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Introduction

As in other recent series this paper saw a pleasing level of focus on contemporary events
from many candidates, particularly on education, the economy, transport and penal policy.
Most candidates focused on post-2010 Politics, particularly the topic of law and order where
candidates tended to concentrate on historic content and thus on more contemporary
developments.

Following on from the above point the Law and Order essay was less popular than
previously, with the education essay proving more attractive. This is perhaps understandable
since they will have experienced the majority of their secondary education under the
coalition. This question was noticeable in that many candidates had strong personal views
which in some cases distracted from the issue of the degree of ‘transformation’. Equally a
pleasing number of candidates were able to explore ‘transformation”’ and make a clear line of
argument.

Choice and quality across the short response questions were quite even. A number of
candidates were caught out by failing to closely read the instructions to question 5 which
clearly specified disagreements between the coalition and opposition, rather than within the
coalition. Very few candidates missed the ‘domestic’ in Q1, ‘using examples’ in Q5 and the
plural of ‘governments’ in Q6, so in general they did stick closely to the questions asked.

Candidates must remain vigilant in their attempts to respond to answering the question.
This allows them to achieve maximum marks whilst making the most effective use of their
time.

It was pleasing once more to see few candidates eschewing a political approach in favour
of a geographical (Question 4), sociological (Question 7) or any other study-related one. In
general there was a strong political focus.

Balance remained critical to achieving Level 3 in essay responses. In those short responses
where it was requested, only a small number of candidates attempted wholly one-sided
responses. Candidates also noted previous feedback on the balance between breadth and
depth, with only a few offering a series of underdeveloped points.

Synoptic structure was generally strong with greater use of direct contrast of views, over
the indirect ‘all of one side then all of the other’ approach. Equally however there was some
slip back on synopticity in terms of specifically ascribing views to those who hold them.

Too many opposing arguments were credited to ‘it could be argued that’, rather than to the
individual parties involved, or to other relevant groups.

A final point is the varying level of accuracy of statistics cited by candidates—noticeably
on question 2 where HS2 was confidently stated to cost anywhere from tens of millions to
hundreds of billions, to creating anything from hundreds of jobs to tens of thousands, and
cutting the journey time from Manchester to London to between thirty minutes and three
hours.
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Question 1

This was the least popular of the short questions but was attempted by a good number of
candidates.

The key elements to success were recognition of the focus on ‘domestic’ and ‘since 2010/,
and the use of argument and evidence over assertion particularity in terms of the clarity of
the link to ‘stimulating growth’. For example candidates who explained why the deficit might
lead to a drag on growth did rather better than those who simply stated the fact and left the
reader to work out how.

The coalition’s focus on austerity and cutting the deficit arising from the financial situation
in 2010 was the most popular area for consideration and many candidates were able to

link this to the effects on growth. A lack of consumer confidence and the high rates of
unemployment creating a vicious cycle were also cited. Many candidates attempted to argue
that a lack of government control over interest rates was partly to blame but very few did
this convincingly since they tended to rely on an assumption that the Bank of England had
prevented them from being cut low enough to fuel growth.

Level 1 responses were rare, but generally failed to address the question by focusing on pre-
2010, or general economic factors.

Level 2 responses were generally characterised by an over-emphasis on a single point such
as austerity, or a tendency to cite two or three relevant points whilst failing to provide
sufficient evidence on the government’s ability to stimulate growth.

Level 3 responses considered a range of factors and offered a clear line of argument to

link them to sluggish growth since 2010. The candidates showed a greater awareness of
specific policies arising from austerity that might limit growth, and of how low confidence or
unemployment might create a vicious cycle.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 R Question 2 [ Question3 [

Question 4 [J Question 5 ]

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A




GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A




6

<d\ Resu

+IuUS

Examiner Comments

This response has a reasonable point on government policy,
albeit one that would benefit from a clearer link to the drag
on growth. The bankers’ points are not in the mark scheme
but are creditable if brief. The final point however gleans
little credit as low interest rates are generally accepted as
promoting growth and any suggestion to the contrary would
have to be clearly argued through.

Final mark 8.

