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Introduction

Some candidates displayed an excellent detailed knowledge and understanding of specific Buddhist
teachings and practices and were able to look at other points of view objectively. At the same time,
there were candidates who appeared to have only limited knowledge and understanding of the
specification and did not directly address the specific topic in the question.

Centres and candidates are reminded to check the meanings of the five command words used in

the A level papers found in Appendix 1 of the A level specification. The weightings of AO1 are 40%
and AO2 has 60%.
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Question 1

This question asked candidates to explore the key teachings of Triratna Buddhism (formerly Friends
of the Western Buddhist Order). Most candidates were able to correctly identify information about
Triratna Buddhism. A significant minority focused their answers on the history of the tradition. This
could only be credited when linked to or developed with teachings. The top level answers were able
to utilise a wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology appropriately and
accurately, and sustained this throughout. Answers that reached the top level showed a depth and
range of understanding.

Some candidates seemed to have spent a lot of time on this question as it covered an area of the

specification with which they were familiar. This is an 8 mark question and as such candidates
should consider the amount of time spent on each question.
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In this response the candidate achieved Level 3.

1 Explore the key teachings of Triratna Buddhism (formerly Friends of the Western
Buddhist Order).
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N / ResultsPlus

~< Examiner Comments

It is evident throughout this answer that as described above, the
candidate is able to use a wide range of knowledge, specialist
language and terminology appropriately and accurately, and this is
sustained throughout. This candidate uses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs of Triratna Buddhism. The ideas did not
have to be distinctive to Triratna. The historical information is used
to develop understanding of a teaching. This enables the
candidate to evidence and show a depth of understanding of the
key religious ideas.

&34\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Ensure that the demands of the question are addressed in the

response. The teachings of Triratna were the intended focus of
this question, rather than writing everything that can be known
about the tradition.
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Question 2

This question asked candidates to assess the significance of Mahapajapati Gotami for the
development of the role of women in the ordained sangha. Most candidates were able to explain
the events surrounding why Gotami may be important and were able to explain her significance, or
reasons why her significance may be overstated. Some candidates drifted slightly in the answers as
they tended towards over explanation without an attempt to assess. Candidates should always
ensure that they assess rather than just explain. This was a particular proclivity in this question.

There is no need to look at both sides of the argument but most candidates did. The answers which
were awarded the higher levels critically deconstructed the information they used and progressed
to coherent and logical chains of reasoning, which in turn led to reasoned judgements of the
guestion.
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This response was awarded Level 3.
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A
< / ResultsPlus

~< Examiner Comments

The candidate takes each of the Poisons in turn to explore the
significance. It is important to note that the candidate would have
been limited to Level 2 in this response had they not covered the
three in their answer. The candidate is able to evidence various
aspects of the level descriptor. They are able to critically
deconstruct religious information leading to coherent and logical
chains of reasoning; this in turn leads to coherent and reasoned
judgements of the full range of elements of the question.
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Question 3

Question 3(a)

This question utilised an extract from the anthology, asking candidates to clarify the events
illustrated in this passage surrounding the founding of the Sangha.

Candidates were often able to correctly discuss various aspects of the founding of the Sangha
utilising the source as a springboard. Candidates who only regurgitated the source were not able to
achieve well, but these responses were few and far between. The top level answers were able to
utilise a wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology, appropriately, accurately
and sustained throughout. In this way, they were able to use aspects of the source to develop into a
wider discussion of the events of the founding of the Sangha.

A significant minority focused on describing what the Sangha is rather than the events of the
founding. These could only be credited when linked to the events. Candidates should be careful in
reading the question.

Question 3(b)

This question asked candidates to analyse the significance of the Buddha'’s preaching of the
dhamma. Candidates engaged well with the question and were able to show understanding of a
variety of ways that the preaching of the dhamma is important. Candidates were able to use
specific examples to show the significance of these ways. Sometimes this was done in exploring
and recognising the lack of significance for certain Buddhists. There is a need to look at both sides
of the argument in an 'evaluate' question. The answers which were awarded the higher levels
critically deconstructed the information they used leading to coherent and logical chains of
reasoning, which in turn led to reasoned judgements of the question. This was all supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence. This involves a weighing of the value and success of the
evidence being used.

