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Introduction
This was an accessible paper which provided a pleasing range of marks and was 
effective as a discriminator. The standard of response was, overall, pleasing and 
there were some particularly strong responses which indicated that candidates 
had been very well prepared for the examination. There was a reasonable spread 
across all questions and there didn’t appear to be any widespread issues with 
candidate understanding of the questions set. The most popular short question 
in Section A was question 4 on human rights but this was very closely followed 
by the question on religion. The least popular short question was the question 
on colonialism and neo-colonialism but it was still tackled by a decent number of 
candidates. The most popular long question from Section B was the question on 
terrorism and the least popular of the long responses was the question on the 
environment.

It is worth repeating the following observations made in the report for unit 3D. 

The key to success in responding to the questions set is to recognize that not one, 
but in the case of the longer essay response, four marks, are being awarded for 
each script. Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate 
to achieve 12 of the available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for 
A02, synopticity and A03. A large proportion of candidates score well in A01 
because they provide detailed and developed knowledge and understanding, 
with relevant and accurate work but they can fail to attain the marks that are 
available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level 
in A02 revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels 
or connections. This can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily 
on production of learnt fact and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are 
expected to provide an awareness of competing viewpoints or perspectives, 
can be a weak area for some. The longer questions are designed for debate 
and discussion of alternative viewpoints. A03 can also be an issue for some 
candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier A0 elements into a structured 
and logical response, which provides balance and use of appropriate political 
vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focused on, the 
Further Guidance for Route D document. This was prepared by the previous Principal 
Examiner and can be found on the Edexcel website. This document provides 
additional content explanation and advice to support the initial specification 
document. It is also pleasing to note that teachers and students are making good 
use of recently developed resources.
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Question 1
Q1: This was a reasonably popular question although often tackled as a second 
or even third choice in answer booklets despite it being the first question on the 
paper. Candidates were generally able to define key terms and note at least two 
areas of discussion. The issues of sovereignty and the idea of human rights as a 
‘tool of the west’ were most commonly seen. The better responses discussed the 
institutions involved in more detail, citing examples.

Candidates explained that International law is a controversial area in the 
relationship between states with some states arguing that it is a tool of the major 
powers to further their own position and their own version of human rights. Some 
candidates judged the effectiveness of international law in upholding human 
rights by considering whether international law is being accepted by states and 
whether it is being implemented. It was pleasing to note the use of numerous 
examples including the actions of the International Criminal Court and the 
International tribunals.
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There is a decent knowledge base to this response. The start 
of the response does focus on the United Nations in some 
detail but other judicial institutions are also mentioned as the 
response progresses.

Examiner Comments
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This response has a decent introduction and then progresses to 
illustrate a knowledge of a number of judicial institutions such 
as the special tribunals. Supporting knowledge is pleasing and 
there is a focused argument.

Examiner Comments

No need to spend valuable time apologising for 
handwriting.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
This was the second most popular of the short questions in Section A. 
Huntingdon’s thesis appeared to be well-learned and was used with effect by a 
sizeable number of candidates. Some candidates were able to contest the thesis 
plausibly and with examples. There were a wide collection of examples used to 
support candidate assertions including a number of contemporary examples which 
worked very well. Some candidates chose to pursue a comparative argument: 
stressing, for instance, that though religion could be a cause of conflict, other 
causes were more important. There were a number of particularly well prepared 
and high scoring responses to this question.
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No real definition or introduction but a well written response 
which covers a significant amount. The clash of civilizations 
thesis is discussed and there is a convincing argument relating 
to alternative causes of conflict.

Examiner Comments



GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D 13



14 GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D

A decent, to the point, introduction and a thoughtful discussion 
on the nature of religion with examples of tensions and conflicts 
in which religion has played a part.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
This was a reasonably popular question which, again, produced a good range of 
responses. Most candidates made the point that whilst there is now a general 
acceptance of the need to cooperate over climate change, there remain numerous 
obstacles to effective action in order to make progress.

