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Introduction
There were some notably worthy answers which often demonstrated a good understanding of

Christian beliefs, praxis and theology. The overall standard suggests that candidates and centres

are increasingly confident with the demands and intent of the specification. Many responses

reflected a relevant use of resources resulting in candidates across the ability range having

confidence to tackle this paper in an appropriate fashion. Candidates who exhibited the ability to

assess and evaluate invariably did well. Some of the best responses were usually from candidates

who wrote less, but obviously had planned carefully and set out their argument at the beginning of

their answer.

It was apparent that consideration by candidates of the precise wording of the question varied

significantly especially for Q03 and Q04 where some candidates lost focus on the issue they were

supposed to be engaging with, such as ‘clarify’ (Q03(a)), ‘assess’ (Q03(b)) or ‘evaluate’ (Q04). It was

pleasing to note that many candidates used relevant technical vocabulary correctly and effectively.

The references to scholars were generally pleasing, however some responses appeared to

randomly name scholars that brought little or even no input to the argumentation and discussion

being offered.

The majority of candidates demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding such as:

Question 1 - good answers for this question made effective use of Buber. Augustine featured in

terms of knowing God personally through a relationship with Jesus Christ. The role of God

communicating and having a relationship with his creation particularly through prayer was handled

well.

Question 2 - sound answers clearly identified why various movements were a problem for

mainstream Christianity. Strong responses gave reasons why problems arose such as taking away

adherents from the larger denominations. Many identified the problems with various movements

appropriating aspects of traditional Christianity teaching and adopting it to their own

understanding and praxis.

Question 3(a) - many candidates were able to untangle the complexities of this passage and

identify that Hick was arguing for a broader sense of the term atonement and that he also focused

on salvation and dismissed the theories of penal substitution, etc in order to offer Jesus as a moral

exemplar.

Question 3(b) - good responses clarified Hick’s position and his theory as being suitable for

interfaith dialogue. Some managed to develop Hick’s position on Jesus as a moral exemplar and

explored its strengths and weaknesses as a metaphor. A number of answers saw the problem with

Hick as he twisted some of the Bible to suit his ideas, especially by claiming Jesus did not say he was

God.

Question 4 - some good knowledge of the Bible as revealed theology and the more able candidates

discussed various problems associated with different interpretations. Good answers demonstrated

a clear understanding of natural revelation/theology which led on to Natural Moral Law being the

obvious synoptic link.

Less successful candidates lacked the ability to develop their answers, especially in questions 3(b)

and 4:

Question 1 – some weaker candidates spent too much time on God as transcendent leaving less

time and space to discuss God as personal.
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Question 2 – weaker candidates focused on brief descriptions of one or more identified

movements. Some answers confused the intent of the question and offered material on how

significant Christianity was for various movements rather than how significant the movements were

for Christianity. Simplistic treatment of this question was a feature of responses at this level.

Question 3(a) - weaker candidates did not understand that Hick was identifying the various

approaches to atonement and thus presented Hick as claiming these theories as a reflection of

Hick’s own views.

Question 3(b) - weaker responses repeated material used for part (a). There was little or even no

recognition of ‘strength and weaknesses’ of Hick’s view as the question asked for.

Question 4 – weak answers lacked sufficient knowledge; other than some minimal material on the

Bible as revealed theology there was virtually no recognition of the natural theology aspect of the

question.
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Question 1 

Overall this was attempted well by many with some good responses giving an explanation of Buber.

Other solid answers drew on a range of aspects of knowing God as personal. Some of the more

popular aspects offered were: creation revealing a God who has designed us in God’s image for

personal relationship, Augustine’s argument that we are restless until we find God, God can be

seen as personal through the person of Jesus who is God revealed, etc. Other credit worthy

material included knowing God as personal in religious experiences and through prayer and/or

worship.

Weaker responses that identified Buber's approach did not draw out the material beyond merely

stating that the personal relationship was an 'I-Thou' one. Other answers made reference to

knowing God personally as part of a religious experience but these needed supporting examples or

some relevant development to strengthen the quality of the responses.
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This is a concise and relevant answer. The introduction wastes no time in setting the

context and offers a supporting biblical quote. The candidate then immediately

engages with Buber's approach to God being personal in a detailed and effective

manner. In the final paragraph the candidate points to other relevant aspects of

God being personal and these demonstrate some good knowledge and

understanding of the topic. Deservedly this answer gained full marks.

Being focused on a scholarly contribution with depth is one approach that will

enable a candidate to gain good marks.
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This answer offers a range of material that initially is based upon God revealing

himself as incarnated in Jesus, and develops a link with God having a personal link

with his creation and communication through the Bible, as well as prayer and the

Trinity. The candidate has crafted an answer that reflects a thoughtful and

competent use of the material and reaches the top marks comfortably.
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Question 2 

A sizeable number of candidates either offered answers that focused exclusively on ‘New

movements in theology’ or included these movements for discussion along with New Religious

Movements such as Pentecostalism, etc. In light of the juxtaposition of ‘New Religious Movements'

and ‘New movements in theology’ in the specification (4.2 & 4.3) it was decided that such responses

could be deemed as credit worthy. Some candidates did this very well, considering the significance

of these theologies for renewal of focus on correct practice and the authentic message of

Christianity. Overall, there were some very detailed and focused answers offered and candidates

were able to score well with their responses to this question.

Many of the good answers identified ‘world affirming’ and ‘world rejecting’ approaches and gave

some careful consideration to the significance of these in terms of drawing worshippers to or from

the faith, and whether they are in effect so different from key beliefs as to be of no significance, or

whether they might have constituted a ‘threat’ to traditional Christianity. Some good answers

focused on ‘spirituality’ as opposed to rigid doctrine and practice as well as modern secularisation

concerns.

