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Introduction

This year was the first sitting of the new specification and it was a privilege to read scripts which
clearly demonstrated the academic grasp of the subject that candidates possessed. These
achievements are only possible through the hard work and dedication of centres that, despite the
lack of a formal text book, drew together a wide range of their own resources to empower their
candidates within this subject. Centres across the country are to be congratulated for the clear
success of their candidates. New Testament Studies is one of three papers that candidates can
choose to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills in Advanced Level Religious
Studies. The marks from each individual paper contribute to one overall subject grade.

The paper was set as follows:

Q1 Topic 4.1: Ways of interpreting scripture - ‘Explore’ question

Q2 Topic 6: Luke’s gospel - ethical teachings -'Assess’ question

Q3 Topic 5a: Luke's gospel- Kingdom of God - Two part essay (30 marks)

Q4 Topic 5b: John's Gospel - Religious and political conflict in the ministry of Jesus. Extended essay
(30 marks)

The two essay questions allowed candidates to showcase their knowledge on both gospels.
Question 4 did not preclude the use of valid material drawn from across the specification. Key
lessons could be learned and applied in terms of tackling the new style questions and the mixture
of content which draws from the legacy specification as well as introducing new topics.

Centres are expected to teach the whole specification and should not make assumptions about
what may or may not be tested on the exam paper or in what combination. There is no relationship
between this paper and AS Religious Studies apart from the possibility of co-teaching similar
content between AS and AL in Year 12. There should be no assumption that a ‘co-taught’ topic will
appear on an A Level paper although it is likely that in some sittings this might be the case.
Candidates can be asked a question from anywhere in the specification and are best advised to
ensure that revision covers the whole course because there are no ‘options’ or ‘choices’ of
questions available.

Both the two-part essay (Question 3(a/b)) and the extended essay (Question 4) represent a
significant proportion of the marks for the whole paper and should be given sufficient time and
attention. Candidates who spent far too much time on Question 1 and/or Question 2 would have
been better advised to answer the essay questions first, whilst keeping an eye on timings, as
cumulatively these add up to 60 out of 80 marks.

There is no substitute for accurate knowledge. Questions 1 and 2 could not be answered through
guess work - given that Question 1, an ‘Explore’ question attracts 8 marks solely for AO1 it can be
expected that factual information is required for full marks because there is no requirement to
discuss or analyse. In Question 2 it was clear that some candidates did not know the topic and used
other information instead that could not be credited. It is important to note that candidates who
gave general responses to a topic rather than addressing the question tended to be less successful
as they could not answer the question fully. It remains the case that candidates invariably perform
better when they are able to apply information they have carefully learnt to the specific demands of
a question, rather than just reproducing a previous essay with no reference to the question.
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It is imperative that centres explain to candidates where to write their answers ahead of the exam
and encourage them to read the instructions page on the front of the paper in the exam room
carefully. It is not good practice to encourage unnecessary attached paper when there was already
sufficient space in the booklet to write the answer. Some candidates did this with every question
and ultimately this wastes time turning backwards and forwards.

Overall, the most successful candidates produced impressive responses that evidenced sound

learning, engagement with the subject matter and accurate knowledge of the textual content and
relevant scholarship.
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Question 1

This question should be answered succinctly without any discussion or analysis. Candidates will
benefit from practising these answers under timed conditions, ensuring they focus solely on the
factual information required to gain full marks.

Candidates were asked to explore the key ways of interpreting scripture. The best candidates
confidently discussed the quadriga fourfold method of Cassian and understood how Aquinas
developed this exegetical tactic at a later date. Many candidates discussed their material as the
fourfold sense of scripture under the headings of the most common approaches such as: literal,
moral, allegorical and anagogical. Candidates also successfully explored the enlightenment and
post enlightenment categories and referred most often to Barth and Bultmann. All valid material
was credited and some responses went into great detail about effectively using the Quadriga for
interpreting scripture.

