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Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination

Candidate B

2 (@) With reference to one healing miracle, explain the role and purpose of healing
miracles in the synoptic gospels.
(30 marks) AO1

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO1 (30 marks)

This essay uses the centurion’s servant miracle as the example to discuss the purpose of miracles.
However, the purposes rarely get beyond the basic statement of “showing power and authority”, and “to

help people”.

One third of the answer is taken up with narrative of the actual miracle story. There is a hint of further
purposes in the final two paragraphs linking miracles to the Kingdom of God, but this is not developed.

Overall, the answer falls short of a generally satisfactory treatment of the topic (level 4) and so was

awarded a level 3 (limited in depth or breadth).
Level 3 (12 marks)

(b) ‘In a scientific age, Jesus’ healings still have meaning.” Assess this claim.
(15 marks) AO2

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO2 (15 marks)

The focus of “In a scientific age” has not been a major focus in this candidate’s debate. The answer given
consists mainly of an argument for and an argument against miracles being meaningful today.

There are two points of view but just because this is referred to as part of the descriptor level 5 does not
mean that it is automatically awarded a level 5. For instance, there is no attempt to sustain a reasoned
argument. The two arguments are just stated without any analysis or reflection. There is no evaluation in
that the arguments are not weighed against each other.

The answer was awarded a level 3 (a basic attempt to justify a point of view relevant to the question) as
the aspect of “in a scientific age” was mainly absent. There was insufficient relevant comment to award it a

level 4 (a limited attempt to sustain an argument).
Level 3 (6 marks)
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4 (a) Explain what Mark and Luke teach about the person of Jesus in their accounts of
his resurrection.
(30 marks) AO1

Candidate Response
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Commentary
AO1 (30 marks)

Whenever a question includes a mention of a particular text, there is always a danger that the weaker
candidate will be tempted to recount the text. In this instance, the question used the text of the
resurrection. However, the focus was on what that text revealed about the person of Jesus.

This candidate has spent most of the answer recounting the events. There are two or three statements
about the person of Jesus (e.g a universal saviour) but these are not developed. This particular focus is
listed in the Specification so a detailed study is expected. The answer is beyond “isolated elements”
(level1) but below a summary of key points, limited in depth or breadth (level 3). Hence it was awarded a
lower level 2 (a superficial outline account with little relevant material).

Level 2 (5 marks)

(b)  ‘The longer ending of Mark’s Gospel (Mark 16°?%°) cannot be considered
authentic.” Assess this claim.

(15 marks) AO2

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO2 (15 marks)

The candidate begins by giving two weak arguments to oppose the claim. A more developed argument is

given in support of the claim. There is no reflection on what has been argued and the conclusion is more
of the form of an opinion.

It is similar to the answer to question 2(b), but there is a more developed argument on one side that is just

sufficient to place it into the bottom of level 4 (a limited attempt to sustain an argument, which may be one
sided).

Level 4 (7 marks)
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