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Introduction
GENERAL COMMENTS

The Investigations Paper of June 2010 demonstrated an encouraging level of engagement with

a wide range of topics by candidates who demonstrated a superb level of scholarship across all
areas of study. The enthusiasm for and knowledge of the chosen topic was clearly conveyed in
many answers that were truly academic in their approach. Some Centres chose to focus on the
same or similar topics for all their candidates, whereas other Centres permitted considerable
choice for individual candidates. Candidates were very well prepared for the examination and it
was evident that Centres used their specialist resources and interests to encourage candidates to
research in depth a particular area of study. It is important to note that the overall title of this
unit ‘Investigations’ has a definite academic purpose. The aim is to involve students as active
participants pursuing open-ended enquiries with an emphasis on independent learning. Questions
were designed to be inclusive of all possible approaches to various topics and all valid answers
were considered.

Most centres had entered their candidates for the correct option but there were still a few
entries for particular areas of study where consideration regarding entry for a different area

of study may have been beneficial to the candidate. It is important to ensure candidates know
which area of their investigation is the best fit for the question they answer on the paper.
Candidates were not penalised if correct entries were not made or a cross was put in a box that
did not match the answer. Examiners were encouraged to mark positively. Centres should ensure
that candidates are entered for the option that matches their area of study.

Variation in achievement was related to the two assessment objectives. These objectives should
receive prominent attention in the process of the investigation. Importantly, in the exam itself
there must be explicit attention to these objectives in the examination answer. Each question
consistently referred to the assessment objectives with the trigger word ‘Examine’ for AO1 and
‘Comment on’ for AO2. These dictated the structure of the question and helped candidates

to plan their answers. It would be advisable for candidates to pay regular attention to the

level descriptors for these assessment objectives as a way of monitoring their development

and progress during their investigations. The phrase ‘with reference to the topic you have
investigated’ will always appear in the question to ensure that the generic question can be
answered with material from any appropriate investigation. The mark scheme itself is generic
to all questions. In preparation for this examination candidates may find it useful to write up
their investigation under exam timed conditions to a variety of different possible questions. They
might build up a number of different essay plans to different possible questions. The important
point in these activities is to enable candidates to develop their management of material such
as how to best structure their content to answer the specific question. However, success can be
undermined by writing up a rote-learnt answer which was not adapted to the question set.

Comments on Individual Questions

This report will provide exemplification of candidates’ work, together with tips and/or
comments, for a selection of questions. The exemplification will come mainly from questions
which required more complex responses from candidates.

This report features work produced by candidates in the actual examination for Area 1A, 1B and
1C where possible. Areas 1D, 1E, 1F and 1G have smaller entries and the style of report is briefer
for these areas of study.
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Question 1
AREA 1A  The Study of Religion
Q1 RELIGION AND SCIENCE

Many candidates presented well structured answers on the various relationships between

science and religion with a clear understanding of the possible range of models from conflict to
consonance. A significant number of candidates presented excellent answers with breadth as
well as layers of depth with balanced analysis and well supported judgement. This introduction
from an essay indicated from the outset a firm grasp of the subject matter: “To this question you
will find many extremely varying viewpoints depending on whom you ask as the 21st Century
relationship between science and religion is much more complicated than just between believers
and non-believers. This was the case in Galileo’s time when Christianity was dominant and the
Church opposed Galileo’s idea of heliocentricism because it challenged the biblically based
geocentric idea (its scriptural basis lying in Psalms: the earth shall not be moved’).” Overall
there was good material on science but sometimes weaker on the distinctive discipline of religion
although quite a few dealt with religious issues and some were very aware of the academic
discipline of religious studies.

Quite a number of studies discussed ‘Creation versus Evolution” and these included contextual
material and the better essays deployed narrative and biographical material in a structured
argument drawing out a number of implications. It was good to see how up to date most studies
were and good material was offered on more contemporary debates including reference to a
broad range of influential scholars. There was good analysis of terms and drawing out their
significance.

Effective use was made of material which some candidates had studied in 6RS01 such as design
and cosmological arguments and process theology, although a few weaker answers relied on
'Design Argument' type approaches without demonstrating any further knowledge of the religion
and science debate. It must be stressed that the demands of the Investigations paper are
different to the Foundations paper and this Area of Study is not exclusively about the existence
of God. Some answers echoed of fundamentalism and tended to select their evidence to favour
people like Behe and avoided counter arguments like the scaffolding theory, thereby giving a
slanted analysis favouring Intelligent Design. Whilst any point of view can be argued for it is
important to be able to substantiate an individual view with balanced knowledge of both sides of
the debate.
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Candidates can achieve a lot in a short essay if they use words precisely. Many of the highest
level answers on Religion and Science were very precise.

