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Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS 
Level Spanish Literature (8673), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen as far as possible to exemplify a range of different 
grades. Each response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of 
the answers. 

For ease of reference the following format for Component 4 has been adopted:

Generic mark scheme

    Question

Example candidate 
response 

Examiner comment

The generic mark scheme can be found on pages 4 and 5. Then each question is followed by an example 
of a candidate response with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are given to indicate 
where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. In this way, it 
is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still have to do to 
improve their grades.

Past papers, Principal Examiner Reports for Teachers and other teacher support materials are available on 
our Teacher Support website at http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

Component 4
Texts

duration weighting

AS Literature
2 hours 
30 mins

100%

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available on www.cie.org.uk
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Component 4 – Texts

General comment
In the examination candidates are required to write three essays. The example candidate responses 
provided in this booklet are single essays, rather than whole scripts, and exemplify particular grades on the 
assumption that the candidate has performed to the same standard across all three of his/her essays.

Examiners look for the candidate’s ability to communicate effectively in response to the question 
chosen.  Knowledge of the text and applying this successfully in a well-argued essay, which answers the 
question, is the main focus for assessment.  Any linguistic errors are ignored, provided they do not impede 
communication.

In all (a) questions in Sección primera of the question paper, Examiners expect the majority of the essay to 
be a detailed response to part (iii) of the question. Answers to parts (i) and (ii) can be fairly brief.

Generic mark scheme
Candidates must write their answers in the target language.  Examiners will look for a candidate’s ability to 
communicate effectively and will ignore linguistic errors which do not impede communication.

Passage-based questions

Examiners should consider the extent to which candidates have been able to identify the significant 
issues raised in the passage and, where appropriate, have applied these to the text as a whole.  The 
passage is a stimulus passage, to be used as a springboard to give candidates a starting point for their 
answer.  Examiners should allow candidates to use the passage as they choose, and ask themselves how 
successfully the candidates have manipulated their material and to what extent they have shown depth of 
awareness and knowledge of the workings of the text under discussion.  This is not an exercise in literary 
criticism: Examiners should reward candidates whose answers show good understanding of how a text 
works and how an author has conveyed the key issues.

Essay questions 

A prime consideration is that candidates show detailed knowledge and understanding of the text.

Extracts from Examiners’ Notes

This paper is intended to test candidates’ knowledge of a text and their ability to use this knowledge to 
answer questions in a clear and focused manner.  A sophisticated literary approach is not expected (though 
at the highest levels it is sometimes seen), but great value is placed on evidence of a firsthand response and 
thoughtful, personal evaluation of what candidates have read.  Candidates may have been encouraged to 
depend closely on prepared notes and quotations: quotation for its own sake is not useful, though it will not 
be undervalued if used appropriately to illustrate a point in the answer.

Candidates do not tend to show all the qualities or faults described in any one mark-band.  Examiners 
attempt to weigh all these up at every borderline, in order to see whether the work can be considered for 
the category above.  At the lower levels, the answer may mention a few ‘facts’ but these may be so poorly 
understood, badly organised and irrelevant that it falls into category 10–11; or there may be just enough 
sense of understanding and focus for the examiner to consider the 12–13 band.  Again, at a higher level, 
an answer may be clear, solid and conscientious (perhaps 18–19), without showing quite the control and 
attention to perceptively chosen detail which would justify 20 or more.

Examiners take a positive and flexible approach and, even when there are obvious flaws in an answer, 
reward evidence of knowledge and especially any signs of understanding and careful organisation.
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Candidates are expected to write 500–600 words for each of their answers.  Candidates who write more 
than 600 words cannot be placed higher than the 16–17 category in the mark scheme.

Marks Description

22–25 Exceptional work.  Excellent ability to organise material, thorough knowledge, considerable 
sensitivity to language and to author’s intentions, understanding of some literary techniques.  
Really articulate and intelligent answers should be considered in this band even if there are still 
flaws and omissions.

20–21 Very good.  Close attention to detail of passages, controlled structure, perceptive use of 
illustration, good insight when discussing characters.  Ability to look beyond the immediate 
material and to show some understanding of author’s intentions and of underlying themes. 