Examiner Tip

Where a question specifically asks about ‘limiting’
it is important to ensure that all points are clearly
linked to limitations.
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Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross [X

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 & Question 2 [ Question 3

Question 4 [ Question 5
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Examiner Comments

This is a good example of a candidate whose points
are concise, and who is not afraid to use less common
arguments where they can still be clearly tied to the
specific question. Two of the three points are not on
the mark scheme, and were rarely used by other
candidates, but were nevertheless creditable.

Final mark 13

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The accuracy of the answer is more important than any
consideration of essay length or popularity with other candidates.
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Question 2

This was the most popular of the short responses, perhaps reflecting the level of current
debate surrounding it.

Whilst the question comes under the transport element of the environment topic, economic
arguments were still perfectly acceptable and many candidates showed a pleasing level of
awareness that both the economic and environmental case for HS2 was a matter of debate.
A number of candidates also drew creditable parallels between the case for HS2 and the
alternative case for a third runway at Heathrow Airport.

The biggest discriminator between responses was the level and accuracy of the specific
evidence offered, and how well that evidence was linked to clear arguments.

Level 1 responses were rare although a very small number of candidates focused on
transport generally rather than on HS2 in particular.

Level 2 responses were sometimes too one-sided to progress to level 3 or overly reliant on
assertion rather than argument and evidence. For example, it is true that some see HS2
as creating a ‘northern powerhouse’ but simply mentioning the term is not a substitute for
drawing a clear line of coherent argument between this project and that concept.

Most Level 3 responses covered both economic and environmental arguments and showed
an awareness that the two were not always opposed. Many candidates deployed convincing

and accurate statistics, and showed an awareness of the specific groups advancing particular
points. Whilst synopticity is not a specific requirement for short responses such is creditable.

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the third question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 ¥ Question3 [

Question 4 [ Question 5 E1
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The arguments here are valid but are very tenuous,
with little evidence provided in support.

Final mark 5

Examiner Tip

Developing the points made is key to
progressing up the range of marks.
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Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 N Question 3
Question4 [ Question 5 [

{kdv Huﬂh Sf#’-l?('k p.l.-l L-m]r. - r_war{‘mfﬂ“it&\.

b&mz;l“h;mm‘;ﬁ?rggﬁfrm‘hma}éuf-o

#kff#r+ewai\¢ﬂ,mcq_mLCwm]i‘1MI\'M‘L,Pfﬁmdaﬂxnﬂ{‘l‘a
............. alow. an.... exbe Lhnmy b Heathmmw  and b be..

e fgrmm'" Jovecnm. mqt{' el S Ha.. bﬂ.ﬂﬂ?r‘l“-ﬂ‘r{

............ HSZM L "!L» ﬂz Cnum(‘rﬁ Hmue,.gg/ ) ““ﬂ
............ Sai....... f—ffla.“ mm.rn.n HS2 VN Sy Freener. .

Hw.en ................ a.... m{‘m - (Hdmy SLOCE.... qumﬂmn?" / ﬁm
f‘“"—a A LY S MLL o[ml—rucf-sam o mmb’jmzl# fﬁ.LL.- .....

L S P I 1 1 km.mu-sy .......... c;f. ....... HS2 ... c.;fLarﬂmﬂ‘;ﬂu.t

Asabher.  recaon. et Hece . Sgpeck.... Far.. HS’Z
T T R =»‘-¢{tw-¢‘ﬁ\l'kﬂf(' jcrm :.ﬂj
Iw‘gk.spm( 10‘-4&. ta... bhe cqm}ﬂ}ﬁh#wr?m?{

ik P BAED.. wiart_ H Si.. . L L LS w;l ﬁmm SELALAE ...

;l' casive.. for. huaines men.  and  posilly. carge...

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

aée-ﬂﬁm.uimfmnm

%ﬁcml-h‘phﬁarﬁrmmm{' ....... ep}nihﬁg(ﬂari‘["lslm:

11



,.,.,.J:e,.,.,.,.......3.9E b and. . f’ p:&g lﬁadmuul'km;w;m:mgm

ko heve 4 lower. . ‘M inceNe...... Haee..... L.me{rm'bmﬁmk ........

.......... (X :6@#"3"‘#!Msﬁa-&fﬁyt(d#f(‘ﬂamﬂ!rl‘kr'hRW
[ f-n].’fﬁuml5fﬂ§€—1";;MaﬁHﬁ¢pa£a¢h{”¢j!‘ﬁqE

L, fﬂl?f’jf.b Lff &mu -tj AL AN, ... ABAE .. Yacun.... l@( ..........

