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Introduction

The second sitting of this specification shows that overall, candidates and centres have risen to the
challenge of the new style questions and the range of material required for the best outcomes. It
was good to see some really excellent responses which clearly demonstrate the academic grasp of
the subject. Centres across the country are to be congratulated for the clear success of their
candidates.

There are still some areas to develop as candidates need to balance the amount of time spent on
each question. Question 1 responses were far too long and it seems in some cases to have
impacted on the time left for question 4. There are only 8 marks available for Q01 and paying close
attention to the wording of the question would have helped candidates to focus their response in
the limited space allowed. Question 2 demands the careful selection of material to weigh up a
position and the ‘analyse’ aspect of question 3(b) requires the AO2 skill of using logical chains of
reasoning to fully engage with the question. The ‘clarify’ aspect of Q03(a) demands more than
simply ‘translating’ the extract because the AO1 criteria can additionally be satisfied by useful
background knowledge. The trigger words indicate the balance of AO1 and AO2 required in each
type of question and the amount of space provided on the paper indicates roughly how much time
should be spent.

The two essay questions allowed candidates to showcase their knowledge of the ethical teachings
of Jesus. Question 4, which includes the synoptic element of the course, did not preclude the use of
valid material drawn from across the specification with its focus on the Kingdom of God. There
were some very good responses that drew on a range of detailed and carefully selected knowledge
to deconstruct the issues in the question, before offering a fully justified conclusion based on
review and analysis of material. Some excellent examples of well-crafted and pertinent links made
with other components studied demonstrated that this aspect of the question can be done without
a ‘bolt-on’ paragraph approach. This is not an optional part of the question and the full range of
marks cannot be accessed if this is omitted.

Some key lessons worth addressing include:

Firstly, centres are expected to teach the whole specification and should not make assumptions
about what may or may not be tested on the exam paper or in what combination. There is no
relationship between this paper and AS Religious Studies apart from the possibility of co-teaching
similar content between AS and AL in Year 12. There should be no assumption that a co-taught
topic will appear on an A Level paper although it is likely that in some sittings this might be the
case. Candidates can be asked a question from anywhere in the specification and are best advised
to ensure that revision covers the whole course because there are no options or choices of
questions available.

Secondly, both the two-part essay question 3 and the extended essay question 4 represent a
significant proportion of the marks for the whole paper and should be given sufficient time and
attention. Candidates who spent far too much time on Q01 and/or Q02 would have been better
advised to answer the essay questions first, whilst keeping an eye on timings, as cumulatively these
add up to 60 out of 80 marks.

Thirdly, there is no substitute for accurate knowledge. Questions 1 and 2 could not be answered
through guess work - given that question 1, an ‘explore’ question, attracts 8 marks solely for AO1, it
can be expected that factual information is required for full marks because there is no requirement
to discuss or analyse. In Q02 it was clear that some candidates did not know the topic and used
other information instead that could not be credited. It is important to note that candidates who
gave general responses to a topic rather than addressing the question tended to be less successful
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as they could not answer the question fully. It remains the case that candidates invariably perform
better when they are able to apply information they have carefully learnt to the specific demands of
a question, rather than just reproducing a previous essay with no reference to the question.

Finally, one more general comment: centres would be well advised to ensure their candidates have
a good awareness of what is in Luke and John. For example, the ‘Il am’ sayings are only in John. The

Good Samaritan parable is core ethical teaching, but NOT found in all four Gospels. The Walking on
Water sign is not found in Luke’s gospel.

Overall, the most successful candidates produced impressive responses that evidenced sound

learning, engagement with the subject matter and accurate knowledge of the textual content and
relevant scholarship.
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Question 1

The best responses understood the intended target of the question and were able to relate specific,
detailed knowledge of the texts studied to the key ideas within Johannine Christology, including
ideas like the incarnation, replacement theology and the Fourth Gospel's presentation of Jesus’
messiahship. There were some excellent full, yet concise, structured responses to this question
where key ideas about the Person of Jesus were extrapolated from more than one of the 7 Signs.
Strong responses used technical terms fluently as candidates noted that the signs or

‘sémeion’ pointed to the divinity of Jesus with some developed responses engaging with the concept
of ‘High Christology'.

