
Examiners’ Report
June 2015

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



2 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We 
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps 

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam results.

•	 See students’ scores for every exam question.
•	 Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.
•	 Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to 

develop their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.  
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone 
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds 
of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 
years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international 
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through 
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: 
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2015

Publications Code US042506

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2015



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 3

Introduction
This unit assesses candidates’ ability over two Assessment Objectives:

AO1 Select and demonstrate relevant knowledge and understanding through the use of 
evidence, examples and correct language and terminology appropriate to the course of 
study (21 marks per question) .

AO2 Critically evaluate and justify a point of view through the use of evidence and reasoned 
argument (9 marks per question).

The most popular sections continue to be Philosophy of Religion and Ethics with the next 
popular being New Testament. This year most candidates answered two Philosophy of 
Religion questions and one Ethics question making this the most popular combination.

Successful candidates managed their time carefully and used a range of scholarship in their 
answers. There is evidence of some very good work on scholars and candidates continue 
to demonstrate a good knowledge of more modern scholarship in their work alongside the 
traditional sources. The best answers paid clear attention to the demands and wording of 
the question and wrote full and detailed responses carefully following the suggested division 
of the answer – i.e. answering i) and ii) separately and in a manner that reflected the weight 
of marks available for each part.

It is important to re-iterate that candidates who gave general responses to a topic rather 
than addressing the particular question set tended to be less successful as they could not 
answer the question fully. It remains the case that candidates invariably perform better 
when they are able to apply information they have carefully learnt to the specific demands 
of a question, rather than just reproducing a previous essay with no reference to the 
question set.

Unfortunately candidates continue to misuse the answer booklet by not writing their answers 
in the correct sections. It is imperative that centres explain where to write their answers 
to them ahead of the exam and encourage them to read the instructions page on the front 
of the paper in the exam room carefully. Great care is taken to ensure candidate’s work 
is marked wherever it appears on the paper although this process is much lengthier when 
candidates answer one question in a variety of sections of the booklet, or indeed answer two 
or three of their questions in a section reserved for one. 
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Question 1 (a)
Design Argument

This was an extremely popular question. At the highest level candidates utilised a wide 
range of relevant evidence, useful scholarship and excellent breadth of knowledge and 
understanding. Most followed the well-trodden path of Aquinas, Paley, Swinburne and 
Tennant and the fluency and use of technical language were admirable. Candidates who 
performed well answered the question asked, and examined the key strengths. Others who 
did not examine the strengths limited themselves in the level they could be awarded. In 
mid-level responses candidates were listing a lot of scholars, but not really unpacking their 
ideas and applying them to the question. Higher level candidates were able to adapt their 
essays to the question and go deeper with their analysis rather than just wider. For example, 
a significant number referred to Aquinas’ analogy of the archer or Paley’s watch, but did not 
refer to design qua purpose or qua regularity. Whereas, stronger candidates were able to 
reflect on the relevance and link it back to the question. In part ii), many candidates simply 
juxtaposed strengths and weaknesses rather than dealing directly with the extent to which 
the strengths can withstand criticisms made against them. It is important to remember that 
assertion is not evaluation; so simply to say ‘strengths cannot withstand criticisms’ is not 
enough to reach the higher levels. The best answers explained why strengths / criticisms 
were stronger – and showed an understanding of the thrust of the criticism. Middle range 
answers simply listed criticisms without evaluating them.
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This is an example of full marks for AO2 
with a good use of scholarship.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b)
Cosmological argument

Although less popular this question saw some excellent responses where candidates really 
tackled the question and identified ‘distinctive emphases’ with confidence and insight 
offering impressive and lengthy accounts of the Cosmological argument coupled with a range 
of convincing views and scholarly debate. Popular scholars included Aquinas, Plato, Leibniz, 
Copleston, Swinburne with some also referring to the Kalam argument in the identification 
of distinctive emphases such as the rejection of infinite regress. The best answers picked out 
a distinctive feature in each formulation. Weaker answers tended to mention Aquinas’ first 
three ways without examining any ‘distinctive features.’ Overall stronger responses were 
presented as a clear answer to the question, and mid-range/weaker responses only implied 
links to the question. In this question there tended to be more connectedness between the 
first part and second part of the answer than with the design argument. Students articulated 
how certain weaknesses make the argument fundamentally flawed. The best answers 
took into consideration why, despite the strengths, the weaknesses make the argument 
unsuccessful. In weaker responses, part ii) tended to be a list of criticisms without much 
evaluation of the statement that the argument is ‘fundamentally flawed’ by reference to the 
impact of the weaknesses or other strengths of the argument.

