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Russia in Revolution, 1905-17

Study Sources 1-5 below and then answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.
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SOURCE 1
(From Nadia Krupskaya, Memories of Lenin, published in 1930. Nadia Krupskaya was Lenin’s
wife. Here she is writing about the growth of popular support for the Bolsheviks in 1917.)

We were confident that, together with the workers on whose support we could depend, we
could succeed. The Bolsheviks were growing in numbers and strength during the summer
of 1917. There could be no doubt of the growth of Bolshevik influence in the army. By the
time of the 6th Party Congress in July, membership had grown to 127,000, twice as large as
three months before. We knew that our new movement was rising and that the old order was
approaching its death hour.

SOURCE 2
(From a letter by Kamenev and Zinoviev printed in Novaya Zhizn, a newspaper sympathetic to
the Bolsheviks, published 18 October 1917.)

Zinoviev and I have written to our Bolshevik Party organisation, speaking out against engaging
in any kind of armed uprising. There is no party, and least of all ours, which can rely on the
hopes and trust of the masses. It is now our duty to speak out against any attempt to take the
initiative for an armed insurrection, which would be doomed to defeat and disastrous for our
Party.

SOURCE 3
(From a speech by General Verkhovsky, War Minister, at a meeting of the Defence and Foreign
Affairs Commission, 20 October 1917.)

The War Department is prepared to spare 100,000 fighting men and form militias to counter
the civilian anarchy and unrest in the country. Bolshevism is continuing to sap the fighting
strength of the army. If the Bolsheviks have not yet made a bid to seize power, it is only
because the representatives of the army at the Front have threatened to suppress them. But
who can guarantee that in five days time this threat will have any force? The Bolsheviks may
then make their bid.

SOURCE 4
(From police reports about the situation in Petrograd and the surrounding countryside in
October 1916.)

The mass of the population is at present in a very troubled mood. Bitterness of feeling is very
obvious amongst wide sections of Petrograd. Complaints are openly voiced about the corrupt
government, the unbelievable burdens of war and the unbearable conditions of everyday life.
The atmosphere in the countryside amongst the peasants has become one of sharp opposition,
not only to the government, but to other classes of the population: workers, civil servants and
the clergy.
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SOURCE 5
(From M. Lynch, Reaction and Revolution: Russia 1894—1924, published in 1992.)

It was the highest ranking army officers who first suggested to Nicholas that he should stand
down. It was the aristocratic members of the Duma who took the lead in refusing to disband
on the Tsar’s orders. It was when the army and the police told Nicholas they were unable to
carry out his command to keep the populace in order that his position finally became hopeless.
The strikes and demonstrations in Petrograd in February 1917 were not so much a cause of the
Revolution as symptoms of it. It was the abandonment of the Tsar by his traditional supporters
that brought about the Revolution.
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6521E - Paper 1E
Russia in Revolution, 1905-17
Question 1
(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3.

How far do these three sources suggest that the Bolsheviks could be confident of success in an
armed uprising in October 19177

Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 4 and 5 and your own knowledge.

Do you agree that it was ‘the abandonment of the Tsar by his traditional supporters’ (Source 5,
line 29) that caused the fall of the Tsar’s government in February 1917?

Explain your answer, using these two sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total 60 marks)
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