The command word ‘explore’ required candidates to demonstrate understanding by investigating
valid approaches to interpreting scripture. Candidates needed to know what exegetical method
they were exploring and correctly identify how the methodology worked. On the whole candidates
explored two dominant pathways for the question; one exploring the fourfold sense of scripture
and the other exploring the alternative approaches favoured by Barth and Bultmann. A small, but
impressive, number of candidates took a wider approach and included reference to both pre and
post Enlightenment methods, showing an encouraging grasp of a complex and technical area of
study. Some candidates misunderstood the question and discussed critical methodologies and the
synoptic problem and of these a few were able to successfully relate some of this material to
biblical interpretation. All valid commentary on the interpretation of scripture was credited but it
was clear that the weakest candidates had not understood either area of study.

On the whole the question was answered to a good standard and there was a clear distinction
between those candidates who had gained a thorough understanding of the course content and
those who had not. The best responses were characterised by accurate application of scholarly
thought in regard to the interpretation of scripture and the capacity to summarise the methodology
being explored. Achievement was affected in the lower range by irrelevant exploration of other
material not required by the question.

This exemplar demonstrates a valid approach to this question. Whilst many candidates presented
different material this candidate summarised succinctly a range of scholarly views on the topic.
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1 Explore key ways of interpreting Scripture.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has solid knowledge of the content
and covers with precision a comprehensive range
of relevant academic scholarship.

Q ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

This response earned full marks and demonstrates
that the question can be answered in the space
provided.
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This is an example of an unfinished response. It is possible that the candidate might have left this
question until the end and ran out of time.

1 Explore key ways of interpreting Scripture.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate refers accurately to four ways of
interpreting scripture and gains 3 marks but offers
no more detail. Examiners can only mark what is
actually written.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The highest levels can be only be accessed through
presenting enough material. Time management is
crucial.
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Question 2

This question asked candidates to assess the significance of the parables of the Lost in Luke’s
Gospel. The 12 mark Assess question can only gain full marks if there is evidence of analysis over
and above the narrative of the parables of the Lost which was the required target AO1 knowledge.
The command word ‘assess’ required candidates to apply reasoned argument of factors to reach a
judgement regarding their importance/relevance to the question context. The expectation of this
guestion is that AO1 knowledge and understanding of the parables of the Lost will underpin AO2
analysis and evaluation and the question demanded that the ‘significance’ of selected AO1 material
be addressed. It would not be sufficient to write about the parables of the Lost ina narrative style
without saying anything about the significance of these sayings in general.

Candidates who achieved the best marks understood the demands of the question and were able
to discuss a range of relevant theological themes that emerged from the content such as loss,
repentance, compassion and forgiveness with some making reference to atonement theology.
These responses were characterised by the ability to assess the implication of the parables of the
lost for ethical living, rather than simply recalling their narratives. Many candidates showed an
impressive grasp of some of the scholarship referred to in the specification, including Marshall and
Matera. The vast majority of candidates were able to demonstrate knowledge of the Lost Parables;
a common trait of lower scoring responses was that they recounted the parables, focusing solely on
AO1, thereby ignoring the command word, ‘assess’. Some candidates focussed on two parables
(often the Lost Sheep & Lost Coin), citing what they tell readers about the Kingdom of God in terms
of repentance and celebration. Candidates who chose to assess all three parables exegeted the
Lost Son to varying depth: some only examined the prodigal son and his father, whilst others spoke
at length about the attitude of the elder brother, drawing analogies to the Pharisees of First
Century Palestine, and modern readers.

Some candidates misunderstood the ‘target’ of the question and instead spent time discussing
alternative parables for other gospels or the ‘Il am' sayings and their discourses in the Fourth
gospel. The weakest responses either failed to grasp the target of the question or did not show any
detailed knowledge or capacity for evaluation. A significant number did notknow what the parables
of the Lost were and proceeded to discuss a plethora of different parables. Weaker candidates
relied on any knowledge they had about scripture in order to attempt the question.Some
candidates confused the Parable of the Lost Sheep with ‘Il am the Good Shepherd’.Some candidates
were clearly not prepared for the parables of the Lost and dealt with it in two ways; firstly, simply
focussing on the word ‘lost’ and attempting to link it to being lost and then being found by Jesus.
Secondly, they focussed on other parables being more significant than the parables of the lost.
Overall, whilst this question attracted some excellent responses there was evidence of varied levels
of achievement.