 



8 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 9



10 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 11



12 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 13

This repsonse scored near the top of both AO1 and AO2. It is an example 
of an essay with good detail and range revealing sound knowledge of the 
topic. It is a comprehensive answer with good strong AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
Problem of Suffering

This continues to be a very popular topic and this question was answered well by a large 
number of candidates. In the best answers, knowledge of the main issues was admirable 
with an excellent range of scholarly opinion and proficient use of religious language. 
Augustine and Irenaeus were the authors of the most popular solutions but it was pleasing 
to see that some candidates didn't just rely on them but also examined the Book of Job and 
Process Theology and many used modern scholarship from Hick and Swinburne.

Stronger responses developed the ‘key features’ of Augustine and Irenaeus well as the 
question required, and some used the Process Theodicy to good effect – largely to allow 
them to explain why it was not successful in their analysis. Weaker responses saw many 
of students ‘wasting time’ writing out in detail what the problem of evil is and why it is 
a problem to religious believers. This then meant the explanation of the features of two 
solutions, which was what the question asked for, lacked depth. The best answers drew out 
and illustrated the key features and some candidates explained effectively how the solutions 
solve the problem thus tailoring their knowledge to the question set. Some candidates did 
not link the two solutions mentioned in i) with their answer for ii) and many simply repeated 
material from (i) as ‘strengths’ and didn’t really address the issue of whether suffering can 
be justified by these solutions. Better responses here dealt directly with how the solutions 
justify suffering and then evaluated if this justification was successful. There were a few 
cases of sensitive exemplars for evil being used that although stick in the mind of the 
student they may not be the best examples in current climates.
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This is an example of a script that earned full marks. AO1 is very 
good and focused on the FEATURES as the question requests. AO2 
is is even better with a well marshalled argument.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)
Miracles

This was far less popular than the suffering question but saw some excellent responses.

At the top end, candidates were able to select and get to grips with their favourite 
definitions of a miracle and did it very well, utilising the scholarship of Aquinas, Hume, Hick 
and Swinburne.

Answers at this level were well informed and detailed about the variety of definitions, 
showing an understanding of how each makes a distinctive contribution to religious belief. 
In the mid-range, candidates tended to over-write and dwell on Biblical examples or 
anecdotal-style evidence, for example, about people who ‘missed the sailing of the Titanic’. 
That said, the standard of understanding, scholarship and depth was generally quite high. 
Weaker responses saw candidates able to give two definitions of a miracle, but then few 
went on to consider their significance for religious belief. Some definitions were quite 
weak and pedestrian, but at the higher levels there were also some excellent responses 
which distinguished between realist and anti-realist definitions. Further, there were some 
students who included some excellent material on demythologisation when considering the 
significance of miracles for religious belief.

In part ii) the best answers related their criticism to the definitions they had discussed 
in part i) – and noted how different definitions yielded to different types of criticism. The 
weaker answers simply listed some of Hume’s objections.
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This essay on Miracles is an example of a response that 
reached into L4 for A01. It is wide ranging and although 
it deals wtih more than the required two definitions 
of miracles, it uses the material to help address the 
issue of the religious significance of miracles. Sadly the 
candidate may have run out of time for AO2 (it was the 
third response in the booklet) which is under developed 
thus only just reaching L2.

