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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

1 Read the passage and answer questions (a) and (b) which follow.

“The ability of science to understand the world is continuously increasing. The idea of God was once
needed to explain the existence of the universe. But, as scientific knowledge advances, there is less and
less need for a divine being to fill the gaps in our understanding.”

(@)
(b)

(b)

(b)
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Explain the Steady State Theory of the origin and nature of the universe. (10 marks)

Explain the view that the idea of God can be used to fill in the gaps in a scientific account of the
origin and nature of the universe. (10 marks)

Explain two definitions of miracle. (15 marks)

Explain Hume’s challenges to belief in miracles and assess how far his criticisms are justified.
(25 marks)

Outline the design arguments for the existence of God as presented by both Aquinas and
Swinburne. (15 marks)

Explain how the design argument has been challenged and assess how successful these challenges
have been. (25 marks)

END OF QUESTIONS
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