Some candidates chose to focus on very recent events in order to respond to the 
question and this was creditworthy. Most adopted the strategy of starting with 
Hardin’s ‘tragedy of the commons’ and were able to get to the crux of that thesis. 
As a ‘theoretical platform’ this proved useful. Thereafter, many dwelt on the 
tension between developing/developed world. Somewhat fewer discussed radical 
versus reformist approaches. There was a pleasing knowledge of issues around 
international summits such as Kyoto and Copenhagen.

The question was usually handled competently.
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After all this time I am still slightly amused to read an 
environment response which begins 'Climate change is a very 
hot topic in global politics'. This response has all of the key 
ingredients in a strong response. The tragedy of the commons 
is evident and there are a series of other arguments relating to 
tensions between developed and developing world and also how 
best to tackle the issue. This is a convincing and deserved level 
3 response.

Examiner Comments

Try to make a series of logical and relevant points in an 
organised fashion as this candidate does.

Examiner Tip



18 GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D



GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D 19



20 GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D

This is a particularly strong response. A series of factors are 
discussed. There is discussion of climate change scepticism 
and also of the debate between radical and reformist 
supporters. The response continues with discussion of the 
free rider principle which could be linked to the tragedy of the 
commons and also to the differences between the developed 
and developing world over issues such as responsibility and 
measurement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
This was the most popular of the short questions in Section A and candidates 
usually performed well here. Definitions were often very strong indeed. 

Human rights are rights to which people are entitled by virtue of being human. 
Human rights are universal in the sense that they supposedly belong to all humans 
rather than to members of any particular country, religion, race, gender or other 
group.

Most candidates showed an intuition that it got to the heart of a fundamental 
issue in global politics – that of radical differences of view regarding central 
western assumptions about ethics. Thus, notions of ‘Asian values’ were frequently 
contrasted with those western assumptions. Some of the more confident 
candidates discussed realist assumptions, though this was less common. 

 Realists have argued that the doctrine of universal human rights should not 
guide state policy because states should prioritise the well-being of their own 
citizens over others, their primary concern being to pursue the national interest. 
It was pleasing to note further argument that the doctrine of human rights has 
been criticised as being culturally biased, reflecting an essentially western, liberal 
model of human nature that emphasises rights and entitlements over obligations 
and social belonging. Candidates seemed happy to explain that some Muslim 
thinkers believe that human well-being is divinely ordained, and some Asian 
politicians champion the notion of ‘Asian values’.

There was also the view that ‘universal human rights’ are used by western powers 
to justify humanitarian intervention for selfish interests.
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This is an excellent response which takes an impressive 
approach to dealing with this popular question. The definition 
is detailed and well explained. A series of criticisms is identified 
and explained clearly, one by one. Discussion includes the 
realist critique, the Islamic critique, communitarianism and the 
view that there is a cultural bias.

Examiner Comments
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This is another very strong response to the popular question on 
human rights. Again, the definition and explanation is strong. 
Cultural imperialism and the Islamic critique are discussed 
along with discussion of Asian values and a hint at US double 
standards. This is another well-deserved level 3 script.

Examiner Comments

There is much to learn from here in terms of structure 
and response to a particular question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This turned out to be a very focused kind of question and often the responses 
were shorter here than for Qs 1-4. The better responses brought in examples of 
e.g. the IMF, WTO and World Bank. The most confident of all were able to discuss 
ideas such as structural dominance and neoliberal hegemony. There were some 
pleasing definitions - 

Colonialism is the practice of establishing control over foreign territory and 
turning it into a colony as a form of imperialism. Colonialism tends to be 
associated with the historic examples of the western powers, particularly between 
the 15th and 19th centuries with key targets being Africa, Asia and South America. 
Colonialism involved military and political dominance with open and overt 
actions. Neo-colonialism involves economic domination with a less open and more 
covert dominance without direct political control, as, for example in so-called US 
dollar imperialism. The weapons employed in neo-colonialism may be structural 
dominance in key international financial institutions such as the IMF, WTO and 
World Bank, control of market philosophy, use of multinational companies etc.

