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1 ‘The true value of the jury must be measured against the alternative that might be put in its 
place.’ 
 
Discuss selection and role of the jury in criminal trials and any alternatives that could be 
used to replace a jury. 
 
Band 1 (0) Irrelevant answer 
 
Band 2 (1–6) Candidate gives a very basic explanation of the selection and role of juries in 

criminal trials. 
 
Band 3 (7–12) Candidate gives a basic explanation of the selection and role of juries in 

criminal trials.  
 
Band 4 (13–19) Candidate gives a reasonable explanation of selection and/or role of juries in 

criminal trials. Some attempt to link to the analytical component of the 
question and a discussion of the alternatives that could be used to replace the 
jury. Candidates who fail to discuss alternatives are unlikely to achieve more 
than 15 marks. 

 
Band 5 (20–25) Candidate gives a clear and detailed explanation of the selection and role of 

the jury in criminal trials. Defines and illustrates the merits of jury service. 
Clear and informed analysis of the alternatives to jury trial and discussion of 
the merits of the alternatives. 

 
 
2 How can we account for the growth in Equity? Assess its relevance to the law today. 
 

Band 1 (0) Irrelevant answer 
 
Band 2 (1–6) Candidate gives a very basic explanation of equity. Possibly mainly an 

historical account, unlikely to have any reference to the analytical component 
of the question. 

 
Band 3 (7–12) Candidate gives a basic explanation of equity and the historical background of 

its introduction. Some basic understanding of the relevance of equity today.  
 
Band 4 (13–19) Candidate gives a reasonable explanation of equity and the historical 

background of its introduction. Explanation of the introduction of new rights 
e.g. the trusts and the mortgage and new remedies e.g. the injunction, specific 
performance. These should be illustrated with relevant case law. An attempt to 
discuss the analytical component of the question. 

 
Band 5 (20–25) Candidate gives a clear explanation of the growth of equity, explanation of the 

introduction of new rights e.g. the trusts and the mortgage and new remedies 
e.g. the injunction, specific performance and some reference to maxims. Well 
used case law to illustrate. Clear and informed link to the analytical component 
of the question e.g. equity remains relevant today. 
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3 ‘Parliament makes law it is the duty of judges to interpret it.’  
 
Critically discuss the role of judges in the interpretation of statutes. 
 
Band 1 (0) Irrelevant answer 
 
Band 2 (1–6) Candidate gives a very basic explanation of the way the judiciary interpret 

statutes e.g. reference to the rules of interpretation. 
 
Band 3 (7–12) Candidate gives a basic explanation of the way the judiciary interpret statutes 

e.g. reference to the rules of interpretation. Some understanding of the 
approaches and the discretion given to judges. 

 
Band 4 (13–19) Candidate gives a reasonable explanation of the way the judiciary interpret 

statutes e.g. reference to the rules of interpretation. Good understanding of 
the approaches as well as other aids to interpretation and the discretion given 
to judges. Some attempts to link to the analytical component of the question. 
Candidates who fail to illustrate with case examples are unlikely to achieve 
more than 18 marks. 

 
Band 5 (20–25) Candidate gives a clear explanation of the way the judiciary interpret statutes 

e.g. reference to all the main rules of interpretation. Defines and illustrates the 
rules of interpretation. Clear and informed links to the analytical component of 
the question e.g. the interaction between the judiciary and the duty of 
Parliament to create law. 

 
 
4 Explain the different methods of alternative dispute resolution and assess whether they 

are preferable to civil litigation.  
 
Band 1 (0) Irrelevant answer 
 
Band 2 (1–6) Candidate gives a very basic explanation of what constitutes alternative 

dispute resolution. 
 
Band 3 (7–12) Candidate gives a basic explanation of what constitutes alternative dispute 

resolution and may offer some undeveloped analysis. 
 
Band 4 (13–19) Candidate gives a reasonable explanation of what constitutes alternative 

dispute resolution and gives an explanation and definition of all/most forms of 
ADR. Some discussion of whether it is preferable to civil litigation 

 
Band 5 (20–25) Candidate gives a clear explanation of what constitutes alternative dispute 

resolution and gives a very good explanation and definition of all forms of ADR 
with illustration. A very good discussion of whether it is preferable to civil 
litigation. 
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5 The main aims of sentencing should be denunciation of and retribution for the crime. 
 

Considering the range of aims of sentencing, to what extent do you agree with this 
statement? 
 

Band 1 (0) Irrelevant answer 
 

Band 2 (1–6) Candidate gives a very basic explanation of the objectives of sentencing 
mentioned in the question and is unlikely offer any reference to the analytical 
component of the question. 

 

Band 3 (7–12) Candidate gives a basic explanation of the objectives of sentencing. 
Candidate demonstrates some understanding of the sentencing process and a 
limited attempt at analysing the reasons why sentencing should reflect 
denunciation and retribution. 

 

Band 4 (13–19) Candidate gives a reasonable explanation of the objectives of sentencing in 
particular denunciation and retribution. Answers should give some examples 
of the sentences which most clearly support these aims. Some attempts to link 
to the analytical component of the question i.e. whether sentencing should 
reflect denunciation and retribution. 

 

Band 5 (20–25) Candidate gives a clear explanation of all the objectives of sentencing. Good 
use of examples of sentences with links to the objectives of sentencing. Clear 
and informed links to the analytical component of the question e.g. the 
reasons why sentencing should reflect denunciation and retribution. A good 
balanced argument both for and against the use of these sentencing 
objectives. 

 
 

6 Bansal, aged 21, was found guilty by Dunchester Crown Court of robbery, an indictable 
offence. He had threatened a passer-by with a knife and took his mobile phone. Bansal 
said he only wanted to borrow it to telephone his girlfriend to tell her that he would be late 
getting home. The court imposed a prison sentence of a year. He wishes to appeal.  
 

Identify to which court such an appeal would lie and on what grounds. Critically assess 
whether the appeal system protects defendants adequately. 
 

Band 1 (0) Irrelevant answer 
 

Band 2 (1–6) Candidate gives a very basic explanation of the appeal system from a Crown 
Court, unlikely to have any reference to the analytical component of the 
question. 

 

Band 3 (7–12) Candidate gives a basic explanation of the appeal system from the Crown 
Court and on what grounds such an appeal could be brought.  

 

Band 4 (13–19) Candidate gives a reasonable explanation of the appeal system from the 
Crown Court and on what grounds such an appeal could be brought. Some 
attempts to link to the analytical component of the question e.g. some 
comments about whether the appeal system protects defendants adequately. 

 

Band 5 (20–25) Candidate gives a clear explanation of the appeal system from the Crown 
Court and on what grounds such an appeal could be brought. A good attempt 
to link to the analytical component of the question e.g. some developed 
comment about whether the appeal system protects defendants adequately. 
Discussion of drawbacks of appeal system and the delays and costs involved. 