_________ Lw¢¢muaaﬁrmfﬁ%£fm'm m :ﬂ.}mam(‘
..... '&w . covalnes.such...as. Tapea... thak 4fruu:£5 heas....

[argarmr.(ﬁt‘ﬁqml‘_;wﬂ\f

............ l«onmrm:ma ; . Q.L" Hu_lnm lﬂlt njmi[‘hﬂ
............. HS 1M[¢_\M1,"t; A FC.. 6 PN, N

............. Jﬁr('m!rwﬂ E‘L.ﬂf‘rmmrjmm " m(ﬂmu(ma wnds. .

{ M ............. %tm Me... b F"‘ff”’ it B S.... beliewe. ...
Yk taskegd... af.. M«uhnj m:[{ (ot....0f.. peanadls...
tate H»ﬁHSZ‘lha-f.{;fﬁz, .......... ge y-mm"t twoiahed  to. .

gmt&L@Mﬂ#ﬂ%ﬁ;@Mtf’;nuﬂ!'a&(ggf!yfmb
H‘#(M:rfaﬂu;mpm“sz

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Although the points in this response are brief, the
direct contrast within paragraphs is highly effective
in demonstrating awareness of the competing
arguments, and this carries it over into level 3.

Final mark 11

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Alternate points are not only a useful synoptic approach
for essays, but also an effective method of showing
balance within short responses which require them.
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Question 3

This was the second most popular short response question, and many candidates showed an
impressive specific knowledge regarding anti-terrorism legislation since 2001. More variable
was the extent to which candidates linked this to the question of consensus. There was a
lack of clear understanding here of where and which parties have agreed or disagreed and
why, e.g. the contrast between the approaches of the Labour governments and the coalition,
and tensions within the coalition.

The various attempts to change the number of days suspects can be held without trial was a
popular choice, with some variations in accuracy. TPIMs and control order, ID cards, and the
Snoopers’ Charter were also discussed. Some candidates showed the ability to make links to
very recent events such as the response to the rise of ISIS.

Level 1 responses were uncommon, but were generally seen where a candidate was
determined to write about law and order policy in general, rather than tackling terrorism.

Level 2 responses were often characterised by clear awareness of different anti-terrorism
measures. Other level 2 responses made such a link but in an overly one-sided way.

Level 3 responses combined clear awareness of measures taken since 2001 with a good
understanding of where there has been both consensus and a lack of it, often linked to an
understanding of different party approaches to civil liberties in general as well as to practical
concerns over particular policies.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the second question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 8
and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥ ,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question2 [ Question3 K

Question4 [ Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

The sole mark here is granted for a passing reference
to Blair being tough on terrorism, but overall this
response is very brief, is not directed to the question,
and suggests major timing issues.

Final mark 1

us

A
J@ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

Timing issues create several problems, including
reading the question at a rush which often results in

not properly addressing it as well as producing only a
short and tenuous response.
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Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 3 Question 2 Question 3
Question 4 Question 5
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Examiner Comments

®
3

This is a relatively short response for a level 3
mark but the candidate benefits from a clear and
accurate approach to balance, showing awareness
of the importance of ‘to what extent’. The focus on
‘consensus’ is also tight and helpful.

Final mark 11

A

OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

Never produce a one-sided response to a ‘to what extent’ question.
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Question 4

It was pleasing to see the vast majority of candidates who tackled this question avoiding a

general explanation of globalisation and instead focusing on its economic impact on the UK.
Resource price fluctuations, international organisations, multinational corporations, and the
impact of global crisis were all well covered.

Candidates tended to distinguish themselves when they clearly linked these issues to the
impacts on the UK economy, and how well they then drew the line to economic policy
making, identifying the ways in which UK governments might find themselves limited or
restrained.

Very few candidates focused on the positive impacts of globalisation for economic policy
making in the UK, although this was not necessary to obtain the full range of marks. A brief
accurate definition of economic globalisation was useful and creditable.

Level 1 responses either failed to recognise that this was a question about the economic
impacts of globalisation, or the candidates had encountered timing problems.

Level 2 responses either showed clear awareness of the impact of globalisation on the UK
economy without fully developing the link to policy making, or covered only a narrow range
of points. Some level 2 responses focused entirely on different aspects of membership of the
EU, for example.

