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Introduction
Important information about mark schemes:

Detailed mark schemes are available on the Religious Studies web site. Examiners at 
standardisation are reminded that the mark scheme contains:

(i) General Marking Guidance: This consists of eight bullet points including, ‘Candidates must 
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.’

(ii) Generic mark scheme: This divides each level across both AO1 and AO2 into three 
sub-levels – low, mid and high. Each concludes with a statement about quality of written 
communication.

(iii) Indicative level descriptors: These are meant to be indicative rather than definitional of 
content at each level. The introduction to the indicative level descriptors states:

‘Examiners should be reminded that any legitimate approach to the clarification and 
discussion of the passage must be rewarded and there is no need for candidates to cover 
every idea mentioned in the extract.’

(iv) In addition, on pages 120-121 of the Spec there is an abbreviated guide of the level 
descriptors.

Introduction to the paper: Examiners commented that much of this work was competent 
with evidence of depth of understanding. Candidates at this level of success made the best 
use of the synoptic opportunities from related anthologies in 6RS04 and relevant material in 
6RS03, plus, where appropriate, the two AS units: 6RS01 and 6RS02.  

Lower levels of work had a more basic understanding of the passage with limited scholarship 
to support the claims being made. There were instances of unsatisfactory time management 
relating to the respective demands of the two assessment objectives. A few spent too long 
on AO1 with too little attention to AO2 and vice versa.
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Question 1
Good practice and areas for improvement

AO1 characteristics of good quality:

•	 comprehensive understanding of the passage and its context within Bilimoria

•	 well-structured and coherent answers

•	 competent analysis of complex issues and problems associated with ‘opposing traditions’ 
of anti-action and moral duties

•	 analysis of terms including Nivritti and Pravritti 

•	 synoptic links with Gandhi and Dayanda Sarasvati. 

AO1 work that requires improvement:

•	 answers were not systematically focused on the passage in an explicit manner

•	 a simple comprehension task and typically short.  

AO2 characteristics of good quality:

•	 impressive presentations with confident evaluations of the complexities of the Bhagavad 
Gita 

•	 effective selection and management of arguments and implications including a range of 
views about the synthesis of asceticism and duty  

•	 an ability to discuss key ideas such as the claim that the Bhagavad Gita has not ‘satisfied 
all and sundry’

•	 the significance of the ‘unique concept of nishkama karma’. 

AO2 work that requires improvement:

•	 basic points of view with limited use of argument and evidence

•	 isolated view-points without appropriate exemplary support.

The following scripts are examples of good practice.
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In many ways this was an excellent answer. The 
candidate presented an admirable examination of 
the passage, together with an understanding of its 
context within Bilimoria. The candidate was well-
informed about Hinduism and made first class use 
of various Hindu traditions, key figures and selected 
primary sources. This was an intelligent examination 
of the passage and its distinguishing features in a 
broader context.

AO2 contained a range of contrasting interpretations 
with coherent evaluations. Particular attention 
was given to ideas about 'duty' as reflected in the 
passage. 

Examiner Comments
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The candidate examined the passage in detail and 
expanded on a range of key issues. The candidate 
investigated themes such as caste, asceticism 
and ahimsa. There was effective use of significant 
Hindu thinkers and scriptures. Particular attention 
was given to the notion of 'disinterested action' as 
highlighted in the passage.

There was a range of views about the Bhavagad Gita 
in AO2, together with reasons for these views. This 
part was characterised by arguments for and against 
various interpretations about the Bhagavad Gita.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are encouraged to develop important 
study skills. This unit opens up the possibility of developing a range of study skills applicable 
to a number of career and HE routes. There are many excellent sources available. One 
noteworthy edition is:

•	 The Arts Good Study Guide 2nd Edition 2008 Open University Worldwide

•	  Chambers, Ellie and Northedge, Andrew.

This includes a scrutiny of: 

•	 arange of reading and note making techniques 

•	 the craft and process of writing good essays

•	 significance of analysis and evaluation

•	 preparing for examinations. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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