Quite a number concisely identified key ideas within Johannine Christology such as Jesus’ power
over nature from the sign ‘walking on the water’; ideas about the divine Person of Jesus, with
reference to replacement theology from the Wedding Feast of Cana; ideas about Jesus’ messiahship
from the healing of the blind man. Some candidates who identified where the ‘l am’ saying emerged
from a sign, eg 'l am the Bread of Life’ from the feeding of the 5000, produced very good responses.

Other strong responses were more general in tone, highlighting key ideas in regard to Jesus’
identity, expanding upon them to a degree and then justifying the perspective with reference to the
signs studied.

Responses that failed to achieve the highest levels often focused their attention on the question
they wanted rather than the question that was there. Several responses gave lengthy, accurate
and impressive examinations of the Prologue without making reference to the signs themselves.
Others included elements from the synoptic gospels and this lack of precision hampered progress.
Poor and weak responses retold the story of a sign, eg turning water into wine, without addressing
the intent of the question and discussing how the sign indicated an aspect or characteristic of the
‘Person of Jesus’. The main lesson to learn is that this question should be answered succinctly
without any discussion or analysis.
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< { ResultsPlus

|

W Examiner Comments

A classic response worthy of the full marks available. The candidate
has included a range of scholarly detail and responded to the
demand of the question.

y f \\'& .
<O\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Use the 8 marks wisely by including as much scholarly detail as
possible. The candidate has squeezed as much onto the available
space as possible without over writing.
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< / " ResultsPlus
/\ Examiner Comments

Another strong answer and it also earns full marks. It is well
organised, feels quite ‘on point’, and does enough to cover the

question. The right approach, nevertheless, for a question with only
8 marks available.

y

<A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Practise 8 mark answers on all the specification topics so they are
ready to roll out in the examination.
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Question 2

This was also a well-received question, with many excellent answers that assessed effectively the
arguments for authorship of John. A plethora of scholars were named to support the various
theories of authorship including Brown, Smalley, Dodd, Morris, Culpepper and even the
contemporary Kostenberger, etc. Many candidates offered a range of possibilities for the
authorship including identifying the ‘Beloved Disciple’ (or not, as the case may be) along with John
the son of Zebedee, Thomas, Peter, Lazarus, John the Elder, John Mark, Johannine Community,
another Apostle or a mere literary device! Supporting evidence of various kinds contributed to
some erudite answers. Some candidates deployed their knowledge of Papyrus P52 and assessed
effectively its possible authorship against a range of possibilities before arriving at a conclusion
about John the Beloved.

Weaker responses gave a brief account of John the ‘Beloved Disciple’ actually being the Apostle John
and offered the usual quotes from the Gospel to back this claim up. Such responses were often
characterised by either a lack of detailed knowledge of the specification or an overly simplistic
interpretation of authorship. This question drew the broadest range in quality of response and
suggests this area of the course has not been a priority for some centres to date. At its best, this
was a clearly well taught and well prepared for topic.
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N ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer shows that the candidate knows exactly what the
question is asking. Full marks.

D ns

There is no substitute for full learning and revision to be able to
tackle anything on the paper.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an excellent example of a script earning full marks in this
question. It has a great introduction, good content - the material on
authorship is relevant, and it uses scholarship well. It is clearly
structured and covers a wide range of material, assessing it

carefully.
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Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Questions will always be set on the specification content, and if it is
well learned, candidates are able to do well.
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Question 3

Question 3(a)

The strongest responses to this question recognised both the demand of the question in regard to
its focus on AO1, and the need to clarify key ideas rather than regurgitate the text. Some excellent
responses explored the breadth of interpretations that have been made in regard to the parable,
including the allegorical, whilst others highlighted the implications of the parable in the social
context of the first century with some detail regarding who the ‘Samaritans’ were. Some candidates
also did well to add the overall context: Jesus in conversation with a lawyer. Some interesting
responses were received exploring just why the Priest and Levite went by on the other side.