Weaker candidates gave answers that identified the significance aspect of the question the wrong

way round and considered how significant Christianity was for these movements rather than how

significant they were for Christianity. Many weaker candidates were unable to answer the question

as set, as many of them gave descriptions of what they knew about various sects such as Westboro

Baptist Church, Branch Davidians, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and even Mormons, etc. There were also a

number that used Scientology. However, many did not offer an explanation of possible significance

for Christianity of these sects which is what the question called for.
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An excellent response to the topic, achieving full marks. The introduction sets the

context effectively and the focus on 'significance' is evident throughout the answer.
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This candidate offered two of the three 'New movements in theology' (feminist and

liberation theology) identified in the specification. As indicated in the introduction to

this question, the response is credit worthy because the candidate has engaged

with the 'significance' of these movements for Christianity. In addition some

discussion of the ecumenical movement is deemed credit worthy and so overall this

is a thoughtful and at times erudite effort, again scoring full marks.

Remember to note the demands of the question and any key words and focus your

answer on these.
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Question 3 

The extract from Hick's ‘The Metaphor of God Incarnate’ offered candidates an opportunity to

demonstrate Hick's understanding and views regarding the concept of 'atonement'.

For part (a) some good candidates managed to untangle the complexities of the passage, and set

out distinctly and clearly the various views of atonement identified in the extract (penal

substitution, transaction, etc). At the same time they pointed out that Hick did not agree with these

for various reasons (for example Hick considered them 'morally grotesque', etc). Some good

answers offered a comparing and contrasting of Hick with Barth's approach to the atonement.

Weaker answers simply paraphrased the extract rather than clarify or explain the context or the

details of the extract's content. Some answers identified the theories as being Hick's rather than

explaining that Hick was describing them and going on to indicate his rejection of them.

For part (b) some very good responses were managed by candidates with some presenting Hick’s

position clearly on Jesus as a moral exemplar, and assessing Hick’s strengths and weaknesses in

relation to the concept of metaphor, reductionism of Christ to being a mere man rather than divine,

and conflict with Church doctrine. The implications of Hick's position for the authority of the Bible

figured prominently in good answers as did his pluralism and inclusivity arguments. Weaker

answers presented Hick as being in favour of penal substitution throughout whilst others simply

offered a survey of all the positions Hick had rejected without engaging with possible strengths or

weaknesses of his view. Some very weak responses were not able to identify Hick's view at all apart

from his rejection of other positions.
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This is a strong part Q03(a) response that demonstrates a clear understanding of

Hick's position and 'clarifies' cogently and concisely Hick's views...a good example of

doing what the question asks for! The candidate does not 'waffle' but gets straight

to the heart of the matter and achieved top marks.
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Don't be tempted to regurgitate the extact but do 'clarify' relevant aspects of the

passage.
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A confident and effective engagement with Hick's position on atonement and its

strengths and weaknesses that offers some apposite analysis. The comparison with

Barth is explored well. Justly deserving of full marks.

Try and come to a justified and reasoned conclusion as this response has done.
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Question 4 

This question invited candidates to evaluate the relationship between the Bible as revealed

theology and natural theology.

Strong and focused responses identified relevant material, including the nature of direct revelation

and the various approaches to interpreting the Bible such as literal or metaphorical. Good answers

also addressed the implications for what can be acknowledged as from God and/or interpreted by

human beings. Some candidates offered material that referenced doctrines that could only be

found in the Bible and how the Bible was/is the main source of the self-revelation of God in Jesus.

Good responses engaged with argumentation about the relationship between natural theology and

aspects such as reasoning, the role of the conscience, the natural world and Natural Moral Law, etc.

Really strong answers showed how one can be seen to provide evidence to support the other (eg

Teleological argument) or challenge it through the problem of evil. Dawkins and the emergence of

science disputing religious truth from the Bible gave some fruitful material for some candidates.

There were also some good synoptic links and better candidates showed a clear understanding of

natural revelation which led on to Natural Moral Law being the obvious synoptic, with discussions

of the implications for Ethics of the status afforded to the Bible as direct revelation, eg modern

dilemmas on sexual ethics and medical ethics, and ‘absolutes’ or principles/guidelines to be

interpreted alongside revelation in nature.

Some weaker candidates lacked sufficient knowledge to do anything other than the Bible as

revealed theology. Some of these weaker responses read the question as the Bible’s relationship to

nature and so lost attention on the immediate demands of the question. Some offered a whole

science versus religion essay thus lacked giving due focus to the nature of the Bible as a source of

authority.
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A substantial response to this question. The answer is well-structured and argued: it

offers a close focus that is maintained on the intent and demands of the question

itself. Some critical analysis augments the quality of the candidate's answer and

thus they have achieved full marks.

Remember for this question responses need to make the link to either Philosophy

of Religion or Religion and Ethics, and this should be an effective link rather than

just a passing reference.
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This response demonstrates some appropriate detailed knowledge and

understanding. The answer is coherent, logically structured and well developed.

There is a consistent use of appropriate vocabulary along with an ability to evaluate

and awareness of different perspectives. The response is concise and yet the

candidate engages with all the elements of the question effectively. This answer

received marks in the top level band.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Take time and care to consider the precise demands of the question by engaging with the

relevant trigger words such as 'assess', ‘clarify’, 'analyse' and ‘evaluate’.

Make use of scholars to support the argument being made and not to aimlessly drop into the

answer.

Try and come to a judgement or take a position especially in the conclusion.

Ensure effective time management so as not to run out of time before completing Q04 and

consequently lose the potential to earn 30 marks.

Select relevant examples to support the points being made without drifting into anecdotal

narrative.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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