In some responses candidates explained the various teachings of the dhamma; in Q03(b)
candidates should always be aware of the need to analyse.
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This candidate achieved Level 3 for part (a) and Level 5 for part (b).

o ": Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
\R"@L Read the following passage before answering the questions. )

“

But who should be first to hear the message? He next recalled the ﬂvqj_hj&his_who

had practised the penitential disciplines of tapas with him. They had fled from him in

. horror when he had taken his first meal, but he could not allow this rejection to cloud
his judgment. He remembered how helpful and supportive they had been during

their time together, and set out directly to find them. Hearing that they were now

p living in t ark outside Varanasi (the modern Benares), he began his journey, SM

détermined to set the Wheel of the Ehamma in motion and, as he put it, ‘to beat the
drum of the deathle na. He did not expect much. The Buddha mistakenly

believed that his teaching would only be followed for a few hundred years. But

\3" people had to be rescued, and the Buddha %g? %'ggelled , by the very nature of the
Enlightenment that he had achieved, to do what he could for them. )
(Source: Extract adapted from ‘Lives: Buddha’ - Chapter 3, ‘Enlightenment; Armstrong, K.,
?m’" Phoenix Préss, 2002, EGWEeT Anthology)™

¢
3 (a) Clarify the events illustrated in this passage surrounding the foundlng of the

sangha.
..F

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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/'”l'mdmin&;
(b) Analyse the signiﬂcance of the Buddha'’s preaching of the dhamma.
Sigraficont Tor m:ﬂ:f °+ op tve vreel: (20)

g H\o e g
) ep L 4 QM Mindk pmsaeuhm )
~ ddrsunnia e KO wa how M deg

e ko e flfﬂ‘ humy\g;xfl/lfe el anda..

lﬁﬁw.m ........... pms.j..b.l.p. ........... h_...,.' ..... req mmm wng oo we

16  GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A




Dws-ﬁm e mmid. (dusrh) .
...... Caldre. Qf..1r su;pem@ ay ka9 CraRin ( Saumad:

ala.%) Lo D ool Care ke e WD SUR
(riacha). omd Foacluone it we tuit. fe/

_...sgmka (bmdaLM mm} am@L emh&ol ham. ha ......
' m.p. H—e «M O,t l"h d.ho.mm

Se.caml_ hmwﬂ m thee.L o;.“ m :.mem
Lhidh b Hae ‘{ngamn Schadl. geundad. Yoy

oo q: tre mind_and Irxmwumﬂfunﬂ
Judk_a.prejechon. ef te onind.ound” et mkm.l%’
teality Tha  aréaden Indighk. op the.. wineh .
ook ke vipaosena  yweddtakion ,...WnAdn. . c,amm
° Lok el pacukaen o be. undocked

bk 18 be possible fo .

| m;awmm ‘GECMQ

o} H«e u}\eez( ‘mj FN ﬁmm« bem
) Skeden o owy by ek 0ecLeh. e dighach:

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A 17



Mahent .. Seek. puc-oy
Wh Jo._emlighkenvek  Loith &UW@;@(M Muw
M mamrg A0 hv. viad i e oy and
anenk.., aruccan.,. hick.counen. su;ewlng ‘L‘a
mmm Hhdwe . hows o ne.. Apaa,. Shkalewld.
meany, amd find a ouy o < raghdennaent. HMV‘
Sy iy ;tgmftm o tee
bemum .........

anpaY lance.. in Hmr DRANAY aund. 11- \ :Scm\ettqb
k) Ma{.}) W\bw . el l’lud.aLhﬂm ,,,,,,,,

18 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A




dﬁeonl— em:w»l M

| ... -E/r ..... emmp le I’M pam)h’ta Q l’he mw\rﬁwci
eed feldn fre steny op o mether wha 3.
denhraught by e deakn op hor chilel m
Geen ko the buddha. . to. l—no .. bnnﬁ

.............. Dudabur shader trak hecan d ¥his. tp m
..mag; i, Single. o seed prom. o hanchald
b do Yy ond learny thak Lqren tmpmmarw
ond fillod wirh Sipfenifay which. e muk
mdmk Thi ghawr “Hrod MRMMARMJ\M@)
e Signipicouk e caue. panblermake . Hhar
mctmnbh v aun

ek we. pezmm ke be e trum
cng e pcu(# O o Oreater. pickure..