Unfortunately, the major failure for many candidates on this question was the inability to focus on
‘clarifying the ethical teachings’, and what they offered instead was a regurgitation of the passage
itself, with some attempting to add a sermon along the lines that this demonstrated how Christians
should ‘Love thy Neighbour'. Important relevant historical detail about religious groups and context
were lost in a ‘translated’ narrative as we were exhorted to ‘do likewise’, and the basic response was
not enriched by salient further detail/comment/scholarship. It was this failure to explore or expand
on elements of the text that led to some responses failing to progress beyond Level 2. The weakest
responses either retold the parable with little or no discussion or explored a range of conclusions
that cannot be sustained by this text or the wider texts studied within Luke. There was, again, some
inaccuracy in regard to which gospel was cited by the candidates.

Question 3(b)

The quality of responses to this question indicate that this is an area that candidates enjoy studying
and centres deliver to an impressive standard. Many responses accessed Level 5 or high Level 4,
and these answers were characterised by a detailed grasp of key texts within the unit such as the
parables of the Lost. The majority of candidates were clearly able to quote directly from the Gospel
and describe the various parables that related to the question. These candidates were then able to
relate the meaning of these texts to the first century audience and the modern reader, and suggest
some implications that the texts held for living.

Scholarly input was utilised well and drew upon a wide range of prominent of contributors,
including, but not limited to, Kenneth Bailey, Leon Morris, Howard Marshall, Herman Ridderbos,
Don Carson, R. T. France, Peter O'Brien and Ronald Fung to name but a few! Many candidates
focused on the word ‘importance’ in the question and managed to offer some sustained critical
analysis. Other high quality responses took a broader approach, using the unit specific texts as a
means to explore the wider theology of Luke and the imposition upon the reader to enact Jesus'
ethical teaching in a range of contexts.

Those responses that remained in and around the bottom of Level 4 or Level 3 did not explore the
application of Jesus’ ethical teachings in the lives of believers today, or the potential range of
interpretations offered by different critics and scholars. This lack of evaluative focus impaired their
progress. The weaker responses were either very short (suggesting perhaps this question was left
until last) or the candidates struggled to separate the parables of the kingdom from the ethical
teachings of Jesus in Luke. This lack of clarity in regard to the knowledge of the candidates then led
to them struggling to make valid and helpful evaluative comment. Some weaker responses relied
on the material in the passage or extracts remembered from the Fourth Gospel, such as the
woman caught in adultery, rather than some other material from Luke as demanded by the
question.

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03
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Some responses offered knowledge of the parables of the Lost but few knew all of them - most
were content to outline the Prodigal Son before moving on to analyse the ethical demands of the
Kingdom of God. Material on the Kingdom of God was accepted as relevant if the candidate
focused on its ethical content with support from Luke’s gospel. Others repeated narrative from part
(a) and failed to note anything of significance in Jesus’ teachings regarding the poor, outcasts and
wealth. Finally, much time was wasted by discussing a link to another paper that is the specific
requirement for Q04. This is evidence of pre-learning a topic from Q04 without the skill for adapting
elements of the topic for another question.
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Read the following passage before answering the question.
' )
10:30 ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half
dead.

31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side.

32 S0 100, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side.

33 But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him,
he took pity on him.

34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put
the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.

35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after
him, he said, ‘and when | return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may
have!

(Source: Extract from the Holy Bible, New International Version, Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, International Bible Society, Luke 10: 30-35, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the ethical teachings illustrated in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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(b) Analyse the importance of Jesus’ teachings regarding the poor, outcasts and
wealth in Luke’s Gospel.

(20)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In Q03(a) the candidate uses the passage well to clarify the ethical
teachings found in the parable. The response in Q03(b) is a solid,
detailed and scholarly response to this question. Both parts score
full marks. The candidate is well prepared and able to draw on a
range of effectively applied material.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There are many legitimate ways of handling the extract question,
but it is essential that you refer to the passage set. Ensure that you
have scholarly material at hand when dealing with textual
clarification and the analysis required in part (b) in order to earn full
marks.