Examiner Comments

Pace yourself in the exam to allow 
as much time as needed to do 
justice to all parts of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
Religion and Morality

Candidates who attempted this question on whether morality is dependent upon religion 
showed a clear understanding of relevant issues. It did not see as many responses as the 
question 3 b) but some of these scripts were awarded some of the highest marks. Although 
not all responses were clearly structured, almost without exception candidates were able to 
explore both A01 and AO2 with reasonable confidence, and AO2 responses offered a well-
balanced response. If some responses showed a lack of depth, a clear breadth of knowledge 
was evident. At the higher levels there was lots of good detail from some individuals 
showing awareness of the issues raised between morality and religion with reference 
to many ethical arguments with answers covering Aquinas, Kant, Divine Command and 
Grayling in clear and mature ways. Answers to ii) were generally answered well with good 
evaluation of the challenges given. At the lower end ii) saw repetition of material from i) in a 
list form with little evaluation or comment on the ‘to what extent’ element of the question.
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This response scored a mark in the middle of Level 4 for 
AO1 and at the top of L3 for AO2. There is clear evidence 
of a good grasp of the key points and there is use of 
some new material in AO2 making this a good response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)
Utilitarianism or Situation Ethics

This question was very popular with more candidates opting for Utilitarianism than Situation 
Ethics.

Stronger candidates who opted for Utilitarianism provided strong AO1 responses, with good 
knowledge of pre and post Bentham and Mill’s thought with many reaching Level 4 for both 
AO1 and AO2. Although it produced many very good answers it also saw a good deal of 
pre-prepared responses that on occasion did not direct their material to the question. The 
best answers included detail by defining key terms such as principle of utility, back ground 
knowledge on Bentham and the period, the hedonic calculus, Mill and reasons why he 
adapted Bentham’s approach and then included Singer or an alternative modern version of 
Utilitarianism. In part ii) the best answers then included new material such as the is/ ought 
theory as a criticism of Utilitarianism, some students included Bernard Williams’ example of 
Jim and the Indians and the best answers evaluated the criticisms and came to a balanced 
conclusion. Some candidates had very secure awareness of its use in modern democracies, 
and the NHS, and also discussed the issues with justice and protecting minorities. At lower 
levels some students included new information but without much evaluation and concluded 
with a few simple sentences as to whether they thought it had survived the challenges 
raised against it.

For Situation Ethics, candidates generally found the AO1 relatively straightforward – not 
least the rule of 4 and 6 – presumably because they felt more comfortable with the thrust 
of the argument. Many candidates clearly understood the context, and brought in wider 
awareness of scholarship such as Tillich. Weaker candidates tended to stay with the 
anecdotal, more able candidates were able to offer analysis of, for example, the significance 
of agape love historically and in a contemporary context. The weaknesses of Situation Ethics 
generally received a more limited response, generally surrounding the comments made by 
Barclay with fewer scholars being used for AO2 in part ii) which was a shame.
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This essay shows a very clear understanding of the material in 
AO1 and good argument in AO2. It scored at the top end of L4 in 
both sections resulting in a very good final score of 28 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is an example of a pretty good AO1 response to the question 
on Situation Ethics. It reached into the lower end of Level 4 for 
AO1, it has good content but the focus could be sharper in places 
to enable it to progress higher up through Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)
Pacifism

This was a very popular question but there were a variety of interpretations of what 
constituted ‘key concepts’ within pacifism. Some candidates focused on explaining different 
forms of pacifism, supported by historical and biblical ideas, with reference to Just War 
theory. Others simply gave a definition of pacifism. Candidates who could draw on Biblical 
material (and the contrast – broadly - between Old Testament and New Testament teaching) 
showed greater confidence in handling the material and were able to develop key ideas e.g. 
sanctity of life further from the pacifism shown by Gandhi and Martin Luther King Junior, 
acknowledging that Pacifism had an application beyond war. 