Level 3 responses drew clear links from aspects of economic globalisation to specific

policy implications on a range of areas, most commonly tax, trade, interest rates and
financial stability, and were often able to evidence these with specific pertinent examples of
government economic policies.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the second question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box 5§
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question 2 [ Question3 [

Question4 & Question 5 [J
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The first main point here is weak in terms of its
link to globalisation, and is more of a general ‘why
governments have less control over the economy’
argument. The second and third, more relevant,
points, are briefer than they could have been.

Final mark 7

Examiner Tip

Irrelevant arguments do not cost marks directly, but
they do cost time which limits the opportunities to
gather marks with creditable material.
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Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the second question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X ,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 Question2 [ Question3 [
Question 4 N Question5 [
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate shows a particularly strong link
between their general arguments and their specific
examples, using the latter to help address the
question of the impact on policy making.

Final mark 13

O@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Linking relevant and accurate examples to
arguments makes a significant contribution to
securing a good mark.
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Question 5

This question was of mid-range popularity but was answered well by those candidates
who responded to its specific demands. A minority of candidates missed the focus on
disagreements between government and opposition. Thus this question saw the widest
range in quality of response across all of the short questions, with the most level one
responses.

Where candidates did engage with the question the main discriminator was the level of
detail concerning the different reasons for disagreement, and the strength of the link to the
specific examples used.

It should be noted that, in accordance with previous series, candidates were allowed latitude
on ‘welfare policy’ and, whilst benefits was as expected the main area of focus, material on
health and education was also credited.

Level 1 responses almost invariably focused on disagreements within the coalition. These
received some credit for identifying relevant policy areas, such as the bedroom tax or tuition
fees.

Level 2 responses covered relevant areas of disagreement but tended to focus on a
relatively narrow area of policy, such as different aspects of the NHS reorganisation.

Level 3 responses covered a range of relevant policy disagreements and linked each to
specific reasons for disagreement, often showing sophisticated understanding of the
individual criticisms of changes to child benefit, the introduction of the spare room subsidy
or bedroom tax, and the implementation of the universal credit. Some also creditably
discussed the reasons for policy disagreements over specific health or education policies.

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the third question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 [ Question3 [

Question 4 [ Question 5 X[
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Examiner Comments

The examples here are solid and relevant but are not
matched by the quality of the analysis of ‘why’ on the
first two points which keeps this response within level 2.
Had the candidate moved beyond ‘hurt the most needy’
and ‘poor’ and matched the level of analysis seen in the
final point they would likely have reached level 3.

Final mark 9

OO ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

Where a question asks candidates to ‘explain why using
examples’, the quality of both the examples and the
analysis of why is important to reaching level 3.
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Examiner Comments

This is a strong answer with a range of clear and well-
argued points that effectively link analysis and examples.

Final mark 15

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

27



28

Question 6

This was mid-range in popularity for the three essay questions, and many candidates
performed very well. Very few took the time to specifically lay out the nature of ‘the
environmental challenges’.

Balance was important here and it was pleasing to see many candidates displaying
awareness of both the successes and failures of both pre- and post-2010 governments.

The most common weakness across many responses was the lack of synopticity, with many
combining a strong level of understanding about specific views with a tendency to identify
where those views come from.

The weakest candidates stuck to generalities, often guided by their perception of which
governments were ‘green’ and which were not, without supporting evidence.

Mid-range responses were characterised either by a specific and balanced response that
focused on one specific government, or a response that covered multiple governments

and specific policies but needed further demonstration of effectiveness. Some responses
contended that one government was successful and another not so, offering strong evidence
to back up each proposition but ignoring a deal of evidence to the contrary.

The strongest responses recognised the successes and failures of governments before and
after 2010, linking these to evidence of impact in a developed and highly nuanced way.

In terms of synopticity the most successful candidates recognised the potential mileage
in the opinions of different parties, pressure groups and international organisations, and
applied these views to critiques of specific policies.

Put a cross in the box [¥ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:
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Examiner Comments

This candidate lists much relevant policy which takes
them high within level 2 but the response is not
specific enough on pre-2010 governments.

