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Introduction

As last year, candidates were well-prepared by centres for the special focus question, more
so for Soul than for Indie Rock, however.

It must be reiterated that many candidates’ answers were overly long - particularly for
guestion 5(f) - gaining full marks in the first few sentences and then writing on additional
sheets. Centres are asked to advise candidates to write only in the space provided.

Most candidates chose to focus on Suede and The Stone Roses, with very few choosing
Pixies; of those that did, very few showed any real knowledge of the band.

Candidates should also read the question carefully; if they are asked to discuss use of
dynamic processing, they should not refer to reverb or EQ.
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Question 1 (c)

This was generally well answered, although many candidates clearly had no idea that

this 1971 recording was made on analogue equipment; this meant that 1(c) was often
badly answered with reference to samples and software packages. Likewise, the term re-
mastering was taken by many candidates to mean re-mixing, which led to many incorrect
answers concerning the application of FX and compression to individual tracks and to
individual tracks’ relative levels in the mix.

(c) In this recording, which was made in 1972, the opening piano chord was reversed.
Explain how this was achieved.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored both marks for their response.
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Question 2

This question proved quite straightforward for the more able candidate but had a couple of

stumbling blocks.

Question 2 (d)

Question 2(d) was quite often answered incorrectly, despite the first two answers being only

a tone away from the preceding note.

(d) Fill in the three missing pitches from the backing vocal line at 0'36" (each marked

by an asterisk).
(3)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded full marks.
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks.
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Question 2 (e)

Likewise, 2(e) had some rather vague answers from those candidates with less knowledge
of recording. Compressor mics were less noticeable this year. When asked for a distance,
candidates should be reminded that close, near, and other vague descriptions will not gain a
mark.

(e) The Cello features heavily in the texture of this recording. Look at the picture
below and describe the choice of mic, the distance and the intended result of

this setup.
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(Total for Question 2 = 10 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scored 3 out of 4 marks.
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Question 3

This was generally fairly well answered by most candidates, with the exception of; (d),
where many students gave responses which didn’t exist in the period; (f), where less able
candidates seemed not to understand what was meant by ambience and (g) where many
candidates lost a mark by talking about the /lyrical content, which was not asked for in the
question.

Question 3 (g)

Many candidates lost a mark here by talking about the /yrical content, which was not asked
for in the question.

(g) This track was recorded in 1969. Outline three musical and/or technological
features that support this statement.

do\m co%ds»ro Ao sk e Hm.'b,;

Og
uestion 3 =10 marks}

Plus

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored full marks for this question.
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Question 4
A large number of candidates could not identify the major key of the track in 4(a).

Question 4 (d)

The responses to 4(d) were often concerned with individual tracks rather than the whole
mix; references to pumping were rare.

(d) Identify the dynamic processing applied to the whole mix and describe how this

affects the music.
(2)

C@M{D(Q&SE@(\MQMTK&J ........... WM. CleaYes

G\ 8'\\"‘2'{ a Ceonel \WWack G’” (Total for Question 4 = 10 marks)
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 40 MARKS

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 out of the 2 possible marks.
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Question 5

As noted in the general comments, most candidates scored well here, particularly in (a) and
(f), demonstrating that candidates had a sound understanding of the genre, its development
and relevant artists.

Question 5 (c)

5(c) proved more problematic in that responses often referred to recording rather than
mixing, as specified in the question. Also, the explanation was often vague or did not relate
to the technique.

" (c) Identify two production techniques you might use when mixing multiple guitar
tracks and explain why you would use them.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

2 out of 4 marks scored here.

(c) Identify two production techniques you might use when mixing multiple guitar
tracks and explain why you would use them.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Again, 2 out of 4 scored.
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Question 6

This question proved problematic for many candidates. 6(a) saw many responses of the
vague, ‘they use the same line-up’, or ‘the lyrics are like Morrissey’ variety.