Most candidates made an assertion that the dominant global powers have 
maintained control over the lesser powers with a shift from colonialism to a more 
subtle variant of neo-colonialism.
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This response is clearly from a candidate who is comfortable dealing 
with both terms. The differences identified by the candidate are key 
here. The time period difference is explained as is the nature of the 
type of dominance. The direct against indirect nature of dominance 
is also discussed and there are useful examples of neo-colonialism.

Examiner Comments
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There is much to praise in this response which certainly 
achieves a level 3. There is a strong and particularly effective 
introduction and a series of differences is worked through with 
clear explanation and example. The overt and obvious nature of 
colonialism is contrasted with the less obvious neo-colonialism 
which also employs different methods and takes place in a 
distinct time period when compared with colonialism.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
As always with questions on terrorism, this was popular. A few of the weaker 
responses didn’t grasp the concept of ‘global’ terrorism. These weaker responses 
in general tended to be one-sided: most commonly, there was much focus on 
terrorism as a major threat but a lot less on how it could be seen as a relatively 
small threat compared to e.g. conventional warfare and in terms of human 
casualties. The question enabled candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of 
recent terrorist activities and this was creditworthy. Definitions were mixed in 
quality - Terrorism involves violent acts which are intended to create fear (terror), 
are perpetrated for a religious, political or, ideological goal; and deliberately 
target or disregard the safety of non-combatants (civilians). Global terrorism 
is terrorism that has a global reach, particularly as demonstrated by the 9/11 
attacks on the USA. 

Central arguments made by candidates included that: the 9/11 attacks 
demonstrated how the world’s most powerful state, in military as well as 
economic terms, can be vulnerable to external attack when it is no longer 
vulnerable to conventional attacks by rival states. The terrorist threat is enhanced 
by the suggestion that terrorist networks may be attempting to acquire and 
use weapons of mass destruction coupled with the fact that the threat of global 
terrorism is so great because it requires few resources and can be carried out by 
small groups or even lone individuals. Increased global flows of peoples, ideas 
and information also make global terrorism particularly difficult to contain or 
prevent. The actions of recent terror groups have provoked a response from the 
major powers, the United States in particular, which may make a global ‘clash of 
civilizations’ more likely. Candidates counter arguments tended to stress that: the 
scale of death caused by terrorism is minimal when compared to deaths caused 
by other global issues such as famine, disease or environmental degradation. 
Although 3,000 people died in the 9/11 attacks, this is very small by comparison 
with the scale of death that has occurred as a result of conventional warfare. 
Terrorism, by its nature, consists of a series of sporadic attacks on a variety 
of targets, and is very different from the concerted, sustained and systematic 
destruction that is wreaked by mass warfare conducted between states. 
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This response covers the standard formula for success. There 
is an effective definition and introduction which sets up a two 
sided debate, supported with evidence and relevant throughout, 
leading to a conclusion. The candidate is careful to tackle the 
global element of the question and makes some interesting 
points about globalization. Both the original and counter 
argument is convincing. 

Examiner Comments

A standard but effective format to this response 
ensures likelihood of a level 3.

Examiner Tip
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A further strong response which follows a similar format to the 
first example. The response begins well as it sets up both sides 
of the discussion to come. The global element of the question 
and the concept of catastrophic terrorism are covered in what 
becomes a particularly well balanced and informed response.

Examiner Comments



GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D 43

Question 7
This was not as popular a question as 6 or 8. It is possible that the word 
‘remain’ concerned candidates with the implication of a demand for very up-to-
date knowledge. As always with questions on the global environment, a lack of 
knowledge about the key global conferences can let down a response. Less stress 
was shown than in former years on the view amongst some scientists that serious 
environmental degradation is not occurring – this reflects a growing consensus. 
Some candidates adopted a ‘comparative’ strategy; they argued that e.g. global 
recession, nuclear proliferation and other issues have become more prominent.
This was creditworthy. 

