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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

 1 Read this passage and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow. 

  �The design argument seeks to answer the question �Why is the universe as it is?�  In particular, 
it examines the fact that the earth is suitable for human life.  This could not have come about 
by chance, but by design.�

 (a) Explain ways in which the earth appears to have been designed to be suitable for human 
life. (10 marks)

 (b) Explain why the fact that the earth is suitable for human life may not be evidence for the 
design argument. (10 marks)

 2 (a) Explain what the scientific theories of the Big Bang and Steady State tell us about the 
origin and nature of the universe. (15 marks)

 (b) Outline one religious understanding of �creation�, and assess to what extent a religious 
understanding of �creation� conflicts with a scientific understanding of the origin and 
nature of the universe. (25 marks)

 3 (a) Explain the following two definitions of �miracle�:

   �An amazing coincidence of a beneficial nature�, and
   �An event of religious significance�. (15 marks)

 (b) Explain the challenges to miracles from science, and assess the claim that it is 
philosophy, not science, that poses the main challenge to a belief in miracles. (25 marks)

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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