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2009 (June) Unit D Religion, Philosophy and Science

Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination

Candidate B

1 (a) ‘Miracles are described as events of religious significance.” Explain the meaning

of this statement.
(30 marks) AO1

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO1 (30 marks)

The candidate is clearly aware of the material needed to answer the question and quotes scholarship with
some accuracy. There is a reasonable use of appropriate examples to accompany the commentary. The
answer is very brief and lacking in development. In addition, time has been taken up with writing about
Hume which, in this context, is not relevant to the question.

Level 3 (14 marks)

(b) Discuss how far miracles make it reasonable to believe in God.

(15 marks) AO2
Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO2 15 marks

This is a clear presentation of arguments about the challenge that miracles pose for those who believe in
God. The candidate has made some attempt to assess or weigh up the arguments and has come to a
conclusion which is supported by some of the reasoning. To reach the higher levels, more comment on
the arguments would be necessary.

Level 5 (11 marks)

A
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2 (a) Examine ways in which religious believers explain the origin of life on Earth.

(30 marks) AO1

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO1 30 marks

The candidate has identified a range of religious views and is clearly capable of describing them

accurately. In the time available, the answer is fairly thorough. Each religious group is correctly described
and the candidate has covered most of the information available.

Level 6 (25 marks)

(b) Assess the view that evolutionary theory conflicts with belief in a creator.
(15 marks) AO2

Candidate Response
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Commentary

AO2 15 marks

The candidate shows a clear grasp of the issues and has presented the arguments on both sides.
Comment and analysis is mostly implied in the answer. Higher marks would be available where the

analysis is more explicit i.e. where the candidate explains why a point of view is justified. Some of the
language shows a degree of maturity and confidence.

Level 5 (11 marks)
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