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A 19



~Thd Shovicey  fhak e Budolew  preaching:.
Lbe o &cc.haw c)xf Ur—es.\ BN

...... an. athioonc _celicion, ik vould e nat heen
...... ciycovered o provide {-w onywens. gy Weg adedn .
BTN 7 Hm‘uﬂﬁ o the. f:r,\,l-,..,,............
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The part (a) response is a clearly focused answer that utilises the
extract well. It examines aspects of the extract in turn and is able
to clarify the various points that are made. It is not necessary to
cover every aspect of the extract - the candidates are able to
choose to focus on a couple of aspects. This response is able to
fully meet the requirements of the level descriptor. The candidate
is able to bring in their wider knowledge and focus the answer
well.

The part (b) response is detailed in meeting the requirements of a
Level 5 answer. There is a good balance between AO1 and AO2.
The candidate is able to meet the demands of Level 5.

This candidate is able to tie the aspects which they are exploring to
the question at different points. This is key in ensuring that the
answer is focused around the demands of the question.
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)\
¢ \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

There may be a worry about spending too much time on part (a) of
this question - candidates should be aware that this is worth 10
marks and an appropriate, rather than excessive, amount of time
should be spent on it.
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Question 4

This question was worth 30 marks and asked candidates to evaluate the meaning and significance
of the Eightfold Path in the contemporary world. This also included the added requirement to
include links to Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics, or New Testament Studies.

It should be noted that references to other religions do not count as a synoptic link, as it is
impossible to study two religions. Where a candidate referenced aspects of Christianity, care was
taken to ensure that this linked to the New Testament Studies part of the course rather than
Christianity as a World Religion.

This question elicited interesting responses. Many candidates were able to provide good examples
of the meaning and significance of the Eightfold Path in the contemporary world. Links were
generally made to Ethics but other areas of the specification were explored, and while this opened
up the possibility of a Level 5 mark, this did not guarantee such. The rest of the answer needed to
be of a level standard, and while candidates were generally able to use information well they were
slightly let down by the conclusion which may not have been a full and logical drawing together of
justified ideas.
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This candidate achieved Level 5.

| 4 Evaluate the meaning and significance of the Eightfold Path in the contemporary
world.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Buddhism
have been influenced by one of the following:

« Philosophy of Religion
+ Religion and Ethics
+  New Testament Studies.
(30)

’TRL E'@Iflﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ\ foIhis o hustrre:. tmm@ op. gt

mmpm mmrﬁm axtnuuan oﬁ uwdww nmu
o thy, i hum?lg posrienlaty. . Signip@nl. and. usepul

e Ry WO, O ol o oG SO .

.Krﬁw Qehtn and ngwm m@&m tm.tm&m .....
.meuqu.LB and ~beCommy. . QAN And... CONPUPAL 5E...ONRL....
. stouc tovands. OChus = KIght_spoe ch. vy dendiz.
.pmupw ;rumw ......... 0 fo.... 40ksyp.. 0T USe. ﬁ'.qfamy NS
_Sadecte. the. . Judaeo - Chrighan . Mr@a{ Khe ude

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A 23



mml W Sudn e S

: e s S £ qgmm L@ dsd
o e.q,un.u{., Myem mt"mm“anmnw fM ...... ad

hee.. w ,,,,,, cosual-” thmam@, tha E@nrﬁmo\ﬁ
thar 1 the gumr@ mmmp B i s Sgpmsed
o bothe Coarvdne o aM aevn and. an mddvdama) dhe

- {a. fmpUcahons . gp thar. aetitns. on N (rVaa and.

'th. Qrcape.of.. Saias ALASTONL - .

FPAIApeT. B A W SYR. SRR P & ||%uc«»n»uu e, 8 ORI,

Thesopere The  guupdaty... panaiple op.. 1010 situetion «amm -
ek smkd that Om@m fhrm lis Vltm’m-:ﬂi.g .....

mm)@ Tove ntthrg

24 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A



....................

Dﬁ!pﬂl’chti (h E@Wme\ pa:rh appeon o h,w.t
Fuatl . when rogaring . right™ )vetihood . which. M&m‘k
the dsddutal makey money M a mmf@qc«ftm

wm ﬂmﬁ:mm;mtng Propassions...dueh. ap. pirhng whieb. ..
e ahrase " Eﬁm N The bolny. .0 o voLen .