This answer on the parables of the Lost in Luke’s Gospel focuses on the question and presents

more than just a brief narrative of three parables. The full range of elements in the question is
assessed and enough is done to score 12 marks.
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N (ResultsPlus
E/N Examiner Comments

Comprehensive accurate coverage of the required
textual material and identification of the
significance of appropriate theological themes
makes this a very good answer.

\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

Solid learning pays off. Stay on topic. If the
question asks for a specific topic then a
comprehensive assessment of the right material
will achieve a high outcome.
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This answer indicates that the candidate did not really know enough about the topic to go further
than a brief narrative of the parables followed by an attempt to assess their significance.

2 Assess the significance of the parables of the Lost in Luke’s Gospel.
(12)
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ﬁ | { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer is too brief to achieve Level 3. There is
sufficient AO1 and AO2 material to place this
response in Level 2 but without the additional AO2
comment this would have been a Level 1 answer.

N\
/ \

\ ResuitsPlus

Examiner Tip

Adding detail will increase the rewards. Marks
cannot be awarded if the material is not there.
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Question 3 (a)

This question, the first of a two-part essay question on an excerpt, asked candidates to clarify the
significant ideas contained in the parable of the Sower and the Seed. This question should be
answered succinctly with close reference to the passage and it was answered very well by the
majority of candidates who offered a helpful clarification of the key messages of the parable of the
Sower from Luke's gospel.

The best responses were able to take the narrative of the parable and offer some conclusions as to
the intention of the evangelist or how the parable has been interpreted through history. Some of
the very best responses offered alternative interpretations from pre and post enlightenment
thought which was remarkable, especially in regard to the eschatological significance of the text.
Almost all candidates were able to explain the key ideas contained within the Parable of the Sower,
citing the seeds as an allegory for the Word of God and the different surfaces for people’s attitudes
towards it.Full marks required close attention to the passage itself and attention to the command
word in the question ‘clarify’ which demanded that key ideas be identified and key concepts
explained.

The expectation of this question is that AO1 knowledge and understanding of the subject matter
will underpin AO2 analysis and evaluation and the question demanded that the ‘clarification’ of
selected AO1 material be addressed. Some potentially good responsesplateaued at the top of Level
2 due to a failure to clarify the key ideas; the question requires more than just breaking the extract
into sections and repeating it almost verbatim without any discussion or analysis and access to
higher levels is restricted by merely listing some verses without comment. Candidates will benefit
from practising these answers under timed conditions, ensuring they focus solely on the factual
information required to gain full marks and thinking about how to use this excerpt on the paper
directly to the fullest benefit.

This is an example of a Level 2 response. The candidate presents a range of knowledge but there is
not enough detail to award this response a higher level. The candidate addresses a narrow range of
key concepts triggered by the passage and could have included much more reference to the
excerpt.

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03
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The candidate is not really in control of the topic and struggles to answer the question.

3 (a) Clarify the significant ideas illustrated in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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< (; ResultsPlus
V\; Examiner Comments

This is not a fully developed response. The
available excerpt has not been exploited fully by
the candidate.

\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip

An excerpt printed on the paper is a gift that can
be used to gain valuable marks because the verses
are there in front of you. Learn how to analyse
material and draw out from it the essential
concepts.
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This is an example of a helpful, succinct clarification of the significant ideas in the parable of the
Sower from Luke's gospel. The candidate works carefully through the verses in the excerpt inclusive
of Verse 10 and mentions a wide range of key concepts ending with a reference to realised and
future eschatology that is usefully supported with reference to Marshall’s view in the closing
comment. Whilst many candidates who achieved full marks wrote three sides, this candidate gets
the job done effectively in 2 % pages.