Candidates explained that, in recent years, states are more willing to recognize 
the potential consequences of failing to tackle environmental degradation and that 
global warming, in particular, has been at the top of the agenda of environmental 
problems since the early 1990s. Candidates referenced a series of global 
conferences which have taken place in order to attempt to develop a common 
and united reaction to environmental decline from Rio in 1992 to Kyoto in 1997 
and Copenhagen in 2009. Counter argument stressed that whilst there have been 
a number of global initiatives relating to environmental concerns; meaningful 
progress has been slow to emerge.

Several concerns have been raised about the value of agreements made in 
the major summits. The divide between developed and developing states over 
responsibility for environmental decline has manifested itself in arguments 
relating to how to measure states responsibility for current decline and who 
should shoulder the responsibility and economic impact of dealing with future 
problems. Global recession, nuclear proliferation and other issues often seem to 
take a higher place on the global agenda than the environment.
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There is some impressive knowledge in this response which 
suggests a well-read candidate who is happy to discuss the 
environment more generally than most. Whilst most candidates 
focus on climate change, this candidate is willing and able 
to extend the debate and is rewarded for doing so. The 
introduction isn't the most convincing read but there is much of 
value that emerges from this script.

Examiner Comments
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This is a further example of a candidate who is comfortable 
discussing the environment beyond climate change. There is 
a pleasing knowledge of key conferences and also of factual 
material relating to agreements between states. The radical 
Vs reformist debate is also evident in what is a clear level 3 
response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
This was quite a popular question. Often candidates who began with the Brandt 
Report and were able to outline the general points arising from this were usually 
able to launch themselves confidently into a competent essay. The stronger 
responses demonstrated a better ability to counter the contention in the question; 
however, there was a strong tendency amongst most to give little weight to such 
a counter. The best responses tended not just to demonstrate a knowledge of 
the main institutions (e.g. the WTO, IMF and World Bank) but were also able to 
discuss the complexities of e.g. structural dominance and neoliberal hegemony. 
Responses to this question tended to be long: candidates frequently had a lot to 
say. 

Central argument stressed that there is a view that poverty in the South is based 
on global North dominance of military, political and structural power. There is 
plenty of evidence that the major powers have structural dominance in bodies 
such as the IMF, WTO and W.Bank and that the economic philosophy of the world 
is based on western free market liberal philosophy which may benefit global 
North rather than the South. A sizeable number of candidates mentioned that 
multinational companies are often seen as a tool of global North dominance along 
with manipulation of international law and institutions. Candidates’ counter-
argument focused on the idea that poverty in the South is caused by other factors 
such as environmental issues, conflict, overpopulation, corruption, debt etc. 
and that global South should shoulder some, if not all, of the responsibility for 
its own weakness. A few candidates also made the case that, possibly, far from 
being hampered by the free market philosophy of the major western powers, 
global South has suffered from a reluctance to accept the ideas of the Washington 
Consensus and that growth will take place as this is rectified. Examples of rapidly 
developing economies were often used here.
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This is an enjoyable and wide ranging response which tackles 
a number of viewpoints. All arguments are well presented and 
convincing. A well-considered response which is deserving of 
maximum marks.

Examiner Comments
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This is another decent response for this question. Wallerstein 
is referenced once more and with good effect. The dominant 
economic philosophy of global North is also discussed with 
arguments on both sides of the title.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following 
advice:

•	 Ensure a focus on the exact wording of the questions.

•	 Try to provide a clear structure to responses.

•	 Try to provide definitions and/or an early indication of where the response will 
be directed.

•	 Provide examples where possible and try to make them relevant and 
contemporary.

•	 Ensure that, with the longer responses, all assessment objectives are covered.

•	 Make use of the Further Guidance for Route D document

•	 Make use of the Threshold Indicators used in the Mark Schemes.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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