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Introduction
As in other recent series this paper saw a pleasing level of focus on contemporary events 
from many candidates, particularly on education, the economy, transport and penal policy. 
Most candidates focused on post-2010 Politics, particularly the topic of law and order where 
candidates tended to concentrate on historic content and thus on more contemporary 
developments.

Following on from the above point the Law and Order essay was less popular than 
previously, with the education essay proving more attractive. This is perhaps understandable 
since they will have experienced the majority of their secondary education under the 
coalition. This question was noticeable in that many candidates had strong personal views 
which in some cases distracted from the issue of the degree of ‘transformation’. Equally a 
pleasing number of candidates were able to explore ‘transformation’ and make a clear line of 
argument.

Choice and quality across the short response questions were quite even. A number of 
candidates were caught out by failing to closely read the instructions to question 5 which 
clearly specified disagreements between the coalition and opposition, rather than within the 
coalition. Very few candidates missed the ‘domestic’ in Q1, ‘using examples’ in Q5 and the 
plural of ‘governments’ in Q6, so in general they did stick closely to the questions asked.

Candidates must remain vigilant in their attempts to respond to answering the question. 
This allows them to achieve maximum marks whilst making the most effective use of their 
time.

It was pleasing once more to see few candidates eschewing a political approach in favour 
of a geographical (Question 4), sociological (Question 7) or any other study-related one. In 
general there was a strong political focus.

Balance remained critical to achieving Level 3 in essay responses. In those short responses 
where it was requested, only a small number of candidates attempted wholly one-sided 
responses. Candidates also noted previous feedback on the balance between breadth and 
depth, with only a few offering a series of underdeveloped points.

Synoptic structure was generally strong with greater use of direct contrast of views, over 
the indirect ‘all of one side then all of the other’ approach. Equally however there was some 
slip back on synopticity in terms of specifically ascribing views to those who hold them. 
Too many opposing arguments were credited to ‘it could be argued that’, rather than to the 
individual parties involved, or to other relevant groups.

A final point is the varying level of accuracy of statistics cited by candidates–noticeably 
on question 2 where HS2 was confidently stated to cost anywhere from tens of millions to 
hundreds of billions, to creating anything from hundreds of jobs to tens of thousands, and 
cutting the journey time from Manchester to London to between thirty minutes and three 
hours.
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Question 1
This was the least popular of the short questions but was attempted by a good number of 
candidates.

The key elements to success were recognition of the focus on ‘domestic’ and ‘since 2010’, 
and the use of argument and evidence over assertion particularity in terms of the clarity of 
the link to ‘stimulating growth’. For example candidates who explained why the deficit might 
lead to a drag on growth did rather better than those who simply stated the fact and left the 
reader to work out how.

The coalition’s focus on austerity and cutting the deficit arising from the financial situation 
in 2010 was the most popular area for consideration and many candidates were able to 
link this to the effects on growth. A lack of consumer confidence and the high rates of 
unemployment creating a vicious cycle were also cited. Many candidates attempted to argue 
that a lack of government control over interest rates was partly to blame but very few did 
this convincingly since they tended to rely on an assumption that the Bank of England had 
prevented them from being cut low enough to fuel growth.

Level 1 responses were rare, but generally failed to address the question by focusing on pre-
2010, or general economic factors.

Level 2 responses were generally characterised by an over-emphasis on a single point such 
as austerity, or a tendency to cite two or three relevant points whilst failing to provide 
sufficient evidence on the government’s ability to stimulate growth.

Level 3 responses considered a range of factors and offered a clear line of argument to 
link them to sluggish growth since 2010. The candidates showed a greater awareness of 
specific policies arising from austerity that might limit growth, and of how low confidence or 
unemployment might create a vicious cycle.
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This response has a reasonable point on government policy, 
albeit one that would benefit from a clearer link to the drag 
on growth. The bankers’ points are not in the mark scheme 
but are creditable if brief. The final point however gleans 
little credit as low interest rates are generally accepted as 
promoting growth and any suggestion to the contrary would 
have to be clearly argued through.

Final mark 8.

Examiner Comments

Where a question specifically asks about ‘limiting’ 
it is important to ensure that all points are clearly 
linked to limitations.

Examiner Tip
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This is a good example of a candidate whose points 
are concise, and who is not afraid to use less common 
arguments where they can still be clearly tied to the 
specific question. Two of the three points are not on 
the mark scheme, and were rarely used by other 
candidates, but were nevertheless creditable.

Final mark 13

Examiner Comments

The accuracy of the answer is more important than any 
consideration of essay length or popularity with other candidates.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
This was the most popular of the short responses, perhaps reflecting the level of current 
debate surrounding it.

