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Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination

Candidate A

9

AQY/

(a)

Explain how the Qur’an is used as a source of law.

(30 marks)

Candidate Response
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Commentary
AO1 (30 marks)

The candidate had made an attempt to offer some reasoning for the aspects of the response they give.
That said, there is little more than a summary of the key points. The response is rather limited in terms of
breadth and depth. Clearly there is some understanding in evidence and most technical terms are used
accurately as is the spelling. It would be good to see a lengthier and more detailed conclusion.

Level 3 (10 marks)

A/
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(b) ‘The world has changed since the Qur’an was written, so the laws in the Qur’an
also need to change.” Assess this claim.

(15 marks) AO2
Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO2 (15 marks)

Some evidence of planning in this answer to the evaluative statement. With only 12-13 minutes allocated
for a part (b) response this has to be done effectively though answers are not expected to be long. There
needs to be more breadth and depth to these arguments if the candidate is to score the higher levels.

Level 4 (7 marks)

A/
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10 (a)

Explain the concept of Pillar in Islam.

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO1 (30 marks)

Approximately 25 minutes can be allocated to answering this question, including some thinking time. The
candidate mentions the nature of the question in the opening lines but goes on to discuss each of the
pillars rather than the concept of 'Pillar' in Islam. Obviously some of the material is implicitly credit worthy
but the response does not really get above basic points and there is little exemplification of the nature of
the concept of 'Pillar'. Only in the final paragraph does the candidate touch on the ideas of obligation and
there is a nice touch at the end with the mention of an Islamic scholar but this could have been woven into

a lengthier conclusion showing why the pillars of faith are called 'pillars’ of faith in Islam.

Level 3 (11 marks)
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10 (b) ‘Following the Five Pillars is all that is necessary to be a good Muslim.” Assess

this claim.
(15 marks) AO2

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO2 (15 marks)

Approximately 12-13 minutes are allocated to this questions response including thinking time and the
candidate has included a brief plan of their intended evaluative response. The response is clearly worthy

of level 3 but no more.

It is reasonably well focused in places but the opening paragraph does not start to

answer the actual question set. That said, there is good reference made to the Qur'an and the sunnah but
without too much exemplification. Some balance in the analysis in evidence as the candidate discusses
that humans can make errors and the pillars of faith are not all the guidelines a Muslim needs to be good.

Level 3 (5 marks)
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