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2009 (June) Unit D  Religion, Philosophy and Science 
 
Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination 
 
Candidate C 
 

1 (a) ‘Miracles are described as events of religious significance.’  Explain the meaning 
of this statement.  

   (30 marks) AO1
  
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
The candidate has understood the demands of the question and begins promisingly.  However, very soon 
into the answer, there is a discussion about miracles which is framed as an AO2 discussion.  For part (a), 
this would not receive credit.  Some credit can be given for the use of examples and a limited reference to 
scholarship. 

Level 2 (6 marks)

 
 (b) Discuss how far miracles make it reasonable to believe in God. 
   (15 marks) AO2
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 15 marks 
 
The material used to answer the question is wholly relevant if somewhat underdeveloped.  What is lacking 
here is the skill of AO2.  The candidate has provided the arguments but there is no comment – either 
explicit or implicit – on them.  As a result, the candidate has limited the mark range to a maximum Level 4 
(9).  

Level 4 (8 marks)

 
 

2 (a) Examine ways in which religious believers explain the origin of life on Earth. 
   (30 marks) AO1
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 30 marks 
 
The answer lacks scope. At the point where the candidate describes the eating of the apple in the Garden 
of Eden, the answer also lacks relevance.  The question asks for descriptions of religious beliefs about 
Creation.  The candidate has some awareness of the difference between creationists but has wrongly 
labelled the different groups.  In addition, the range of religious views is not presented. 

Level 2 (7 marks)

 
 (b) Assess the view that evolutionary theory conflicts with belief in a creator. 
   (15 marks) AO2
    
  Candidate Response 

 

 
Commentary 
 
AO2 15 marks 
 
The answer is brief and only presents one side.  It is difficult to agree with the candidate that Dawkins does 
not conflict with the belief in a creator.  There is some accurate material on evolution but there is no 
attempt to evaluate or assess this material.  The candidate has, thus, limited the range of marks available. 
 

Level 3 (5 marks)

 
 