Whilst the question comes under the transport element of the environment topic, economic 
arguments were still perfectly acceptable and many candidates showed a pleasing level of 
awareness that both the economic and environmental case for HS2 was a matter of debate. 
A number of candidates also drew creditable parallels between the case for HS2 and the 
alternative case for a third runway at Heathrow Airport.

The biggest discriminator between responses was the level and accuracy of the specific 
evidence offered, and how well that evidence was linked to clear arguments.

Level 1 responses were rare although a very small number of candidates focused on 
transport generally rather than on HS2 in particular.

Level 2 responses were sometimes too one-sided to progress to level 3 or overly reliant on 
assertion rather than argument and evidence. For example, it is true that some see HS2 
as creating a ‘northern powerhouse’ but simply mentioning the term is not a substitute for 
drawing a clear line of coherent argument between this project and that concept.

Most Level 3 responses covered both economic and environmental arguments and showed 
an awareness that the two were not always opposed. Many candidates deployed convincing 
and accurate statistics, and showed an awareness of the specific groups advancing particular 
points. Whilst synopticity is not a specific requirement for short responses such is creditable.
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The arguments here are valid but are very tenuous, 
with little evidence provided in support.

Final mark 5

Examiner Comments

Developing the points made is key to 
progressing up the range of marks.

Examiner Tip
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Although the points in this response are brief, the 
direct contrast within paragraphs is highly effective 
in demonstrating awareness of the competing 
arguments, and this carries it over into level 3.

Final mark 11

Examiner Comments

Alternate points are not only a useful synoptic approach 
for essays, but also an effective method of showing 
balance within short responses which require them.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
This was the second most popular short response question, and many candidates showed an 
impressive specific knowledge regarding anti-terrorism legislation since 2001. More variable 
was the extent to which candidates linked this to the question of consensus. There was a 
lack of clear understanding here of where and which parties have agreed or disagreed and 
why, e.g. the contrast between the approaches of the Labour governments and the coalition, 
and tensions within the coalition.

The various attempts to change the number of days suspects can be held without trial was a 
popular choice, with some variations in accuracy. TPIMs and control order, ID cards, and the 
Snoopers’ Charter were also discussed. Some candidates showed the ability to make links to 
very recent events such as the response to the rise of ISIS.

Level 1 responses were uncommon, but were generally seen where a candidate was 
determined to write about law and order policy in general, rather than tackling terrorism.

Level 2 responses were often characterised by clear awareness of different anti-terrorism 
measures. Other level 2 responses made such a link but in an overly one-sided way.

Level 3 responses combined clear awareness of measures taken since 2001 with a good 
understanding of where there has been both consensus and a lack of it, often linked to an 
understanding of different party approaches to civil liberties in general as well as to practical 
concerns over particular policies.
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The sole mark here is granted for a passing reference 
to Blair being tough on terrorism, but overall this 
response is very brief, is not directed to the question, 
and suggests major timing issues.

Final mark 1

Examiner Comments

Timing issues create several problems, including 
reading the question at a rush which often results in 
not properly addressing it as well as producing only a 
short and tenuous response.

Examiner Tip
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This is a relatively short response for a level 3 
mark but the candidate benefits from a clear and 
accurate approach to balance, showing awareness 
of the importance of ‘to what extent’. The focus on 
‘consensus’ is also tight and helpful.

Final mark 11

Examiner Comments

Never produce a one-sided response to a ‘to what extent’ question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
It was pleasing to see the vast majority of candidates who tackled this question avoiding a 
general explanation of globalisation and instead focusing on its economic impact on the UK. 
Resource price fluctuations, international organisations, multinational corporations, and the 
impact of global crisis were all well covered.

Candidates tended to distinguish themselves when they clearly linked these issues to the 
impacts on the UK economy, and how well they then drew the line to economic policy 
making, identifying the ways in which UK governments might find themselves limited or 
restrained.

Very few candidates focused on the positive impacts of globalisation for economic policy 
making in the UK, although this was not necessary to obtain the full range of marks. A brief 
accurate definition of economic globalisation was useful and creditable.

Level 1 responses either failed to recognise that this was a question about the economic 
impacts of globalisation, or the candidates had encountered timing problems.

Level 2 responses either showed clear awareness of the impact of globalisation on the UK 
economy without fully developing the link to policy making, or covered only a narrow range 
of points. Some level 2 responses focused entirely on different aspects of membership of the 
EU, for example.

Level 3 responses drew clear links from aspects of economic globalisation to specific 
policy implications on a range of areas, most commonly tax, trade, interest rates and 
financial stability, and were often able to evidence these with specific pertinent examples of 
government economic policies.
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The first main point here is weak in terms of its 
link to globalisation, and is more of a general ‘why 
governments have less control over the economy’ 
argument. The second and third, more relevant, 
points, are briefer than they could have been.

