronel no tiene quien le escriba'  -  García Márquez

'La Casa de Bernarda Alba'  -  García Lorca

'Yerma'  -  García Lorca

'Bodas de Sangre'  -  García Lorca

'Las bicicletas son para el verano'  -  Fernán Gómez

All of the above represented traditional, conservative choices made from the legacy of the 
old Specification list of prescribed set texts and topics but it was refreshing to come across 
more adventurous areas of literary study and research that included the following:

'La casa de los espíritus'  -  Isabel Allende

'Un día de éstos'  -  García Márquez  (a short story from the collection 'Los funerales de la 
Mamá Grande')

'El príncipe destronado'  -  Miguel Delibes

'La Regenta'  -  Leopoldo Alas  (Clarín)

'El sí de las niñas'  -  Moratín

'Historia de una escalera'  -  Buero Vallejo

'El alcalde de Zalamea'  -  Calderón

'La sombra del viento'  -  Ruiz Zafón

'Relato de un  naúfrago'  -  García Márquez

'El oro de los sueños'  -  José María Merino

FILMS
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'El laberinto del fauno'  '  Guillermo del Toro  (2006) - a very popular choice

'El espinazo del diablo'  -  Guillermo del Toro  (2001)

'Volver'  -  Almodóvar  (2006)

'Todo sobre mi madre'  -  Almodóvar  (2009)

'Hable con ella'  -  Almodóvar  (2002)

'Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios'  '  -  Almodóvar  (2008)

'Diarios de Motocicleta'  (Che Guevara)  -  Salles  (2004)

'De prisa de prisa'  -  Saura  (1981)

'Carmen'  -  Saura  (1984)

'Historia oficial'  -  Puenzo  (1985)

'Nosotros los pobres'  -  (Mexico 1948)  -  Rodríguez

'Los otros'  -  Amenábar  (2001)

'Mar adentro'   -  Amenábar  (2004)  -  its central theme of euthanasia provided plenty of 
scope for the second part of the question that explored the relevance of the theme to today

'Celda 2001'  -  Monzón  (2009)

'Los ojos de Julia'  -  Morales  (2010)

'Un franco catorce pesetas'  -  Iglesias  (2006)

Los fantasmas de Goya'  -  Forman  (2006)

'El método'  -  Piñeyro  (2005)

'Las trece rosas'  -  Martínez  (2007)

'El secreto de sus ojos'  -  Campanella  (2009)

'El orfanato'  -  Bayona  (2007)

'El lápiz del carpintero'  -  Reixa  (2002)

'Sin nombre'  -  Fukunaga  (2009)

'María llena eres de gracia'  -  Marston  (2004)

'La lengua de las mariposas'  -  Cuerda   (1999)

There was some confusion betwen what was a 'tema' and what was a literary or artistic 
device used by the author or film director as a vehicle for expressing the theme.  Hence ' 
realismo mágico' appeared as a 'tema' and the use of 'fantasía' by Guillermo del Toro was 
also seen as a 'tema'.  Similarly 'la cocina' in 'Como agua para chocolate' was regarded by 
several candidates as the principal theme of the book whereas it is more the mechanism 
by which the author sought to express her themes.  Wide generalisation also played their 
part;  for example 'las mujeres' was considered to be the 'tema' of 'La Casa de Bernarda 
Alba'. Many candidates explored several themes, giving a general critique of the play, novel 
or film barely, if at all, mentioning the universality of the theme and its relevance to us 
today. Indeed, too many candidates tended not to answer the question as set but rather to 
use it as a starting point for an exposition of everything they could think of, including telling 
the story. Some candidates produced excessive footnotes which turned into extensions of 
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the main essay itself and were presumably intended to try to beat the word count. There 
were some serious gaps in  knowledge and understanding - for instance 'Como agua para 
chocolate' was attributed to Manuel de Carraño, of whom we have never heard, and 'La 
Casa de Bernarda Alba' apparently written during the time of Franco with Bernarda Alba 
representing Franco and Adela representing the Republic. One candidate's use of a quotation 
from 'Bodas de Sangre' gave a whole new slant to the play -  'la sangría corre más fuerte 
que el agua'. Nevertheless there were many good answers that demonstrated not only clear 
evidence of in-depth study and research but also addressed both aspects of the implications 
of the title with relevance and perception. There were also some impressive displays of 
linguistic competence suggesting a high level of preparation.
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Although it may be tempting to showcase all the knowledge that you 
have acquired through in-depth reading and research, it is essential that 
you understand exactly what the title is asking and keep all your ideas 
relevant.    

Examiner Tip

This candidate has chosen 'Bodas de Sangre' as the research project but instead of focusing 
on the principal theme of the play as the question demands, provides a survey of several 
themes including love, revenge, treason, injustice, destiny and death.   As a result the essay 
becomes a kaleidoscope of ideas with no central theme and no attempt to suggest any 
universality or relevance for today.  Clearly the candidate has read the play and is keen to 
demonstrate that knowledge but fails to ensure that the essay remains relevant to the title.

Total score : 25 / 45
The breakdown of marks is :
Reading, Research and Understanding : 16
Organisation and development : 5
Qualioty of language : 4

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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