Question 6 (a)
idlewild: When | Argue | See Shapes
Track 6: music begins at 0'08"

(a) The Smiths were a spearheading Indie band in the 80s. Describe three stylistic
similarities between this track and the work of The Smiths.

2. /unt, m;pt{w qbwtm
3. Quatan funed e 'putclr\ o ol (o'W

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 1 mark.

Idiewild: When | Argue | See Shapes
Track 6: music begins at 0'08”

(a) The Smiths were a spearheading Indie band in the 80s. Describe three stylistic

similarities between this track and the work of The Smiths.
(3)

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 2 marks.
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Question 6 (b)
Very few candidates knew that a tonic pedal was used in the guitar part for 6(b).

(b) Describe the harmonic function of the repeated pitch in the guitar track during
the first verse (from 0°21"),
(1)

b ewpbasses tre towie. ok hee. . Key Th3 o et peda),

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A good response by this candidate.
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Question 6 (c)

(c) The chorus (from 0'48") is made up of four two-bar phrases. How many different
chords are in the first three phrases and how many in the fourth?
(2)

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 1 mark.

(€) The chorus (from 0'48") is made up of four two-bar phrases. How many different
chords are in the first three phrases and how many in the fourth?

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 2 marks.
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Question 6 (d)

6(d) was unsuccessfully answered by many candidates who seemed to have little
appreciation of the difference between overdubbing and double-tracking. Again, candidates
should be reminded that, if asked for a timing reference, the answer should contain figures
rather than a description.

(d) The vocals in this recording are overdubbed and sometimes double-tracked. !~~~ T

Complete the phrases below to explain the difference between these two terms
and give a timing reference for each term with regard to the vocal tracks.

(i) The term ‘overdubbed’ means:

(1)

(i) An example occurs at:

CVeses

(ili) The term ‘double-tracked’ means:

Reotd e G the Samd thhivg (0 oot % subble thotus.

(iv) An example occurs at:

(1)

(1)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 4 marks.
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(d) The vocals in this recording are overdubbed and sometimes double-tracked.
Complete the phrases below to explain the difference between these two terms
and give a timing reference for each term with regard to the vocal tracks.

(i) The term ‘overdubbed’ means:

X_

i) An example occurs at:

(1)
______________________ QAR oo
(i) The term‘double-tracked’ means:
(m
A0 ulfo Sgrad B cofed.
(iv) An example occurs at:
(1)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 2 marks.
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Question 6 (g)

6(g) was generally poorly answered, if at all (many candidates did not complete the paper,
mostly through giving too full an answer in 5(f), one suspects). For Pixies, the answers were
vague or often plain wrong (Pixies were often from Manchester). Little mention was made of
Suede’s re-styling of glam or of The Stone Roses’ psychedelic and house music pedigree
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two boxes to indicate your choices.
3 Pixies

 Suede

® The Stone Roses

Artist 1 Suwli

(g) Outline the musical styles oT TWO OT TNe TONOWING artists ana tneir place in inaie
Rock, referring to specific tracks where appropriate to illustrate your answer. Tick

Artist 2 .

T ke Stong Raszs Aeam

p 1939, A re

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks)

This candidate scored 4 marks.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
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(g) Outline the musical styles of two of the following artists and their place in Indie
Rock, referring to specific tracks where appropriate to illustrate your answer. Tick
two boxes to indicate your choices.

M Pixies
£1 Suede

[ The Stone Roses
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v Somgy e Sha boresy  cho dunng
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Artist 2 oS

(3)

. ns'ﬁ*mwmafmm Chroagamiees ,  Avea Qkies,  waougbkde oe

5. lewh oty e Amadcpn @i Gondd \hen

i A edd . Cai ?M,’;wbnnsnnmﬁﬂﬂbﬂ
mﬂu‘“'}hhhwm'jr)bm—wivﬂ'“w“mhm

cited P as nplaasncd s X (Total for Question 6 = 20 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 3 marks.

GCE Music Technology 6MT02 01

17



Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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