Final mark 7

Examiner Comments

Irrelevant arguments do not cost marks directly, but 
they do cost time which limits the opportunities to 
gather marks with creditable material.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate shows a particularly strong link 
between their general arguments and their specific 
examples, using the latter to help address the 
question of the impact on policy making.

Final mark 13

Examiner Comments

Linking relevant and accurate examples to 
arguments makes a significant contribution to 
securing a good mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This question was of mid-range popularity but was answered well by those candidates 
who responded to its specific demands. A minority of candidates missed the focus on 
disagreements between government and opposition. Thus this question saw the widest 
range in quality of response across all of the short questions, with the most level one 
responses.

Where candidates did engage with the question the main discriminator was the level of 
detail concerning the different reasons for disagreement, and the strength of the link to the 
specific examples used.

It should be noted that, in accordance with previous series, candidates were allowed latitude 
on ‘welfare policy’ and, whilst benefits was as expected the main area of focus, material on 
health and education was also credited. 

Level 1 responses almost invariably focused on disagreements within the coalition. These 
received some credit for identifying relevant policy areas, such as the bedroom tax or tuition 
fees.

Level 2 responses covered relevant areas of disagreement but tended to focus on a 
relatively narrow area of policy, such as different aspects of the NHS reorganisation.

Level 3 responses covered a range of relevant policy disagreements and linked each to 
specific reasons for disagreement, often showing sophisticated understanding of the 
individual criticisms of changes to child benefit, the introduction of the spare room subsidy 
or bedroom tax, and the implementation of the universal credit. Some also creditably 
discussed the reasons for policy disagreements over specific health or education policies.
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The examples here are solid and relevant but are not 
matched by the quality of the analysis of ‘why’ on the 
first two points which keeps this response within level 2. 
Had the candidate moved beyond ‘hurt the most needy’ 
and ‘poor’ and matched the level of analysis seen in the 
final point they would likely have reached level 3.

Final mark 9

Examiner Comments

Where a question asks candidates to ‘explain why using 
examples’, the quality of both the examples and the 
analysis of why is important to reaching level 3.

Examiner Tip
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This is a strong answer with a range of clear and well-
argued points that effectively link analysis and examples.

Final mark 15

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This was mid-range in popularity for the three essay questions, and many candidates 
performed very well. Very few took the time to specifically lay out the nature of ‘the 
environmental challenges’.

Balance was important here and it was pleasing to see many candidates displaying 
awareness of both the successes and failures of both pre- and post-2010 governments.

The most common weakness across many responses was the lack of synopticity, with many 
combining a strong level of understanding about specific views with a tendency to identify 
where those views come from.

The weakest candidates stuck to generalities, often guided by their perception of which 
governments were ‘green’ and which were not, without supporting evidence.

Mid-range responses were characterised either by a specific and balanced response that 
focused on one specific government, or a response that covered multiple governments 
and specific policies but needed further demonstration of effectiveness. Some responses 
contended that one government was successful and another not so, offering strong evidence 
to back up each proposition but ignoring a deal of evidence to the contrary.

The strongest responses recognised the successes and failures of governments before and 
after 2010, linking these to evidence of impact in a developed and highly nuanced way.

In terms of synopticity the most successful candidates recognised the potential mileage 
in the opinions of different parties, pressure groups and international organisations, and 
applied these views to critiques of specific policies.
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This candidate lists much relevant policy which takes 
them high within level 2 but the response is not 
specific enough on pre-2010 governments.

Final mark 8+7+6+5 = 26

Examiner Comments

Where a question specifically asks about 
‘governments’ it is necessary to give roughly equal 
attention to the different governments in terms of 
both time and specific detail.

Examiner Tip
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A good range of policy and clear awareness of both successes 
and limitations with respect to different governments. The 
one area in which this essay is weak is synopticity.

Final mark 10+9+7+7 = 33

Examiner Comments

To reach level 3 synopticity requires not only a range 
of views, but specific attribution of those views to the 
individuals, groups or parties who hold them.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
This was the least popular of the three essay questions. Those candidates who did attempt 
generally did well, and most had a strong focus on the 2010-2015 period.

Most candidates focused on penal policy, and there was little discussion of less relevant law 
and order policies, for example on policing.

Aside from the focus on policy area and time period, the major discriminator here was the 
degree of evidence presented by the candidates linking law and order policies to the issue of 
rehabilitation. Often candidates adopted a linear approach, contrasting the liberal attitude of 
Clarke to the later and ‘tougher’ policies of Grayling.

The weakest responses were one sided, strongly descriptive (rather than analytical) and 
insufficiently focused on rehabilitation.

Mid-range responses were characterised by awareness of a wide range of relevant penal 
policy, but only moderately linked to the specific question of a ‘rehabilitation revolution’. 
Some candidates got side-tracked by the question of how successful the policies were in 
reducing crime, whilst others were very competent at advancing one side of the debate and 
could have reached level 3 had they shown a little more balance.