18–19 Thoroughly solid and relevant work.  Candidate does not simply reproduce information: can 
discuss and evaluate material and come to clear conclusion.  Good focus on passages.  Some 
limitations of insight but coherent, detailed approach and aptly chosen illustrations.

16–17 Painstaking.  Sound knowledge of texts; mainly relevant.  Some attempt to analyse and 
compare, some sense of understanding.  Possibly not in full control of material; solid but 
indiscriminate.  Many very conscientious candidates fall into this category: they tend to write 
far too much as they are reluctant to leave out anything they have learnt.  Focused, coherent 
essays which lack really solid detail but convey a good understanding of the text should also be 
considered for this band.

14–15 Fair relevance and knowledge.  Better organised than work in the 12–13 band: the candidate 
probably understands the demands of the question without being able to develop a very 
thorough response.  Still a fairly simple, black and white approach.  Some narrative and ‘learnt’ 
material but better control and focus than work in the 12–13 band.  Many candidates probably 
fall into this category.

12–13 Sound, if simple and superficial, knowledge of plot and characters.  Makes assertions without 
being able to illustrate or develop points.  Probably still too dependent on narrative and 
memorised oddments but there may be a visible attempt to relate these to the question.  Can 
extract one or two relevant points from a set passage.

10–11 Some very basic material but not much sense of understanding or ability to answer the 
question.  The candidate rarely reads the set passage but uses it as a springboard for 
storytelling and memorised bits and pieces about characters.  Very general, unspecific 
approach.  Random, bitty structure.  Signs of organisation and relevance should be looked for in 
case the answer can be considered for a mark in the 12–13 band.

6–9 Marginally more knowledge here than in the 0–5 band.  The candidate may have read the text 
but is probably unable to see beyond the barest bones of the plot or half-remembered notes.  
Insubstantial; very little relevance.  The candidate may have problems with the language and 
will be unable to express ideas comprehensibly.

0–5 No discernible material.  Often very inadequate language.  Marks in this section are awarded 
almost on the basis of quantity: up to 3 for a sentence or two showing a glimpse of knowledge, 
4 or 5 where there is also a hint of relevance to the question.  It is possible for a candidate 
to write a whole page demonstrating no knowledge at all (have they read the book?), or only 
misunderstood background facts or very vague general remarks unrelated to either text or 
question.
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Question 2 (a)
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Example candidate response – grade a
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Examiner comment
The balance of the essay, in devoting most time on part (iii), can be seen at first sight.

(i) This is answered briefly but correctly.

(ii)  The candidate takes an unusual approach to this question in looking at the versification.  An interesting 
point.

(iii)  The candidate begins the response to this section by stating that Don Álvaro’s decision to pursue 
Isabel leads to his death.  Then follows a chronological account of how Don Álvaro gained access 
to Isabel by subterfuge and that the capture and rape led to Crespo’s judgement that he should be 
executed for his crime.  The clash of ideologies between Crespo and Don Álvaro is mentioned.  A slight 
misunderstanding in the final sentence as to the timing of the execution is noted.

The whole essay is expressed clearly, with use of relevant quotations, although some are rather long.  
The candidate knows the text well and has chosen relevant examples.  There is an attempt to analyse 
characters’ motivation and a general sense of control within the answer, which focuses on the question set.

Total mark 16/25
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Example candidate response – grade c
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Examiner comment

(i) This is answered fully.

(ii)  Here the candidate focuses on the language used by Don Álvaro, and makes the relevant point that the 
‘raya’ is destructive in describing love at first sight.

(iii)  The candidate spends considerable time explaining how Don Álvaro was surprised by Isabel’s beauty 
which confounded his preconceived ideas regarding ‘villanas’ as well as her sense of honour. The 
point is made that Don Álvaro will ignore her sensibilities to achieve his desires.  The outcome of the 
rape is the moral struggle between Don Álvaro and Crespo, resulting in Don Álvaro’s execution.  The 
candidate shows some understanding of the different types of honour, which guide the behaviour of the 
protagonists.

The assessment recognises the candidate’s knowledge of the text and a degree of control in the answer.  
The argument is fairly simple, lacking thoroughness, and there is little development of points made.

Total mark 14/25
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Example candidate response – grade e
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Examiner comment

(i)  The answer is given and the candidate then proceeds to narrate details of the plot which are not 
relevant.