Many candidates had evidently revised and planned to write on Just War Theory alone as a 
number of the answers for the ‘key concepts of pacifism’ were heavily weighted towards war. 
Many candidates did not make any reference to the Sermon on the Mount or Jesus’ teaching 
on pacifism. Candidates did not always make clear why someone may take a pacifist stance. 
Weaker candidates relied on outlining the Just War Theory and comparing it to relative 
pacifism. Part ii) was generally well done and many candidates concluded that Pacifism was 
a difficult position to hold and gave convincing reasons for this position often with reference 
to the Just War theory but not exclusively.
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This is an example of a very good AO1 response to the 
Pacifism question that scored at the top end of AO1. It is a 
coherent and incisive response that reveals secure knowledge 
with good expression giving a sense of ease and competence.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)
Sexual Ethics

This question was not as popular as 4a and saw a number of candidates outline more than 
one dilemma irrespective of the question. Many showed knowledge of different views on 
their chosen dilemma but not enough explanation was given as to why it was a dilemma. 

There was a good range of material included from homosexuality to divorce and remarriage 
showing good knowledge and understanding of the dilemma in higher level answers. On 
the whole answers were mature and insightful with candidates showing clear capability on 
a sensitive topic. Many candidates limited themselves to a dilemma linked to homosexuality 
and although conclusions were interesting, they tended to be underdeveloped and lacking 
critical reflection. Stronger candidates were able to develop responses which showed that 
there was a “human” dimension beyond the cold ethics, though few saw the potential to 
link this to Situation Ethics. At the higher levels many candidates also used the example of 
homosexuality, and could explain why it was a dilemma. There were references to Biblical 
teachings, and Thomas Aquinas, libertarian views and feminist views. The best candidates 
referred to more modern views such as Vardy and Grosch as a way of solving the dilemma - 
and weaker responses said the problem would be solved by getting rid of religion or merged 
different ‘solutions’ rather than evaluating one.
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This is an example of part i) of a Sexual ethics answer that 
reaches into Level 4. It covers a good range of material in 
a clear and structured manner. Part ii) unfortunately was 
too brief and simplistic lacking a range of response and so 
only reached the top of Level 2 for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)
Buddhism

The majority of answers to this question focused on the prominent religious features in 
India prior to the time of the Buddha and did not address the possible influences on him. A 
few focused on the influences without exploring more widely religion at the time. The best 
answers did both. In part ii) candidates were able to list what Buddha rejected, some were 
able to do so as part of an argument but not the majority. Many candidates wrote about 
liberation in the sense of becoming free from social restrictions rather than understanding it 
to be about spiritual liberation.

Question 5 (b)
In part i) most candidates did pick out four features of the life of Buddha, others told 
the whole story but tried to explain the significance of four. Others did not address the 
significance part of the question fully enough to reach the higher levels. In part ii) various 
interpretations of the achievements were presented but often not much new material was 
referred to.



54 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 55



56 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 57



58 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 59



60 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

This example of a response on the life of the Buddha shows a good 
clear structure in part i) which helps the candidate reach the higher 
parts of Level 4 for AO1 in this well crafted response. Part ii) is also 
sound and reaches just into L4 for AO2. A good response!

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
In part i) for this question the majority of candidates went through each Refuge in turn and 
explained why it was important. A few also looked at the importance of ‘taking refuge’. Few 
compared different traditions or differences between laity and monastics. In part ii) very few 
candidates spotted the question was about the importance for Buddhist practice and so they 
often repeated material from part i) about the importance of each Refuge in general and 
came to their own conclusions. There were some very good evaluative answers as well. 

Question 6 (b)
In part i) some candidates examined a whole range of mediation practices rather than 
focusing on two types – others linked the whole range to two types by examining 
comparisons and connections between them. Scholarly references were frequent but with 
little explanation or interpretation. Part ii) was done in an evaluative way but focused on the 
relationship between types in the achievement of enlightenment so often repeated material 
from part i). Few referred to different Buddhist traditions. 
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This is an excellent response to the Meditation question and it earned full 
marks. It has a good range of detailed understanding of terms with a well 
constructed answer to AO2 and evidence of clear ability to argue a case.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (a)
Christianity

There were only a small number of responses for this section, mostly focusing on Question 
7.

