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Answer three questions.

1 ‘A school’s refusal to allow one of its pupils to wear a purity ring ... did not infringe her right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion protected by the European Convention on Human
Rights.

— Held by the Queen’s Bench Division in Playfoot v Millais School Governing Body (2007)

What are the main rights protected by the European Convention?
Consider critically the ways in which they can be enforced. [25]
2 ‘Equity has brought benefits to many litigants who would otherwise have been severely

disadvantaged by the common law’

Discuss, with reference to decided cases. [25]

3 Michael has been convicted of robbery at the Crown Court. He is sentenced to five years

imprisonment. The prosecution considers that the sentence passed is too lenient.

Michael insists that he is innocent and that the jury’s verdict is wrong.

Consider critically the avenues of appeal, if any, open to the parties in this case. [25]
4 Discuss critically the importance of the tribunal system in English law.

How effective is it as an alternative to the courts? [25]
5 What can be done when a bad law needs changing?

Consider the role played by various agencies of law reform in bringing about changes and assess

critically their effectiveness. [25]
6 ‘Magistrates are members of the public who come from the communities they serve.

Explain (a) the process of selecting magistrates and (b) the work that they carry out in the courts.
How effective do you consider their role to be in the judicial system? [25]
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