Final mark 8+7+4+6+5 = 26

J@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Where a question specifically asks about
‘governments’ it is necessary to give roughly equal
attention to the different governments in terms of
both time and specific detail.
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Put a cross in the box X indicating the question that you have ch
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 5
and then indicate your new ion with a cross X,
hosen Que ber:
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Examiner Comments

A good range of policy and clear awareness of both successes
and limitations with respect to different governments. The
one area in which this essay is weak is synopticity.

Final mark 10+9+7+7 = 33

Examiner Tip

To reach level 3 synopticity requires not only a range
of views, but specific attribution of those views to the
individuals, groups or parties who hold them.
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Question 7

This was the least popular of the three essay questions. Those candidates who did attempt
generally did well, and most had a strong focus on the 2010-2015 period.

Most candidates focused on penal policy, and there was little discussion of less relevant law
and order policies, for example on policing.

Aside from the focus on policy area and time period, the major discriminator here was the
degree of evidence presented by the candidates linking law and order policies to the issue of
rehabilitation. Often candidates adopted a linear approach, contrasting the liberal attitude of
Clarke to the later and ‘tougher’ policies of Grayling.

The weakest responses were one sided, strongly descriptive (rather than analytical) and
insufficiently focused on rehabilitation.

Mid-range responses were characterised by awareness of a wide range of relevant penal
policy, but only moderately linked to the specific question of a ‘rehabilitation revolution’.
Some candidates got side-tracked by the question of how successful the policies were in
reducing crime, whilst others were very competent at advancing one side of the debate and
could have reached level 3 had they shown a little more balance.

The strongest responses focused on rehabilitation throughout, and made efforts to link
different policies back to the impact on rehabilitation. Sophisticated awareness was often
shown of tensions between the coalition partners and between different wings of the
Conservative party.

In terms of synopticity a surprisingly small number of candidates discussed alternative
viewpoints advanced by the opposition. Whilst crime is often seen as a consensus issue
criticisms of the ‘rehabilitation revolution’ as a cost saving exercise, or political soundbite,
could clearly have been issues equally relevant. The views of pressure groups such as the
Howard League for Penal Reform, as well as those of victims’ rights charities, also offered
fertile ground that was too often left untouched.

Put a cross in the box [¥ indicating the question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [3 Question 7 ﬂ Question8 [ e
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Examiner Comments

This response starts very promisingly and has clear
synopticity, but weakens by its one-sidedness,
placing it in high level 2.

Final mark 7+7+4+8+6 = 28

Examiner Tip

Balance is a key component to reaching level 3 in
essay questions, as no essay questions on this paper
require one sided responses.
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Put a cross in the box X indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [ Question 7 & Question8 [J

e oA mmmmmn rwqm,hmyt WO mcwbg
e @ a0 Waugl . coneivakve, udzua WS
JJuhe. mmmyg o200 fo 2012 Tm
~ogprodda. Yo (ol uml areler. s emwm:} "n.

VUL garty's. Maugesie 2000 cmd
____Cgm(mns ‘WLS mmhrgom O prooh lagk— W
o malis Has.. concenahves.. okﬁ@f&r
QUGG Wk Ager Hiel“emred o conlabion e
wila Hu. Ubtrad . mmsaun!csm 20LO Hme were..
\ammm of. M. “rehabnlkaton.... patiukion . mo?d&f
Lok oume. cm.d tas_ceoppnding... e .

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A




mnbmmikohcmhmtqrm?ﬂ/

Mae ungeated. e of  Commanicky. ekl g 1S
op@mmndwkpmondwmkmmamkmam

a‘jd/mmlop {,orvﬁpmﬂ\mw T —

lm bmtgm w UMUNARY.... W NQ.... [N

on suceerspud. a8 Hag . teoppendung. raf€. for. Commuky. .
Soﬂagkr&uﬁ e oble o e low ahdung (s, b
spﬂo[;wm,mﬂwsogmfzunﬂmmt,@aufuf[a
......... pacple... accoli bomﬁaugovmmmmm