This was a popular question and was largely done very well. Candidates understood the 
differing teachings well and covered a good range of material drawing out key issues nicely, 
mainly on Athanasius and Arius but others key figures including Nestorius were included in 
many answers. Some centres included much material on New Testament titles and this could 
be seen as a useful introduction to the key teachings and showed good understanding of 
context of the issues when carefully applied. In ii) answers were mostly secure but better 
responses dealt with issues of salvation and how Christians believe it can be accomplished 
by Jesus and the implications for this of differing teachings on the nature of Jesus.
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This excellent response on the Early Church period earned full marks. It is clear, detailed, well 
structured and uses good terminology and scholarship to create a focused and well crafted essay.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b)
This was a fairly popular question with many responses focusing on the ideas from Calvin. 
There were many excellent examples of thorough knowledge and understanding of the 
key issues and most candidates followed their prepared structure and order of material 
strictly and it usually made for good solid answers. Candidates had clearly prepared well, 
memorised the structure and wealth of material and performed on the day. Better answers 
revealed flexibility and individualism of response whilst still using excellent material. 
There was very good use of scholarship in the best responses. Some candidates answered 
this question on Bonhoeffer and this year saw fewer examples of narration of the bomb 
plot and a better focus on ideas regarding Jesus’ life and work. Part ii) produced some 
more straightforward responses in some cases but the best answers really addressed the 
implications for Christians today of the issues/debates regarding the teachings about Jesus 
from the context studied most often in terms of relation to appropriate worship response, or 
emulation and implications for atonement.

Question 8 (a)
There were some good responses to this question although it was not as popular as question 
7. Many focused on the work of Martin Buber and also Spinoza and did a careful analysis of 
the positions involved. Part ii) was presented well although some candidates did not fully 
develop the notion of it being reasonable to accept these beliefs in the modern world, there 
was some good reference to notions of suffering, models of prayer and religious experience 
in some answers. 
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This answer on God as personal scored at the lower end of Level 
4 for AO1 and AO2. It has a good clear essay style and struture 
and deals with the material confidently and competently. It gives 
good context and a range of views are addressed.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b)
There were very few responses to this question, those that did attempt it tended to present 
a very simple and superficial account of each practice and some struggled to balance their 
material well enough to cover the demands of the question although there were a few 
responses that managed this admirably and drew out key differences succinctly. Part ii) saw 
some good responses but most of the few answers to this question needed to draw out the 
teachings underlying the differing practices more directly and analytically to score more 
highly.
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Question 9 (a)
Hinduism

Answers to this section were again of a good to a very good standard. It was still the case 
though that a few answers were heavily dependent on extensive use of headings and 
sometimes the content was written in note-form. The front page of the question paper 
draws attention to the fact that the quality of written responses will be taken into account 
in the marking of answers. A problem with extensive use of headings as a norm is that this 
may inhibit fluency and good use of paragraphs.

There were various interpretations of what the question was looking for in terms of ‘Aryan 
influence’ such as: Aryan influence on the Indus Valley Culture, Aryan influence on modern 
Hinduism, Aryans being influenced by the Indus Valley Culture, Indus Valley Culture and 
Aryan culture influencing modern Hinduism. Candidates gaining marks in the higher levels 
explored several of these and reflected on the various views of scholars reflecting on the 
origins of Hinduism. Some candidates failed to mention Aryan influences and only wrote 
about the Indus Valley Culture whereas others made no reference to this; writing instead 
about Aryan / Vedas. In part ii) those candidates achieving the higher levels planned their 
answers well and did not repeat their material whereas those achieving marks in the lower 
levels often repeated material from part i) outlining the IVC again in terms of representing 
the foundations of Hinduism.
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Here is an example of a script which divided its material into 
discrete sections. Although the material is useful, it is at a 
fairly basic level and it does not direct itself in a fluid manner 
to the demands of the question. This is a top of level 2 
response for AO1 but just creeps into the start of L3 for AO2.

Examiner Comments

Avoid headings if you can, it helps your essay flow more!

Examiner Tip
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Question 9 (b)
Only a very few candidates answered this question on the key characteristics of Vedic 
deities. The better candidates mentioned a range of deities such as Agni, Soma and Rudra 
as well as Indra, Varuna and Shiva. The fire sacrifice was also included with reference to the 
changes in its significance.