(ii)  This point is answered in considerable detail with use of many references from the text, going far 
beyond what is required.

(iii)  This section is the briefest of the three.  The candidate shows understanding of the consequences of 
Don Álvaro’s decision to rape Isabel in that he is prepared to put his honour at risk.  However this is not 
discussed in the context of the differing interpretations of honour and justice.  The actual outcome of 
the play is not mentioned.

This essay shows potential but the candidate may have had little experience in planning examination 
questions.  There is too much detail and time spent in parts (i) and (ii), and the material is very specific to 
those aspects.  In part (iii), the candidate gives a short and limited response. 

Total mark 12/25



Component 4 – Texts

15 Cambridge International AS Level Spanish Literature 8673

Question 3 (a)



Component 4 – Texts

16 Cambridge International AS Level Spanish Literature 8673 

Example candidate response – grade a
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Examiner comment

(i) No answer given.

(ii)  The candidate discusses the way the townspeople react to outsiders and the need to feel that they are 
safe from criminals.

(iii)  This answer is wide-ranging, encompassing three stories. The response to ‘En este pueblo no hay 
ladrones ‘ is the least detailed.  References to ‘Los funerales de la Mamá Grande’ are more specific, 
showing how the people have come to accept the reality imposed by la Mamá Grande and how difficult 
it was for them to believe it was over.  The last story cited is ‘La siesta del Martes’.  Here the candidate 
shows greater insight into the author’s intentions when the mother of the thief challenges the nature 
of theft – her son only stole to survive and did not take things of value.  The differing interpretations of 
reality emerge. The final paragraph returns to Dámaso, as he has to reconsider his own motives and 
beliefs as he sees the unintended outcome of his actions – the arrest and condemnation of the ‘negro 
monumental ’.
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This answer is not complete, but shows sufficient understanding and the ability to discuss the theme in the 
context of more than one story to be awarded a mark of 16. The candidate shows control of the argument 
and knowledge of the text.

Total mark 16/25

Example candidate response – grade c
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Examiner comment

(i) This is answered fully.

(ii)  The candidate shows how the crowd accept that the ‘negro monumental ’ is guilty, although this is 
unproven, and that they then encourage the police to beat him more.

(iii)  In this answer, the candidate relates how this incident makes Dámaso face up to his guilt and return the 
bag of bowling balls (not money) to the proprietor of the bolera.  In addition, reference is made to ‘La 
siesta del Martes’, where a woman took justice into her own hands by killing a thief.  The conclusion is 
that reality is difficult in Latin America because of widespread poverty , which can lead to a breakdown 
in justice.

This essay has its limitations but is rewarded for understanding the themes and the ability to control the 
argument and encompass two stories from the collection. The candidate also shows some awareness of 
the context of the stories.

Total mark 13/25
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Example candidate response – grade e
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Examiner comment

(i) This is answered fully.

(ii) There are references to possible racism and a sense of insecurity.

(iii)  This part is answered in detail but does not move beyond the incident within the published extract.  The 
candidate hints that Dámaso admits his crime to the owner of the bolera.  The rest of the answer is a 
longer discussion of the reaction of the crowd to the beating and parading of the ‘negro monumental ’ 
and the sense of insularity in the community.

The essay is rewarded for the references to the published extract, the sense of general understanding and 
the brief reference to ‘La siesta del martes’.

Total mark 11/25
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Question 6 (a)

Example candidate response – grade a
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Examiner comment
The essay begins with a clear introduction and plan. Three characters are identified – Fumero, Laín 
Cubert and Sr Aldaya – and their roles as ‘fuerzas del mal ’ are discussed.  This section of the answer 
shows understanding but does not include a lot of detail. These characters are well chosen and points are 
expressed with clarity.  The following paragraph is more specific, with focus on episodes of violence and 
cruelty meted out by the three individuals already identified.  Direct quotations are appropriate although 
some are a little lengthy.  The essay does not have a formal conclusion.

The final assessment rewards the sense of organisation and sound knowledge of the text. There is evidence 
of understanding and an attempt to analyse material.

