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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 
 
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding 

body. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 

occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our 

qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. Alternatively, you can 

get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 

www.edexcel.com/contactus. 
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Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help 

everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of 

learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved 

in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 

languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high 

standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more 

about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk 
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General Introduction 

 

The majority of work seen was in line with national standards and most centres are 

taking note of the advice given which is pleasing to see, however there are still some 

issues that reappear year on year. 

 

Some learners struggle with analysis and evaluation as they tend to depend heavily 

on internet sources and include information verbatim, some of which is of doubtful 

relevance. 

 

Assessment Objectives 

 

AO1: The successful learners had chosen relevant issues and linked them to the 

public health consequences.  Some learners struggle to formulate a focussed report; 

this was more prevalent where centres had not directed learners well with their choice 

of issue. 

 

AO2: The successful candidates linked their issue to a specified group of the 

population, and then identified the relevant social, environmental and lifestyle issues 

that were relevant to that section of the population.  Less successful learners tended 

not to concentrate on an identified group, losing focus and making the analysis in AO3 

hard to access. 

 

AO3: Many learners showed good skills in obtaining information from secondary 

sources but need to be encouraged to be more selective about the information they 

use in their final report. Learners should also take care to reference all the work that 

they quote. It is good practice to ensure that learners include bibliographies in 

reports. The analysis tends to be more descriptive and learners struggle to analyse. 

 

AO4: This is an assessment objective that learners struggle with. Many learners tend 

to be very descriptive rather than evaluative, making it harder for them to access the 

higher marks in Mark Band 3.  Evidence that the learner has thought about the issue 

and drawn some conclusions from the information they have considered is what is 

required here. Learners need guidance on both analysis and evaluation at this stage to 

ensure that they can achieve Mark Band 3.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Grade Boundaries 
 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 
this link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
  

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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