Question 10 (a)
Candidates achieving marks in the higher levels for this question on yoga and liberation 
introduced their work well and began with Pantanjali and the origins of yoga before going 
on to the different schools and types of yoga. The question was generally well answered 
and some candidates developed and analysed the philosophy and aims behind yoga to a 
very good standard. In part ii) most candidates mentioned that Hatha yoga in the west is 
primarily about physical fitness and rarely includes the mental discipline of religious yoga; 
coming to the conclusion that Hatha yoga is therefore not true yoga. Most argued that yoga 
is not only about physical fitness and quite a number of candidates quoted Krishna. This 
question was generally answered to a high standard.
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Question 10 (b)
This was the more popular question 10 with more answers than 10a. There were some really 
pleasing answers with candidates using good examples of quotes from the Vedas to illustrate 
their answers. Many candidates began with a good introductory overview of worship and 
deities in general with reference to Siva and Shakti. Shiva was generally well described with 
detail and symbolism. Many candidates outlined the chronology of Siva and explained how 
he was a god of opposites. Information about Shakti was less good and it would appear 
that candidates spent the greater amount of time writing about Siva. There were only a few 
good answers to part ii) with candidates exploring both possibilities of Siva and Sakti being 
‘indissolubly one’. Other candidates wrote a 'yes' or 'no' answer, supporting one view or the 
other and often answers were very short and generalised.



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 89



90 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 91



92 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 93



94 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

This example from the question on Siva and Shakti is an 
example of a high level response, both at AO1 and AO2. There 
is a good range, detailed understanding, good use of scholars 
and use of evidence in AO2 to produce a top scoring answer.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11 (a)
Islam

At the lower level for this question, some candidates missed the prompt of the question 
about context which resulted in narrative type responses of the history, or story, of the 
Prophet. Many candidates did correctly examine historical and religious ‘context’ though 
and reached mid-level responses. Some candidates limited their response by examining too 
few features, or else by attempting too many themes. Subsequently some themes lacked 
sufficient depth. Some struggled for a discrete third theme. For example, they might talk 
generically about women, slaves, and infanticide, without tying them together explicitly as 
say ‘human rights’. At the higher level, the religious themes tended to be better developed 
than the historical ones. Of the historical ones, ‘Tribes’ was often done reasonably well, 
and was a good choice for leading into part ii). In part ii) at the lower levels, candidates 
tended to narrate the work of the Prophet in relation to the key features, for example the 
significance of smashing the idols, and promoting monotheism. At the higher levels some 
did attempt to explain the significance of smashing the idols, as striking the very root of 
the whole system religious and political, and the ensuing significance of shirk. However, few 
really drew out the effect this had on unifying all tribes behind a single Allah, together with 
the tremendous power this unity gave Islam historically and it would have been good to see 
greater use of scholars.
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Part i) of this answer about the historical and religious context of 
the life of Muhammad is much stronger than part ii).The answer was 
coherent and gave relevant detail; using and explaining technical 
vocabulary. The candidate focused closely upon the question and 
used material and scholarly references appropriately. It scored near 
the top of Level 4 for AO1 but low Level 3 for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11 (b)
Not so many candidates attempted this question. Quite a few responses picked up the 
significance of the Hijrah as the birth of Islam, and the beginning of the Islamic calendar, 
though fewer fully drew out the significance of this. The transition from community to 
state was rarely honed in on, although the constitution of Medina was. The implications 
for Medieval Islam of it being a blueprint for a pluralistic society, however, which is often 
noted by scholars, together with the implications for possible contemporary progressive 
reconstructions of Islam, were largely missed. In part ii) the issue of significance was not 
always clearly drawn out although some mid-level responses drew out some significances 
incidentally, through narrative, but tended to focus on significance for the Muslims then and 
there. At the higher levels few really developed the implications for Islam more generally; 
i.e. the impact this period made on Islam as a religion.
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Question 12 (a)
As in previous years, although not terribly popular, this was done reasonably well, and there 
were very few poor responses. Most did this reasonably well achieving mostly mid-level 
answers. A fair number, reached the higher levels by using the structure of the Six Beliefs to 
structure their answer this year. Better scripts also tended to refer to the Qur’an, as well as 
selective Hadith. Use of Hadith was pleasingly much more focused this year, and candidates 
did not get carried away with too many lurid asides about hell. In part ii) most candidates 
could say something though at the lower levels answers often gave a basic sense of reward 
and punishment that was a little similar in style to part i). Most candidates reached the 
mid-levels by tackling the moral impact but hardly any, really went deeper and explored the 
implications of this on deeper attitudes and values, lifestyles and habits.
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This answer about life after death is coherent with relevant detail and the candidate uses 
and explains technical language throughout. There is tight focus on the question in both part 
i) and ii) and material is used appropriately with relevant references made to scholarship 
and scholars. It scored mid Level 4 for AO1 and just into L4 for AO2. A good response!