The strongest responses focused on rehabilitation throughout, and made efforts to link 
different policies back to the impact on rehabilitation. Sophisticated awareness was often 
shown of tensions between the coalition partners and between different wings of the 
Conservative party.

In terms of synopticity a surprisingly small number of candidates discussed alternative 
viewpoints advanced by the opposition. Whilst crime is often seen as a consensus issue 
criticisms of the ‘rehabilitation revolution’ as a cost saving exercise, or political soundbite, 
could clearly have been issues equally relevant. The views of pressure groups such as the 
Howard League for Penal Reform, as well as those of victims’ rights charities, also offered 
fertile ground that was too often left untouched.
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This response starts very promisingly and has clear 
synopticity, but weakens by its one-sidedness, 
placing it in high level 2.

Final mark 7+7+8+6 = 28

Examiner Comments

Balance is a key component to reaching level 3 in 
essay questions, as no essay questions on this paper 
require one sided responses.

Examiner Tip
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This is a strong answer showing balance, specific policy 
and effective synopticity, taking it well into level 3. 
It is also well written and pleasing to read which is 
reflected in the AO3 mark. To reach the very highest 
marks, given the nature of the question, requires more 
concentration on policy as well as impact.

Final mark 9+9+10+8 = 36

Examiner Comments

AO3 marks are based on a mixture of a clear and 
well organised structure, a coherent writing style and 
the effective use of appropriate vocabulary.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
It is rare for an essay question to focus on education in particular but, despite this, this 
question proved to be very popular with many candidates keen to consider the record of 
Michael Gove in particular, and the impact of his policies on their educational formative 
years.

This proved to be of help to some candidates and a hindrance to others, as some showed a 
very strong awareness of the ways in which coalition policy both built on and departed from 
that seen prior to 2010, whilst others were more concerned with how ‘good’ the policy was 
than how radical. In some cases these candidates embraced the premise of the question, 
then dispensed with ‘transformation’ after the introductory paragraph.

The weakest responses tended to be personal polemics, most often anti-Gove in nature, 
and were one-sided. Alternatively, the focus was on one particular area of reform, most 
commonly academies.

Mid-range responses tended to assume, to a greater or lesser degree, that the reform was 
radical, and then to focus on discussing how that worked in a variety of specific policy areas. 
These responses advanced higher in terms of marks in direct relations to a greater level of 
awareness of the aspects of continuity seen in these policies.

The stronger responses focused throughout on the question of transformation, treating the 
question of ‘good or bad’ as incidental or irrelevant. They considered, in a very detailed and 
sophisticated way, the extent to which coalition policies were genuinely new or simply the 
logical continuation of pre-2010 policy. The expansion of academies, rise in tuition fees, and 
reform of examinations were all particularly fruitful areas.

Where candidates did recognise that the major question was the degree of reform rather 
than its ‘rightness’ this was the most synoptically strong of the essays. Many candidates 
brought in the views of teaching unions and other relevant groups, and made direct 
comparisons between the policies of Gove and Morgan and the approaches of others. There 
was still some use of ‘it could be argued that’ but less so than in the other essay questions.
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This response begins promisingly with some useful 
context to the changes followed by clear awareness 
of how academies can change Labour’s policy. 
However it then becomes simply a description of 
change, rather than an evaluation of the level of 
change (and is inaccurate about free schools, which 
were new, not expanded).

Final mark 7+5+5+4 = 21

Examiner Comments

Where questions are asked about ‘transformation’ 
the focus should be on the nature and degree of 
change ahead of a description of the change, or a 
discussion of the pros and cons of that change.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate considers a narrower range of policy 
than some other responses. The discussion is tightly 
focused on the question of transformation with 
strong analysis of the degree of change and high 
levels of synopticity.

Final mark 10+9+9+7 = 35

Examiner Comments

A little more content could have got this right to the top of L3.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Read the question carefully, then read it carefully again, and ensure that they are 
answering the question.

•	 Maintain a contemporary focus and avoid overly historical commentary. Unless the 
question specifically indicates otherwise, candidates should now expect to spend most of 
their time on post-2010 content, and pre-1997 should be discussed only very briefly if at 
all.

•	 Maintain a practical political focus that links theory to policy.

•	 Endeavour to strike a balance between range and depth of points, particularly on short 
responses where three well explained points will usually out-perform seven brief points 
or one very in-depth point.

•	 Prioritise argument over assertion, the specific over the general, and the particular 
groups or individual offering synoptic arguments over ‘some argue that’.

•	 Ensure that any and all statistical evidence cited is robust and accurate.

•	 Ensure that they include sufficient balance in all essay questions, particularly where they 
wish to structure their response from a personal point of view, which can be a perfectly 
acceptable approach.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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