28 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



3 (a) Clarify the ethical teachings illustrated in this passage.
You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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(b) Analyse the importance of Jesus’teachings regarding the poor, outcasts and
wealth in Luke’s Gospel.
(20)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Another super full marks response, showing how a range of relevant
material can be applied with equal success to this question.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Get your timing right. This answer is notionally allowed 30 minutes
of writing, so it needs to be extensive, but you must practise
regularly so you are fit for the pressure of the examination.
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Question 4

On the whole Question 4 was answered well, and the lack of very short responses suggested that
centres have worked with candidates on how best to divide their time as they attempt the paper.
There were a range of approaches to the question, with some candidates preferring to focus on
specific texts and use them as a springboard to explore features of Luke’s theology of the kingdom,
while others chose to explore key perspectives in regard to eschatology and then sustain them
from the text. The best candidates made effective connections to their other areas of study,
including religious language (centring on discussions of ‘meaning’) and life after death (focusing on
the discussion regarding the relationship between the body and the mind) from the Philosophy of
Religion course, to concepts such as the categorical imperative and a range of theories regarding
equality within the Religion and Ethics unit.

It is clear that many responses drew upon material used for Q03(b) but it should be noted that the
material was relevant to the question as set. Many good answers explored the various aspects of
eschatology including realised and inaugurated, etc. The OT/Jewish understanding of the term KoG
and arising antecedents provided fruitful introductory material for good candidates. Some
responses referred to how Jesus’ concept of the KoG differed to that of the Jews in that it was not
an earthly domain but a spiritual/metaphysical one. Schweitzer’s theory on ‘futurist eschatology’
(parousia) featured heavily and top answers countered with Dodd’s refutation of it with his theory
on ‘realised eschatology’. The theological significance of kerygmatic theologians such as Barth and
Bultmann was included by some candidates to good effect.

Weaker responses were incomplete or dealt with general knowledge on what the Kingdom of God
might be. The potential of this question was missed by candidates who had not grasped how the
various scholarly interpretations of the term 'Kingdom of God' were linked to divergent
eschatological models that borrow from these interpretations. Some glimpses of the theological
significance of eschatological understandings of the Kingdom of God emerged if any of the
scholarship was understood. Typically, lower level responses outlined the parable of the Sower and
the Seed and gave an account of the demands of discipleship before rambling back to the parable
of the Good Samaritan to stretch out the length of the essay.

Centres are to be congratulated, for the majority of responses to Q04 were well within the higher
levels of achievement.
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4 Evaluate the theological significance of the Kingdom of God in Luke’s Gospel.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in New
Testament Studies have been influenced by one of the following:

«  Philosophy of Religion

+ Religion and Ethics

«  Study of Religion (excluding Christianity). .
(30)
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< / ResultsPlus

] o \ .
’;{y < Examiner Comments

This is an example of a superb response that was awarded full
marks. There is a good range and variety of material here, a clear
structure, and a good link made with the philosophy that, whilst
short, flows quite well. The candidate writes elegantly and this
response is a very good example of one of the right approaches to
the question.

<O\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

To do well on this question it is essential to include scholarship and
to keep exemplars tight and efficient. Generic answers cannot earn
the same credit.
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4 Evaluate the theological significance of the Kingdom of God in Luke’s Gospel. _p ¢}..ist

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in New
Testament Studies have been influenced by one of the following:

+  Philosophy of Religion
. Religion and Ethics

+  Study of Religion (excluding Christianity).
(30)
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S ResultsPlus
W Examiner Comments

This is a shorter, very well ordered response that earned full marks.
The candidate navigates their material very well and draws a clear
conclusion.

1\

7a\!

)\ .
< ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

A clear structure to the longer essays is very useful. Essays do not
have to be eight pages long to earn full marks.
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Paper Summary

A very good year's work has been done by centres and candidates, in general equipping candidates
to respond well to the demands of this paper. Candidates appear to enjoy the material they study
and are able to respond with enthusiasm.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Respond to the specific demands of the question by tailoring relevant information.

Practise using the exam timing.

Use the answer booklet correctly and avoid unnecessary attachments.

Support points made with examples and relevant textual detail.

Express your viewpoint clearly where AO2 is required.

Continue to develop a good range of scholarship.

Take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars).
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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