3 (a) Clarify the significant ideas illustrated in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

OM.. Supepapgnvek. 1L, (S Urd, .

(10)
Tbaak W b SNG4 A L30TMA. A (IVadam . MO o bag,

RGO SO MM ..... Mmmﬁ

Lt st bg....L..m b aguham

e au, w Sattadd Wit emr
..wﬂu- (W0 A, God (MMt mymmwm

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03

19



et AOAL dots S0 Amde SOVS G Wagdbiglats. Woti Mot aMte plants.

..WMMQMwmu V77

M tan nduanddiad (on tadee  Har GING

. Cod and. M kb
A puapu s ww o mmm ..... Uatas . m ‘-'d(

..m%ﬁmm mebwumm

20 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



Vo O VR, [0y 0 Unt (it & TS btat X eV bR .

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer focuses on the question with close
reference to the passage and reaches Level 3in
both AO1 and AO2 and scored 10 marks. The
candidate knew how to handle the material.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There is no substitute for either depth or breadth.
Fluency in the topic really does achieve high marks.
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Question 3 (b)

Question 3(b) drew a significant variety of approaches from candidates - some focussed more
attention on the parable in part (a) plus one or two other parables of the Kingdom of God in Luke
whilst the majority of candidates preferred a more programmatic approach through Jesus' teaching
in Luke drawn from awider selection of the parables of the Kingdom and the respective conclusions
that have been drawn from them. Some excellent responses drew on their study of religious and
ethical language and drilled down into what is meant by ‘meaning’, while others preferred a more
programmatic approach through Jesus’ teaching in Luke and discussedlinks betweenthe parables
and different types of eschatology, debating whether or not the various groups in First Century
Palestine shared the same views and, hence, whether or not they would have understood what
Jesus was telling them about the arrival of the Kingdom. All valid approaches were considered as
the wording of the question did not restrict responses exclusively to ‘early believers'.

Candidates predominantly discussedthe context of Jesus’ parabolic teachings, why Jesus taught in
parables and the meaning of the parables for the audience at this time in Jesus’ ministry. Some
mentioned ‘early believers’ as those who heard the parables first hand from Jesus and discussed
oral tradition before moving on to analysing why the parables might have meaning for modern day
believers with the benefits of scholarly insight and tradition.Candidates cited examples of parables
and analysed why Jesus used familiar images and discussed the impact on hearers if the meaning
of parables is accessible. Some used a brief link with 3(a) to argue allegorically about preaching
which carried different levels of meaning for hearers who respond accordingly. Candidates
discussed why Jesus appeared to conceal the meaning of some parables as they were designed to
make hearers think and ponder their meaning. Some responses made good use of Morris’ view and
related this successfully to the question by arguing parables both reveal and conceal truths which
suggests parables have meaning for the genuine seeker who takes the trouble of discovering the
meaning for themselves but therefore will remain concealed from or have little meaning for the
listener ‘who hears them’ and does nothing about it.

Some very good use was made of the first century background - candidates clearly discussed how
Jesus taught under the Roman occupation to an audience with intensified hopes for the coming of
God's Kingdom and many candidates analysed the difference this might make for a first century
listener who shared this expectation. Indeed, the varied religious and political groups of the time
were argued by some candidates to possess a predisposition to either find deep meaning within
Jesus' teachings, or reject them through fear of alienation from their religious or political group if
accepting the message meant a life style change - in this way candidates drew a distinction
between different groups of hearers and effectively answered the question. Some candidates
concluded to Jesus' own interpretation that the seed falling on fertile ground related to listeners
with a noble and good heart whilst other ‘hearers’ would not be as receptive and productive;
therefore not everyone would find the parables meaningful or be prepared to act on them. The
best responses analysed the claim and all justified judgments fully supported by comprehensive
appraisal of the evidence earned high marks. Most candidates understood that parables are not
lost on everyone but it is fair to say that there is varied response to Jesus' parabolic teachings
related to the level of understanding that the listener has and whether the parable was able to
convey the message intended by Jesus. Overall, this question was very well done by candidates who
confidently deployed their extensive knowledge of parabolic teachings.