MMASULY... 0. Are. 4. Sopk. ophon . and.. AL,

g be o rason.. jor_uyy.thus " ruolibor was. pob
9om§armug14a;w,7m;wc&ktnw
publc opuuon_ and taue A harher agproach. ...
Rrothaer . jegora. ntroducec) by ot i pectoratie.
Jushee, o prouss whsre ek are. dhl to. diswdss. s
upﬂau&h@slmn{xhw A/ ebé o SUCcessfud g
901wk sapspathon rake " (b bas also greatly.
“hopd b tenabudate ofpendis ac P are able

ko unduskand Mg wy Q.Cé*pf’f/lﬂf;’u‘j s S

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A 49



50

........ WA pASOAC. M ceicer.. |
Dean h{ uMaiin ?\Mn:oﬂi and  should ge
(w%  order  fo. quvc,p A qre ﬁ

,,,,, JA[.F.LWGQ confrol o pmchm_ and. Ytquutf

RN WOTULIT.. (L. pnsons. to.. haabméo

....... maztmuylxutfn .:Jo tbu_r m,amw m

Clongeniodves . . Has. indroduckon. . of. pnuatt:,

pasens.. r/Wf’Wn. r{/u, Vi . Thasre —ar

,,.,Hama, feuttmgwcemm 410 %ure of 2.

-~ povake. . prsons. awe Lowu‘“ mff‘”dmﬂ' rakes.

_________ w%c}ﬁf‘s Hmh pnuukumttm laM m UL

S 5ovemmmi- s coshs podh buwk ok pol. o;;;mdw
AOWE. VOe. NNV g provile. Dekter

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A



mbj nk\ablth.tLOn POYEAMMAS.....
pwtharmare. i QA pncon, . pnva,&g camfam:‘f Jccd« ac..
...‘_,Hmprd/s hane. bear wmurg ath .. pnson. berviee
_on.a. ok proviien . programynd... Tl meanc. Hrak
-~ oggen ders. omplete. o Prammﬁ/ rouni.. natlun
£ mpamgwm a. Job WW
e YA (S K MLL r.ad
L 0C Hn.ud/ ke gven.. H%Wmmb« {JrﬁLd.MW.
.......... Wm Q.. mmmwcm e fikdds Neseled
on_tg oftur_hand H&jf&e‘é e replacoment op
len Mot watta Clara - braylng . i 2002 d oo
harsher appmm on.. pnmn,r g fomed. on..

& —can Riso, Cmmwm
pnrum w2000 fo.

ek .68.000..and. 5. gr
mamfmgm T s dﬂr,ad'a lord.. f’hw;f S. mlhaty
—prens are fwswg -~ Ha . sgounas ST g i
mmJ(w dae b Lot of_ rdxtabmrwn.,
,,,,,,,,, under e coalibioh vl lade  rot. tautled

e cofibion bnaxe mm@

or..nof ..

pmw,dm.g, ofpendtrs. uath. . Mo uudlr. mw ko

b stop ftaf(mdmg For_exumple. as_aer 607. a/:
M oppendurs o _gnson. hawe . no. quadigeations. and

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

e oy i i

51



52

68 honce. Hae aakas.. abw bedows an .
....... year old e e sS o dear. . Haok. - rehoabilkafon o
pmoN S..polke ;H@Ltw& Decpue, Tharesa. a5
Hnak 2 pnson awo s’ Haege mmy
dhatishes. would SUggest.. ot .
Mmﬂhbﬂnis approgela. ko ! Waruf aro(ucm
olso. he M%,e.d t:rg, Hror - ceadbon. to e 2001
m{rs ALl A C.. aron...docuithed ag..
o[f, "fm.(t. em,L‘ s —wher
_ameds. and 1,000 ofpmd_m mw?ed ase
. Senknas wene. on awerage 25 /. longer fhan. .
n,aamL A i an. exumple. o m:oow.bnm
nauth approadh foweurds. Gpendess - whiadda ma#
........ alfo be gg o rtuwe or (Julzuc, OPUUOA., kA
_opee 707 Of people. /zw.wmg Haat Mg patus
Mux_d houe. cmgc qupab Qg O G
teaulk op s st Fae—20U ok
Def{ztéf; fagge . :wh HG.JL tom&hor/\ aur m /am.
et budget by 207, . 2ol ARG, YL
600 ehs - m(orr s has.. meank .. gk
e police. fgrcﬂ. nas. bean . undble. b deak it
ng... VL. and alo . g Aon. hgae..nok- Aem
e dnough... ﬂmdﬂk} . opder. fo. thactsk o
grd«aMLtwﬁugm -PLRGIANUILS ...
e comomdle, due o g (ate o; Wherak Democruf
mplmw_ and e, (oo s remnoval  ds Juchal
L retowy.. Mas . calen s propise. . of . rehapddut

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A



mmW“MsmFMW

AnteJnshead. Hag mmmma_m@ﬁ

mwxpouujfouxsuxgmmknhuhahmﬂam
. caked faake people “wank b we mpunaks.