Examiner Comments
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Question 12 (b)
In this question although most candidates knew the Pillars, shaping the material to the 
question proved, once again, to be much more of a challenge. Having said that most 
achieved the mid-levels and at the higher end of L3 the most common approach by far was 
to go through the pillars and look for examples of the three categories. Of the three areas, 
community was handled reasonably, and verbal profession proved the most challenging. 
A lot of introductions didn’t really add to the discussion, although there were examples 
of excellent introductions that did focus on the question showing how the Five Pillars as a 
whole showed community through common ritual and professions of faith. In part ii) there 
were many good answers that examined challenges Muslims may face in carrying out the 
pillars, together with possible solutions. A few higher level responses attempted with some 
success to transition from problems carrying out the pillars, to extend their response to 
discuss challenges to the pillars themselves more generally. Some pointed, out for example 
that the Qur’an doesn’t actually say how to do Salah so how can we know if we do it right, 
referring perhaps to the Sunni/Shiite split. The best drew out the implications for authority 
of the pillars, together with possible Muslim responses. At the top end, candidates generally 
seemed unsure, however, how to directly tackle general ‘challenges to’, rather than just 
‘problems with’ carrying out the Pillars. Scholars again could have helped here for example 
from Neil Robinson: Are Salah prayer times appropriate to 7th century Arabia, necessarily so 
in other times and places?

Questions 13 - 16
There were very few responses in the Judaism and Sikhism sections.

Question 17 (a)
New Testament

Luke was less popular than John with candidates. Answers to Luke were clear and with 
relevant content. By comparison to candidates’ answers to John however, the answers on 
Luke were ‘lighter’ with little technical knowledge displayed and not too much in the way of 
evaluation or argument. To get into level 4 candidates should have made more of purity/
impurity laws in OT and NT. Very few candidates mentioned these at all. A consideration of 
the relationship between the ‘I am’ sayings asked for in the question to others in the gospel 
would also have helped candidates to get into level 4. Writing and discussing more widely 
in respect to the ‘I am’ sayings and to outcasts would have helped candidates to access the 
higher level. In part ii) in John more could have been made on the impact of Jesus’ sayings 
on the authorities and on the reactions to his sayings by those who heard him. Responses 
were good on OT background, prophecy and fulfilment, especially in John. Candidates 
struggled to get into the top level of AO2 but could have done so if they could have related 
discipleship to the responses made by the Early Church and the relevance of Jesus’ teaching 
to modern day Christians.
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Question 17 (b)
It was pleasing to see all candidates make reference to both incidents whether answering on 
John or Luke. Because they had to deal with two incidents however it meant that answers 
were quite shallow and undeveloped. A lot of candidates may have given only one or two 
characteristics about Jesus’ ministry e.g. for the calming of the storm it showed ‘Jesus’ 
power and authority over nature’ or for the raising of Lazarus it showed Jesus’ love and 
compassion. They then passed quickly on to the second incident. 