This is clearly a short script that had potential for development if the candidate knew the parables
of the kingdom of God or had planned their time more carefully as it is highly likely that time had
just ran out.

The plan contains a reference to the parable in Question 3(a) and the comments made on this are
coherent. The ideas in the plan are repeated in the very brief narrative and there is just not enough
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material on the page to award more than 4 marks. There is no evidence of any further knowledge
on the parables beyond that which already appeared in the extract in 3(a).

(b) Analyse the claim that the parables of Jesus have little meaning for some hearers.
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<7 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate may have ran out of time and the
lesson to be learned is that of time management. It
is also possible that this topic was omitted in
revision.

G\

& \ ResultsP
N Examiner Tip

Practise time management under examination
conditions. Examiners cannot award marks if the
material is not there on the page.
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This is an example of a Level 5 answer that demonstrated a wide range of knowledge with accurate
use of relevant scholarship. Specialist language and terminology are carefully selected and used
appropriately, accurately and the candidate clearly had control over the material which was
sustained throughout. The interesting aspect of this response is the intelligent reference to Topic
4.1 whereby the question was answered directly through a discussion of the interpretation of
scripture. This material was effectively applied to drill down into what is meant by ‘meaning’ and
suggestions adapted directly from scholarly interpretations were deployed to answer the question.
The response was awarded a high Level 5 to acknowledge the quality of religious thinking but
missed out on full marks because the range of parables deployed could have used a little more
narrative detail wider to demonstrate the candidate’s knowledge of parables.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response demonstrates a well-thought out
response with accurate scholarship and relevant
subject knowledge.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Add a little detail to named parables to suggest full
knowledge but don't use this as padding to make
up for lack of commentary which is ultimately a
higher order skill. There are occasions when detail
can enrich commentary and it is better to include
than to omit detail.
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Question 4

This question was by far the most successful question for many candidates on the paper. Within
these very impressive responses candidates deployed a variety of approaches and there was more
than one pathway to an excellent mark. The best candidates made nuanced and mature links to
other areas of study, whether focussing on meaning and language, the application of situation
ethics or a comparison between the biography of the Prophet Muhammad and Jesus. The best
responses maintained a clear focus on the statement being evaluated and demonstrated an
impressive depth of textual understanding of the key conflict narratives in the fourth gospel, or the
birth narratives in Matthew. However, many of the high Level 4 responses failed to make an
accurate or developed link to an alternative area of study.The question itself was open in that it did
not prohibit the use of material from Luke’s gospel for discussing ‘why did Jesus have to die?' (as a
result of conflict issues) or for those who wanted to discuss the ethical permutations of conflict with
closer reference to either ethical teachings in Luke or to material from the Study of Ethics. Many
candidates deployed ethical perspectives surrounding conflict and a few candidates considering the
crucifixion of Jesus evaluated utilitarian aspects surrounding events that led up to the crucifixion.
These discussions were handled very well by candidates who clearly understood the question and
used many sensible connections across the specification to the full to offer a mature response.