“andhawe pauend G quekenky. ower e
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Examiner Comments

This is a strong answer showing balance, specific policy
and effective synopticity, taking it well into level 3.

It is also well written and pleasing to read which is
reflected in the AO3 mark. To reach the very highest
marks, given the nature of the question, requires more
concentration on policy as well as impact.

Final mark 9+9+10+4+8 = 36

Examiner Tip

AO3 marks are based on a mixture of a clear and
well organised structure, a coherent writing style and
the effective use of appropriate vocabulary.
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Question 8

It is rare for an essay question to focus on education in particular but, despite this, this
question proved to be very popular with many candidates keen to consider the record of
Michael Gove in particular, and the impact of his policies on their educational formative
years.

This proved to be of help to some candidates and a hindrance to others, as some showed a
very strong awareness of the ways in which coalition policy both built on and departed from
that seen prior to 2010, whilst others were more concerned with how ‘good’ the policy was
than how radical. In some cases these candidates embraced the premise of the question,
then dispensed with ‘transformation’ after the introductory paragraph.

The weakest responses tended to be personal polemics, most often anti-Gove in nature,
and were one-sided. Alternatively, the focus was on one particular area of reform, most
commonly academies.

Mid-range responses tended to assume, to a greater or lesser degree, that the reform was
radical, and then to focus on discussing how that worked in a variety of specific policy areas.
These responses advanced higher in terms of marks in direct relations to a greater level of
awareness of the aspects of continuity seen in these policies.

The stronger responses focused throughout on the question of transformation, treating the
question of ‘good or bad’ as incidental or irrelevant. They considered, in a very detailed and
sophisticated way, the extent to which coalition policies were genuinely new or simply the
logical continuation of pre-2010 policy. The expansion of academies, rise in tuition fees, and
reform of examinations were all particularly fruitful areas.

Where candidates did recognise that the major question was the degree of reform rather
than its ‘rightness’ this was the most synoptically strong of the essays. Many candidates
brought in the views of teaching unions and other relevant groups, and made direct
comparisons between the policies of Gove and Morgan and the approaches of others. There
was still some use of ‘it could be argued that’ but less so than in the other essay questions.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:
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Examiner Comments

This response begins promisingly with some useful
context to the changes followed by clear awareness
of how academies can change Labour’s policy.
However it then becomes simply a description of
change, rather than an evaluation of the level of
change (and is inaccurate about free schools, which
were new, not expanded).

Final mark 7+5+4+5+4 = 21

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Where questions are asked about ‘transformation’
the focus should be on the nature and degree of
change ahead of a description of the change, or a
discussion of the pros and cons of that change.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A




Put a cross in the box X indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 Question7 [J Question8 [H

................-------------uuu..““.....................“.................&.'.Rdt ................‘.. Fubab A R — M “‘I *‘\&T R
,@!’%W%f&“:'f NG codier umlméa\?*w e Vs CM m
\‘éﬁ M"—" e wde Ve oM, ﬂd"a‘r»\w Q’J'L‘j

" deesn el o - N
T LAV W =yl WO S

P % S WY S
MQXH “ee&ém S««QB': Xk ¥y Y ceths. o) lf\z
............ ks oo e coder. o i‘ra ere ki Yor

e M e M“;’”x ;,a« 3 g A lad

........... Sﬁaﬁm sc\*ochs “z rm:} Q-r :J\ pugrbr L \fﬂuc

e el TS 1YV
...... N}w\m o “s: Msu \f'é*sodnns

....Enc:)u& N _cedScigee de GGSE. The mwug\m e omm\3 Yechaee)
..._Co“ ( UTC 5\ ylfwe claa Lﬂm o, gﬁc\' s La\\{c\1 f}‘

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

57



& GO s cd A-Leds. \d’t a&a}m GGE}QQE(A'FW

a\sonmk mm\"a@ uﬁ» }L

\zm wénas}\.cm.du&o ,,,,,,, MWL%M

.............................................