In part ii) candidates on the whole were very good at explaining why they thought the 
miracles were either over estimated or not. A good distinction was made between Lucan 
understanding of signs as ‘power’ and Johannine usage as ‘sign posts’ with good use and 
understanding of the terms in Greek. The impact of signs on the authorities and their use in 
conflict scenes was not so well worked out or expressed. Candidates were not too aware of 
this connection. A lot of candidates were prevented from accessing level 4 due to arguing 
only one line of thought and not showing or evaluating consideration of other arguments. 
Too few candidates considered whether other aspects of Jesus’ ministry were more 
important than miracles/signs e.g. the ‘I am sayings’.
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This candidate achieves marks in the highest level. A coherent and structured answer is given, 
where key ideas are expressed and explained well, with a tight focus upon the question. This 
answer also reflected an excellent understanding of related Old Testament themes and scholarly 
material. It scored very near the top of level 4 for AO1 and reached mid Level 4 for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 18 (a)
Candidates who chose to write on Jesus’ teaching on the Sabbath did well overall with many 
of them able to cite examples and instances of such teaching. The range of candidates’ 
answers on Luke was good with the better candidates able to relate their chosen incidents 
to others elsewhere in the gospel. Discussions on both Marys were overall fairly ‘light’. If one 
was done well the other was brief and vice versa. Explanations tended to be clear but simple 
rather than ‘full’ making level 4 difficult to attain. Many candidates needed to examine the 
issues arising from such conversations in more depth. Background knowledge from the 
OT on the Sabbath was good as was the cultural and sociological context in which Jesus’ 
conversations with women took place. In part ii) candidates were good overall in achieving 
level 3 for AO2. For the higher level AO2 the better candidates made good use of the OT 
and Jewish context displaying good knowledge of the status of women at the time of Jesus 
often using scholars to substantiate their claims. They were also able to assess the meaning 
and implication of ‘vital’ in the question and evaluate opposing views of this. Surprisingly 
few, if any, candidates related Jesus’ sayings to modern women’s issues/feminism or to the 
experience of women in the Early Church. 
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Question 18 (b)
Answers to this question tended to be an extended list of the characteristics of discipleship 
particularly if drawn from Luke’s Gospel. This however was not necessarily detrimental to 
candidates’ answers. Many gained full marks for writing answers which covered a broad 
range of characteristics of discipleship. The best answers gave examples of the challenges of 
discipleship from parables, teaching and episodes of Jesus life along with named examples 
of disciples and the challenges they faced. To their credit very few candidates relied on 
simple re-telling of the textual narrative. 

In part ii) generally candidates did well. They related it to Jesus’ virginal conception and to 
his baptism. Hardly any, if any at all, mentioned the water as a symbol of the Spirit in the 
Fourth Gospel. More could have been said by many candidates about the role of the Spirit 
empowering and enabling Jesus to perform his miracles and give his teaching/preaching. 
Some candidates may have been hampered by the question’s reference to the ‘ministry of 
Jesus’ which they may have taken to be limited to his ministry on earth whereas they would 
have been quite right to develop an answer focussing on the giving of the Holy Spirit after 
his ascension in heaven to the early believers. Quite a number nevertheless did mention the 
role of the Spirit in the sending out of the 70/72 and in relation to the giving of the Spirit at 
Pentecost. For level 3, not many candidates showed understanding of the role of the Holy 
Spirit in relation to the Old Testament.
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This answer based on John's gospel reached into Level 4 for AO1 with a good 
range of material, detail and a clear structure. AO2 also has a clear structure 
but is less developed, this part of the answer reached Level 3.

Examiner Comments

Clear paragraphs really help!

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

•	 use the answer booklet correctly, one complete answer comprising of (i) and ii) in each 
of the three sections (p2, p10, p18)

•	 refer to the question directly and tailor information learnt to answer that particular 
question

•	 support points made with examples and relevant detail to explain the point but avoid 
tangential anecdote 

•	 consider carefully what material to use in i) that addresses the question and what to 
reserve to answer the question in ii)

•	 evaluate material in ii) rather than simply present it or repeating information from i)

•	 continue to develop a good range of scholarship in their answers

•	 take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars)
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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