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Introduction
Some candidates displayed an excellent detailed knowledge and understanding of specific Buddhist

teachings and practices and were able to look at other points of view objectively. At the same time,

there were candidates who appeared to have only limited knowledge and understanding of the

specification and did not directly address the specific topic in the question.

Centres and candidates are reminded to check the meanings of the five command words used in

the A level papers found in Appendix 1 of the A level specification. The weightings of AO1 are 40%

and AO2 has 60%.
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Question 1 

This question asked candidates to explore the key teachings of Triratna Buddhism (formerly Friends

of the Western Buddhist Order). Most candidates were able to correctly identify information about

Triratna Buddhism. A significant minority focused their answers on the history of the tradition. This

could only be credited when linked to or developed with teachings. The top level answers were able

to utilise a wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology appropriately and

accurately, and sustained this throughout. Answers that reached the top level showed a depth and

range of understanding.

Some candidates seemed to have spent a lot of time on this question as it covered an area of the

specification with which they were familiar. This is an 8 mark question and as such candidates

should consider the amount of time spent on each question.
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In this response the candidate achieved Level 3.
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It is evident throughout this answer that as described above, the

candidate is able to use a wide range of knowledge, specialist

language and terminology appropriately and accurately, and this is

sustained throughout. This candidate uses a broad range of key

religious ideas and beliefs of Triratna Buddhism. The ideas did not

have to be distinctive to Triratna. The historical information is used

to develop understanding of a teaching. This enables the

candidate to evidence and show a depth of understanding of the

key religious ideas.

Ensure that the demands of the question are addressed in the

response. The teachings of Triratna were the intended focus of

this question, rather than writing everything that can be known

about the tradition.
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Question 2 

This question asked candidates to assess the significance of Mahapajapati Gotami for the

development of the role of women in the ordained sangha. Most candidates were able to explain

the events surrounding why Gotami may be important and were able to explain her significance, or

reasons why her significance may be overstated. Some candidates drifted slightly in the answers as

they tended towards over explanation without an attempt to assess. Candidates should always

ensure that they assess rather than just explain. This was a particular proclivity in this question.

There is no need to look at both sides of the argument but most candidates did. The answers which

were awarded the higher levels critically deconstructed the information they used and progressed

to coherent and logical chains of reasoning, which in turn led to reasoned judgements of the

question.

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A     7



This response was awarded Level 3.
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The candidate takes each of the Poisons in turn to explore the

significance. It is important to note that the candidate would have

been limited to Level 2 in this response had they not covered the

three in their answer. The candidate is able to evidence various

aspects of the level descriptor. They are able to critically

deconstruct religious information leading to coherent and logical

chains of reasoning; this in turn leads to coherent and reasoned

judgements of the full range of elements of the question.
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Question 3 

Question  3(a)

This question utilised an extract from the anthology, asking candidates to clarify the events

illustrated in this passage surrounding the founding of the Sangha.

Candidates were often able to correctly discuss various aspects of the founding of the Sangha

utilising the source as a springboard. Candidates who only regurgitated the source were not able to

achieve well, but these responses were few and far between. The top level answers were able to

utilise a wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology, appropriately, accurately

and sustained throughout. In this way, they were able to use aspects of the source to develop into a

wider discussion of the events of the founding of the Sangha.

A significant minority focused on describing what the Sangha is rather than the events of the

founding. These could only be credited when linked to the events. Candidates should be careful in

reading the question.

Question  3(b)

This question asked candidates to analyse the significance of the Buddha’s preaching of the

dhamma. Candidates engaged well with the question and were able to show understanding of a

variety of ways that the preaching of the dhamma is important. Candidates were able to use

specific examples to show the significance of these ways. Sometimes this was done in exploring

and recognising the lack of significance for certain Buddhists. There is a need to look at both sides

of the argument in an 'evaluate' question. The answers which were awarded the higher levels

critically deconstructed the information they used leading to coherent and logical chains of

reasoning, which in turn led to reasoned judgements of the question. This was all supported by the

comprehensive appraisal of evidence. This involves a weighing of the value and success of the

evidence being used.

In some responses candidates explained the various teachings of the dhamma; in Q03(b)

candidates should always be aware of the need to analyse.
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This candidate achieved Level 3 for part (a) and Level 5 for part (b).
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The part (a) response is a clearly focused answer that utilises the

extract well. It examines aspects of the extract in turn and is able

to clarify the various points that are made. It is not necessary to

cover every aspect of the extract - the candidates are able to

choose to focus on a couple of aspects. This response is able to

fully meet the requirements of the level descriptor. The candidate

is able to bring in their wider knowledge and focus the answer

well.

The part (b) response is detailed in meeting the requirements of a

Level 5 answer. There is a good balance between AO1 and AO2.

The candidate is able to meet the demands of Level 5.

This candidate is able to tie the aspects which they are exploring to

the question at different points. This is key in ensuring that the

answer is focused around the demands of the question.
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There may be a worry about spending too much time on part (a) of

this question - candidates should be aware that this is worth 10

marks and an appropriate, rather than excessive, amount of time

should be spent on it.
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Question 4 

This question was worth 30 marks and asked candidates to evaluate the meaning and significance

of the Eightfold Path in the contemporary world. This also included the added requirement to

include links to Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics, or New Testament Studies.

It should be noted that references to other religions do not count as a synoptic link, as it is

impossible to study two religions. Where a candidate referenced aspects of Christianity, care was

taken to ensure that this linked to the New Testament Studies part of the course rather than

Christianity as a World Religion.

This question elicited interesting responses. Many candidates were able to provide good examples

of the meaning and significance of the Eightfold Path in the contemporary world. Links were

generally made to Ethics but other areas of the specification were explored, and while this opened

up the possibility of a Level 5 mark, this did not guarantee such. The rest of the answer needed to

be of a level standard, and while candidates were generally able to use information well they were

slightly let down by the conclusion which may not have been a full and logical drawing together of

justified ideas.
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This candidate achieved Level 5.
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This response is able to evidence aspects of the Level 5 descriptor.

While the candidate is able to use information well, they are

slightly let down by the conclusion, which may not be a full and

logical drawing together of justified ideas.

On the second page there is content that shows links to other

aspects of the course. The candidate has also linked them well

with the argument being made. These links do not guarantee a

Level 5 mark but open up the possibility for such.

As this candidate does, please ensure that the links are a natural

part of the discussion being undertaken.
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Paper Summary
Following on from this report, it is possible to suggest a number of simple ways in which candidates

can be helped to improve their performance:

Be prepared to make links to other components (papers) they have studied for Q04. Indicating in

their answer that they are doing this is helpful.

Read questions carefully to ensure they are answering the question set.

Allocate sufficient time for all sections. There is no requirement to begin at Question 1 and work

through the paper. Some candidates very obviously began with Section C. Whatever works best

for the candidate is permissible.

Ensure that the source is referred to but not regurgitated in Q03(a).

Consider how they are appraising the evidence and arguments they are making in Q03(b) and

Q04.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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