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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout the 
world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 
occupational and specific programmes for employers.  

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they 
need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.  

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 
576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that 
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service 
helpful.  
 
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:  
 
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/  
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6948/01: Social Issues and Welfare Needs 
 
 

General Comments 
Where learners struggle on this unit, it is often due to inappropriate choice of Social Issue.  
There is confusion with unit six, and some learners attempt to cover the criteria whilst 
studying a public health issue, this then makes it very difficult for them to achieve higher 
marks in the different assessment objectives. This was seen particularly in AO2 where 
some learners had difficulty in identifying appropriate demographic factors. 
 
Assessment Object 1 
In AO1 some learners are still including research of the origins of the issue that reach back 
into the mists of time, there is no need to predate the inception of the welfare state. 
 
Assessment Object 2 
In AO2 there is still evidence that some centres misunderstand demographic factors and 
are misdirecting their learners. This often comes back to the poor choice of issue in the 
first place, where there are few relevant demographics for the learner to meaningfully 
consider. 
 
Assessment Object 3 
AO3 is the section that is usually done best, but the evidence for it is often included in the 
work for other sections, and assessors do not always recognise that it is there and 
therefore do not credit it. 
 
Assessment Object 4 
For AO4 we often see a lot of description but a minimal amount of evaluation, learners 
should be directed by centres to include their own evaluations of the strategies they look 
at, some attempt at this is required, even at the lower mark bands. 
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Grade Boundaries 
 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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