Candidates exploited fully an opportunity to deploy material from other topics on the specification
directly related to the Fourth Gospel such as 2.3b Miracles and signs in the Fourth Gospel, and 3.2a
The purpose and authorship of the Fourth Gospel. Candidates recognised both of these topics
contained relevant material for answering Question 4 because conflict situations surrounding Jesus’
miracles often arose as Jesus went about his ministry. The different purposes of the Fourth Gospel
(3.2a) also provided relevant material for discussing ‘who he was’ (Question 4) as amongst a variety
of purposes of the Fourth Gospel an obvious purpose was that of Christology. This point was not
missed by the majority of candidates who also engaged with their background knowledge on the
world of the first century from topic 1.2 to highlight their discussion about the various religious and
political authorities who had reasons for ‘conflict with Jesus’ (5.2a) as per Question 4. The omission
of a reference to the crucifixion and resurrection narratives in Luke's gospel in Question 4 placed
this question very firmly within the narrative of John's Gospel but not to the exclusion of material
usefully deployed from other parts of the specification. The wording of the question relates very
closely to 5.2a which specifically is ‘presented in the Fourth Gospel' however, the omission of a
specific gospel in the question equally opened up an alternative pathway that was very well
traversed in some excellent responses. Overall, this question was very well answered and it was a
privilege to read the vast range of knowledge or the depth and control that the best candidates had
over their material. A few weak responses were either descriptive, or failed to demonstrate the
breadth of understanding required to access the higher levels but for the majority, there is no
doubt that candidates performed very well on this question.

This is an example of a Level 2 response. The candidate offers a limited range of knowledge and
begins to deconstruct some religious information but there is just not enough material there to get
into Level 3. The candidate has not written enough to explore any other links with other papers that
have been studied. There is little or no attempt to appraise the evidence presented so overall this is
a weak answer.
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4 Evaluate the claim that the religious and political authorities came into conflict with
Jesus because they misunderstood who he was,

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in New
Testament Studies have been influenced by one of the following:

+  Philosophy of Religion
« Religion and Ethics
«  Study of Religion (excluding Christianity).
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Commen ts

The candidate is not really in control of the topic
and struggles to answer the question.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There is no substitute for knowledge of the
material. Read the question carefully to check that
all avenues have been explored because the
Question 4 essay allows scope for drawing from a
wide range of material.

30 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



This is an example of a Level 5 answer that demonstrated a wide range of knowledge with accurate
use of relevant scholarship. Specialist language and terminology are carefully selected and used
appropriately, accurately and the candidate clearly had control over the material which was
sustained throughout 6 pages.

The interesting aspect of this response is the breadth of conflict situations that were discussed in
relation to the question. The candidate deployed this material confidently to answer the question
and also made reference to logical positivism that fulfilled the requirement to make a link with one
other paper. This requirement is difficult to integrate into essays and many candidates crowbarred
a statement for this link that was badly juxtaposed to surrounding content. This exemplar shows a
reasonable attempt to include this link.

The response was awarded a high Level 5 to acknowledge the quality of response in an essay that
logically drew together a wide range of ideas. Connections were made between the full range of
elements in the question and the only point that could have been improved was the reference to
Atheism and Dawkins within a NT context. There are other more qualified NT scholars in this
subject that deserve a mention. That said, the candidate did cite some very good classical scholars
and the point is being made here that the inclusion of this exemplar is not by way of supporting
Dawkins within the range of expected scholarship. The candidate was in no way penalised for
mentioning Dawkins but surely there are better examples. The essay is included because it covers
the topic very well and represents one of the pathways to high marks adopted by candidates.
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4 Evaluate the claim that the religious and political authorities came into conflict with
Jesus because they misunderstood who he was.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in New
Testament Studies have been influenced by one of the following:

+ Philosophy of Religion
+ Religion and Ethics
« Study of Religion (excluding Christianity).
(30)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate covers the topic comprehensively
and clearly answers the question.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Consider the inclusion of relevant scholarship to
enhance your answer.
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Paper Summary

A very good year's work has been done by centres and candidates, in general equipping candidates
to respond well to the demands of this paper. Candidates appear to enjoy the material they study
and are able to respond with enthusiasm.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Respond to the specific demands of the question by tailoring relevant information.

Practice writing to timed practice questions using the exam timing.

Use the answer booklet correctly and avoid unnecessary attachments.

Support points made with examples and relevant textual detail.

Express your viewpoint clearly where AO2 is required.

Continue to develop a good range of scholarship and avoid citing Dawkins who is not a NT
scholar.

Take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars).
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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