Plus

Examiner Comments

This essay has a clear introduction which sets out precisely what the
candidate is hoping to do in response to the question.
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Examiner Tip

Candidates can benefit from precision when writing because they
will say more with less words!
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Question 2
Q2 ANTHROPOLOGY/SOCIOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY of RELIGION

Some candidates paid little attention to the quotation. In many cases, the content of their
work was eminently applicable to the quotation and this could have been more effectively
used. One of the most popular choices was an investigation into Freud and his importance for
an understanding of religion. The answers that were in the lower levels tended to be basic
introductions to Freud with a superficial summary of his key terms. The better quality answers
selected and adapted their material to manage it in a purposeful manner so as to answer the
question. These included reference to scholarly debates about Freud and his contributions.

Material on the sociology of religion displayed a sound understanding of this discipline with
careful analysis of the likes of Durkheim and Marx coupled with debates on Liberation theology.
The same points made about Freud apply in terms of the crucial importance of managing the
content so as to focus on the question. One essay on Freud concluded thus: ‘Freud’s ideas

that God is an answer to inner necessities or wish fulfilment, in my opinion, shows that God
does have some purpose in the world and in fact strengthens the idea that religious ideas hold
truth. If it is something we all desire, surely then we should follow God. There is nothing wrong
with having our natural desires for love and protection answered’ and went on to make a final
comment on the question that was already substantiated within the body of the essay.

Essays on cults were informative albeit at times narrative and descriptive rather than
analytical. There were a few competent answers that focused on anthropology of religion
including interesting material from scholars such as Eliade. A minority of candidates think that
this topic area requires a study of several academic disciplines such as psychology, sociology and
anthropology within an essay. There is nothing to prohibit this but there is no requirement that
such breadth of material is essential. In fact in the time available it may prove daunting.
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This was an example of a weak essay where the problem was not so much lack of precision as

lack of material.

Plus

Examiner Comments

A plan and 3 pages of essay material may not be enough to achieve the higher
levels in terms of breadth and/or depth. You will see that the conclusion to this

essay was brief and was only supported by less than three pages of AO1 material.
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Examiner Tip

Practice writing essays before the exam in order to work out how
much can be achieved in the time allowed.
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Question 3
Q3 CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS IN RELIGIOUS LIFE

This Area of Study attracted a wide range of material mostly brilliantly written and researched.
Some candidates presented a very wide range of material covering various art forms across
different historical periods. In a number of cases this approach was handed in a superb manner
which included a coherent structure on a thematic basis. Some of these answers were of the
highest quality. Others focused on specific topics such as CS Lewis, Paradise Lost, Dostoevsky,
Gerard Manley Hopkins or particular examples in fine art and Liturgy. There were examples of the
highest quality work from this more specific approach as well as the broader perspective. Most
candidates approached their research in the best spirit of the Investigations Paper and produced
highly independent studies and, in some cases, original work. The following introduction
exemplifies an approach which has immediacy in terms of religious ideas and the topic studied:

“*Virtue is not cloistered innocence untroubled by passions, in Milton’s view, but rather the
difficult experience of rationality, or perpetual rational choices between seductively deceptive
alternatives.’ writes Alastair Fowler in his introduction to Paradise Lost. Thus, central to Milton’s
theodicy is the idea that ultimately, human free will is responsible for mankind’s destiny and for
the Fall. With this comes the need to justify God’s ways, which Milton states is his intention right
from the start:

That to the height of this great argument
| may assert the eternal providence
And justify the ways of God to man. (Book 1)

The problem with Milton’s creative expression in Paradise Lost is twofold: in attempting to
construct his theodicy Milton highlights some characteristics of God’s that many readers find
unsettling, and furthermore there comes the difficulty of accepting God’s divine foreknowledge,
when we are told the Fall occurred due to mankind’s misuse of free will. It is there that these
two elements of Milton’s creative expression of religion have been highly topical, and especially
the theme of God’s nature, which has been viewed as rather unorthodox. “

This extract shows a command of the topic area with an early reference to central themes of
religious significance within the literature itself plus evidence of appropriate scholarship.
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This is a good example of a response where the candidate has sound knowledge of religious
concepts and applies these to a study of modern material from the Arts and Media.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

The juxtaposition of ideas fully demonstrates a broad range of knowledge and how
religious ideas such as models of God are drawn out from the materials studied, for
example a choice of films such as Dogma and Bruce Almighty.

Examiner Tip

Candidates have a wide choice of material in this Area of Study to
choose from and will achieve the highest levels if their material is
contextualised in their response to the question.
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Grade boundaries

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N u
Raw boundary mark 50 41 36 31 27 23 19
Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 0
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