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Introduction
Important information about mark schemes: Detailed mark schemes are available on 
the Religious Studies web site. Examiners at standardisation are reminded that the mark 
scheme contains:

(i) General Marking Guidance: This consists of eight bullet points including, ‘Candidates must 
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions.’

(ii) Generic mark scheme: This divides each level across both AO1 and AO2 into three 
sub-levels – low, mid and high. Each concludes with a statement about quality of written 
communication.

(iii) Indicative level descriptors: These are meant to be indicative rather than definitional of 
content at each level. 

The introduction to the indicative level descriptors states: Examiners should be reminded 
that any legitimate approach to the clarification and discussion of the passage must be 
rewarded and there is no need for candidates to cover every idea mentioned in the extract.’

(iv) In addition, on pages 120-121 of the Specification there is an abbreviated guide to the 
level descriptors.

Introduction to the paper: This year examiners commented that they had read some 
of the most competent and confident answers they have seen on this paper. The most 
able candidates engaged with all aspects of the passage including the nuances of the 
argument and candidates displayed high levels of achievement in dealing with its strengths 
and weaknesses. Candidates at this level of success made the best use of the synoptic 
opportunities from related anthologies in 6RS04 and relevant material in 6RS03, plus, 
where appropriate, the two AS units: 6RS01 and 6RS02. Those candidates scoring at the 
higher levels had an excellent understanding of how to present an argument, combining a 
thoughtful and carefully worded expression of personal opinion, properly backed up with 
reference to scholars, traditions and arguments.  

Lower levels of work had a more basic understanding of the passage with limited scholarship 
to support the claims being made. There were instances of unsatisfactory time management 
relating to the respective demands of the two assessment objectives. A few spent too long 
on AO1 with too little attention to AO2 and vice versa. A few candidates merged AO1 and 
AO2. Typically, these paid scant attention to the issues of the implications of the passage for 
understanding religion and human experience.  This year there were some candidates who 
were not familiar with the passage but quite good on related arguments and hence whilst 
their AO1 marks were lower they tended to score better in AO2. Nevertheless their overall 
mark was lower than more balanced answers.    
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Question 1
Good practice and areas for improvement 

AO1 characteristics of good quality:

•	 Comprehensive understanding of the passage

•	 Well-managed and coherent answers

•	 Competent analysis of complex issues and problems

•	 Analysis of terms including ‘religious knowledge’ and ‘intuition’

•	 Confident use of scholarship to support their explanations, including Buber, Owen, Baillie  

•	 Effective and appropriate use of the other anthology sources by Ayer and Westphal

•	 Expansion of ideas briefly mentioned in the passage but developed elsewhere.

AO1 work that requires improvement:

•	 Evidence of extensive reference to a passage from a different set text, especially Ayer at 
the expense of the selected passage on the exam paper

•	 Answers were not systematically focused on the passage in an explicit manner

•	 A simple comprehension task and typically short

•	 A generic account of the whole source from the anthology 

•	 A general account of related ideas on religious experience with limited ability for drawing 
out the specifics in the passage

•	 Reference to scholars' names but with little analysis of their ideas.  

AO2 characteristics of good quality:

•	 Impressive presentations with confident evaluations, as a result of engagement with 
Religious Studies over a two year period  

•	 Effective selection and management of arguments and implications

•	 An ability to discuss key ideas such as the claim that ‘intuitive awareness may be 
claimed as a way of knowing God’

•	 Critical remarks about Donovan’s distinction between theological and philosophical 
epistemology

•	 Sustained debate with purposeful use of views for and against, including Swinburne, 
Ayer and Flew.

AO2 work that requires improvement:

•	 Basic points of view with limited use of argument and evidence

•	 Isolated viewpoints without appropriate exemplary support.

•	 The following scripts are examples of good practice.
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This answer merited full marks. Overall, it is clearly structured across both AO1 and AO2. 
It covers a wide range of material. In AO1 it pays careful attention to specific detail within 
the passage. There is excellent use of scholarship, integrated into the body of the answer.

AO2 answers the full demands of this objective. The candidate evaluates a range of 
contrasting views and presents explicit material on the implications for understanding 
religion and human experience.   

Examiner Comments
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This candidate was well-informed about the topic of religious 
experience. This background knowledge was used to good effect in 
applying a range of detailed material to the Donovan passage. There 
was effective use of scholars to examine the passage, including 
Aquinas, Hume and Ayer.

There were good philosophical debates in AO2 including the distinctions 
between 'being right' and 'feeling certain'. The candidate engaged 
in critical debates regarding the contributions of scholars such as 
Russell and Owen to this topic.

Examiner Comments
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This candidate has developed a distinctive style regarding the use of scholars 
within an answer. Virtually every paragraph is constructed around scholars. 
Sometimes they are used in relation to their contributions to the topic and in 
other paragraphs there are debates and comparisons between scholars. This 
method may not work with some candidates and some tasks. This candidate, 
however, has refined this style to a high level of sophistication. It is worthy of 
full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are encouraged to develop important 
study skills. This unit opens up the possibility of developing a range of study skills applica-
ble to a number of career and HE routes. There are many excellent sources available. One 
noteworthy edition is:

The Arts Good Study Guide 2nd Edition 2008 Open University Worldwide, Chambers, Ellie and 
Northedge, Andrew.

This includes a scrutiny of: 

•	 A range of reading and note making techniques·

•	 The craft and process of writing good essays

•	 Significance of analysis and evaluation

•	 Preparing for examinations. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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