Total mark 17/25
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Example candidate response – grade c
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Examiner comment
This essay focuses on the character of Fumero.  The candidate gives a chronological account of his life and 
experiences, showing how his childhood has affected him.  Fumero’s unrequited love for Penélope became 
a source of vengeance towards Carax also.  The events of the Civil War and the opportunities to use 
violence and cruelty, as well as his position as a police inspector, are also mentioned.  Fermín is identified as 
one of his victims and the injuries he suffered, both physical and psychological, are clearly described.  Other 
examples of abuse of power are included, such as the way Penélope was mistreated by her father, and 
Carax’s self-destructive behaviour.  The conclusion is disappointing, referring back to the Civil War. The final 
assessment rewards the candidate’s sound knowledge of the text.  There is a sense of organisation in the 
essay but the argument tends to be descriptive rather than analytical and the presentation of one very long 
paragraph followed by a conclusion indicates a lack of control of the material.

Total mark 15/25
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Example candidate response – grade e
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Examiner comment
This essay focuses entirely on the character of Fernando (Fumero). The candidate describes his childhood 
and the unhappiness and isolation he felt as a result of his circumstances.  This, together with the 
unrequited love he felt for Penélope and his desire for revenge towards Carax, combined to drive him to use 
violence.  This was both on a personal level, in trying to kill Carax, and on political grounds as he dealt with 
those who opposed Franco.  The essay is rewarded for the knowledge of the plot and characters, which is 
relevant to the question answered.  There is little organisation within the response beyond the chronological 
and there is one long paragraph with no conclusion.

Total mark 12/25
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Question 8 (b)

Example candidate response – grade a
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Examiner comment
This essay presents a detailed discussion of Bernarda’s attempt to conform to the dictates of society 
and to protect her family’s reputation by keeping her daughters under strict control.  The candidate gives 
many good examples of the oppressive regime in the home, such as the fact that Bernarda will not 
allow her daughters to marry local men – but the reason given, that they are not wealthy enough, is a 
misinterpretation.  

Bernarda’s reaction to Adela’s suicide is well expressed, showing how emotion is suppressed by duty and 
reputation.  Two very appropriate episodes are mentioned, namely the order to the Criada to spy on the 
neighbours so Bernarda is fully informed about what is happening, and the tragic scene of the woman who 
buried an illegitimate child.  Bernarda’s response is that she should be killed for her sins.  
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The essay is rewarded for the understanding of Bernarda’s motivation and examples of her behaviour, 
which support the points made.  There are some weaknesses, such as the mention of post-war society 
in the introduction, which is incorrect. Also, taking Magdalena’s words as contrasting with the assertion in 
the question is a little confusing.  Overall, the sense of control of the material and knowledge of the text 
outweighed these concerns.

Total mark 16/25

Example candidate response – grade c
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Examiner comment
This candidate writes at some length and shows sound knowledge of the text.  Although much of the 
material is relevant, the candidate tends to move away from the focus of the question and weakens the 
argument.

The opening paragraph gives the historical context of the play, but there are factual inaccuracies.

The second paragraph addresses the question, mentioning the importance of maintaining a good reputation, 
counterbalanced by the desire for freedom.  The candidate then moves on to discuss Bernarda’s character 
and shows how she treats her mother and her daughters. All her family are subject to Bernarda’s attempts 
to preserve their status in the area and are isolated from their neighbours.  This makes some of the 
daughters yearn for freedom, leading Angustias to accept marriage to a man who only seeks her money, 
and Adela to rebel against the constraints imposed on her.  This is the section where the focus of the 
argument is less clear.  The conclusion reiterates Bernarda’s demands for obedience to protect her family’s 
reputation.

The essay is rewarded for sound knowledge of the text. The argument is not fully focused and points made 
are not developed, however some references are related to the question.

Total mark 13/25

Example candidate response – grade e
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Examiner comment
This essay begins with references to the ‘cuento’, which is distracting.  The whole tone of the answer is of 
some understanding of the themes but lack of control and detail.  The candidate writes one long paragraph 
with no formal structure although some simple organisation can be detected.  Bernarda is described as a 
character motivated by the desire to maintain a façade of respectability.  The wider society is consumed by 
interest in the lives of others, hypocrisy and envy.  All the events in the play are influenced by this state of 
affairs.

The essay was rewarded for the points made, although these are largely unsubstantiated, but they show 
understanding of the importance of the theme and the way it is presented in the play.

Total mark 11/25
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