W .
hed o geb mamgm ,,,,,,, WWM Sk s ;‘juu bod

Fony ) eope b i\; B O W Y A W e
“"":) ........... %y\m Yhis u)rrucgucawg;mr\r Yo Ot ond Rase oo

nveduced e AS. quagczlm @) chede) cnd s e e

e mecder
Qj\m o we Yook W b Whddecod Fae , boe o) b

evdorce Yo say. *n dmfflf-n P&]un Mﬁ: lrrms%m:r}\ SL m‘ua;&m 59\;-1 e
A H%M ¥ once s, T aﬁg*k%b GSE's, e

s o b b O-lock ey ey s 6% oy e,

Yhe <ore Vo Lﬂleod u\m\:mwsr:};_grsum qwmm\mu!*r o
T‘w\y}vw} l"\c-auf‘ !om\q Lm& mev\unregm T e

58 GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A



..‘}-.e&-a}m

b s g :..,\A, \L &aﬁ}m \m

il & gt guameh :m e ek u""""""f.ﬁ:
T Y m\w sy o Yus Yo
be Qere \, s b UK muas\)« B Cen ccrpg\:m . nhenany

B s b

»,m 2B Yo soric) inhuin e b bt Yo L) o réna\l@ma
\\enr ........ W 1s\n ...... % ?fae\u\m as el \—q\aw penisng... e t‘eclr.uO@:\o

.................................................................................................................................................................................

mw\&\p%g

....................

SRR PR ERFE RS RRR A 44440 1E R PR R SR R e

a:)u.m}m pAJ Ln )\- UK (&u» m\H La\pw mww:m) }u\m Poss'ﬂ |
3q8 u&n en m\e\ £).000 ;} \p@& .. d_exeded “»' b Ppo

\e, i hfsecmc\"fe'ﬂfo ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ ¥ ﬂc}rmp‘\r%i\ﬂmpﬂ ..... ....................
Yo Meodered Ve s hb ok ed e il cpe s rure clcch e

f“lm\'dc op e M, Qﬁ_ﬁéﬂ-la\er and % \Ms aded a8 o ;’é\w\f

b e e § ophinky ¢ b bbb b s
forrgres. udies hewe shavn B nubo ok ﬁmc!amd aes

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

59



60

..mA \\A ub\ o SN iy o PO, N e de o \rm

?): ........ \{Z oo

)h:onmh\ "‘MH O —

...............................................................

e bk e e saa, goie m..,,m,' |
D e sdo o nedaced e o

fil 20 b on 55 2 et 'aa a0, 60 b
lage._qeeked u}lm&rmw \u\ou,m-,\ Y oed Sueers..

he remcd) & oc) au%\m\\ ,,,,, arr}m\ o e e TS, .. G

b hedlohes ad guemos bac bam oo e Godbras

s, T;@’L srer&as dm" & grjv‘n;m mﬁ a;msaqy ko Naxeo

(... Neresseny Ly Yo o m}rauz d e Jerdeds, H“»ﬁs %%

.........

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A




r

Foge_gpomed's e b Gl cxee_ ey Rk
aeo\m ........... mno.\.g.... M B Yook

% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This candidate considers a narrower range of policy
than some other responses. The discussion is tightly
focused on the question of transformation with

strong analysis of the degree of change and high
levels of synopticity.

Final mark 10+9+4+9+7 = 35

A

op ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

A little more content could have got this right to the top of L3.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read the question carefully, then read it carefully again, and ensure that they are
answering the question.

Maintain a contemporary focus and avoid overly historical commentary. Unless the
question specifically indicates otherwise, candidates should now expect to spend most of
their time on post-2010 content, and pre-1997 should be discussed only very briefly if at
all.

Maintain a practical political focus that links theory to policy.

Endeavour to strike a balance between range and depth of points, particularly on short
responses where three well explained points will usually out-perform seven brief points
or one very in-depth point.

Prioritise argument over assertion, the specific over the general, and the particular
groups or individual offering synoptic arguments over ‘some argue that’.

Ensure that any and all statistical evidence cited is robust and accurate.

Ensure that they include sufficient balance in all essay questions, particularly where they
wish to structure their response from a personal point of view, which can be a perfectly
acceptable approach.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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