O nﬂn.w.p_ta&l ......... mmm ﬂmdwm mm .......

o8 There . m; Mbrm
| £V QAR gats). of . fhmn _
_forenodny. ond. . @OPUDAPNIYS.. fu)hmh NV

...... (Tone. . of.. Flnk and | Thay, Thane ¥.00. ,m,caw_ 0.the
Nonprvance, Of M Thmngs . 'ﬂu‘s nepleets The dagp. .
f.mb%uh which ane. igpined. by..... Buddéaim, ond appena
Yok ontran -memwmﬁdﬁf .....

Lhe cimake emopaney. e ont. cunenlly. fa ems ThiJ.
ogproadh to._The. emaronment,. adepid by inae Maest, ubach

m&w pocThe. mbdnete. valus... Of.. The. plaad™. ol oppeied.L2....

MBS instamebal.. wdrth,. 13... fadeulaty. . hoAprsl. mllu,m} ......
tram.., ...... The... er e POk, Wil 20w ...

..... amddiral). ¥ taKe  bdarcn. Of The planst:. 724@
....pwmm a0 dived. Wﬁm i&u‘ma.mg dmnmm m .........

...................

LOver m mmm sea... ﬁmﬁm oy

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A 25



..mpmm oC.ok. \m: mvar N the cument defmmental,

JUiCANVe Wﬂﬂ@ 84T

.qrmmmqmmmmmm wmmﬂm ........ |

o W’a" " Thie swsmmase

( mwr@?’u mm%:.

the. . thirrzonne ted. N

L O e maun fom’lfaf QA TN & aamma,
and_Uposonna:  Jamafie
and Choegne...NAvdudd. N coftterapomsy. dourety. Mam@m
e f poaailise oM. Baddhgm, and . o1 C0rmgel. foumrlym
Md.on 4. ,c;:m Jubret b cneah . Cavigud Ry, aaeh.
...... G dudrec”. The . ot

I3 WFM P"h@f(}ﬂm,a

WWWW

_____ wb:  Vpomore is _More. JW
¥ by 0 Phildcu orment
mmdto SUfRLNeAD.. neodiat Of. mmmmr,and ngzshi. 0o
e notu of. shgectnie Nallty, a2 ogposed... O QU Impadital

26 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A

akea, and . (J. NN g Rbe..
sl S cp. -ependry. ugthe




M. b Memgmm 10 v eachnge. o;tmmm o

Nurage .. Fass.and onaretrs).. whiist
21\;3% Wﬁo %m{f n..an. %a ond.
m\mmm;\ mﬂw thats. S

To sumradta, { Thnk thak The. E@ﬂrﬁid poth OpRA. SN
wm.\hg \Mp.d techoigus. and. JTakighy. Wﬂw@mm
Sl\emrm.dmr@,mdhumdAmfnmwwmmm
et onenesad . dWire o Tanhoa,  mlan g That duki.
ondh tha Mg 0f . AnStTypattoynue o hosshtensd - o,
.. tzaen@@ofmomcmmw(mﬁ,)mwwmm

NN AP, qrpecmuy M&ﬁd and. rlavank (...

'**f(.uum Nexhare. ¢f “h— paﬂ o0 somalhal. etmﬂ

ard fed o0 (T 15 ozm.{a pﬁpﬁcm to. Lmnqm-j
LS0Uthys

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A 27



N / ResultsPlus
‘f,/\ Examiner Comments

This response is able to evidence aspects of the Level 5 descriptor.
While the candidate is able to use information well, they are
slightly let down by the conclusion, which may not be a full and
logical drawing together of justified ideas.

On the second page there is content that shows links to other
aspects of the course. The candidate has also linked them well
with the argument being made. These links do not guarantee a
Level 5 mark but open up the possibility for such.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

As this candidate does, please ensure that the links are a natural
part of the discussion being undertaken.
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Paper Summary

Following on from this report, it is possible to suggest a number of simple ways in which candidates
can be helped to improve their performance:

* Be prepared to make links to other components (papers) they have studied for Q04. Indicating in
their answer that they are doing this is helpful.

* Read questions carefully to ensure they are answering the question set.

* Allocate sufficient time for all sections. There is no requirement to begin at Question 1 and work
through the paper. Some candidates very obviously began with Section C. Whatever works best
for the candidate is permissible.

* Ensure that the source is referred to but not regurgitated in Q03(a).

¢ Consider how they are appraising the evidence and arguments they are making in Q03(b) and
QO04.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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