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Introduction
The standard of responses in Unit 4B during this examination session was broadly in 
line with that in previous sessions. As in Unit 3B, none of the questions posed particular 
problems, and there were very few examples of candidates misunderstanding questions 
altogether. As ever, however, a major discriminator was the degree to which candidates 
focused on the specific question set. Where candidates failed to do this, they commonly 
just provided general information about the ideology in question (presumably in the hope 
that some of their material would prove to be relevant), or they reproduced an answer to a 
different question (not unusually, one that had come up in the previous examination series). 
Candidates who spend time thinking about the question itself, and working out how they can 
construct a coherent and relevant response, have a major advantage over other candidates. 
Such time is never wasted. Other important discriminators included the following. Strong 
responses often demonstrated thorough and confident conceptual knowledge, not just 
defining terms accurately, but also, where relevant, discussing rival conceptions or meanings 
of terms; in contrast, weak responses either provided very rudimentary definitions or, more 
commonly, simply took terms to be self-evident. Strong responses tended to be analytical, 
arguments and viewpoints being properly explained and, where relevant, evaluated; weak 
responses tended to be highly descriptive. On essay questions (45 mark questions), strong 
responses dealt with the demands of synopticity far better than did weaker candidates. It is 
surprising, in view of the age of the specification, how many candidates still struggle to deal 
effectively with the synoptic aspect of essay questions, often providing largely one-sided 
responses, or responses that fail to show a clear awareness of the debate that lies at the 
heart of the question itself. As in previous years, however, the best responses demonstrated 
a level of knowledge and understanding and a confidence in deploying intellectual skills that 
was truly impressive, showing genuine insight into theoretical and ideological issues and 
providing evidence of good and stimulating teaching.
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Question 1
This was a two-part question. A large proportion of candidates were able to respond to the 
first part by advancing at least a basic definition of the nation, although accounts of the 
state sometimes tended to be briefer and more vague. Strong responses were able not 
only to provide robust single-sentence definitions of the nation and the state, highlighting 
the contrast between nations as cultural entities and states as political entities, but also 
recognised that the terms are complex and, especially in the case of the nation, defy a 
single-sentence definition. Some very good insight into the cultural, psychological and 
political dimensions of nationhood was sometimes demonstrated. However, the second 
part of the question, concerning why the terms are often confused, proved to be a more 
effective discriminator. In weak responses, the confusion between the terms tended to be 
either ignored, or it was dealt with by a passing, and often unexplained, reference to nation-
states. These matters were handled with greater confidence and insight in strong responses, 
which, beyond noting the significance of the fact that most modern states are nation-
states, often also pointed out the extent to which national identity has been shaped by the 
aspiration to achieve independent statehood.
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This is a Level 3 response. It contains a reliable definition of 
both the nation, which shows an understanding of both its 
cultural and psychological dimensions, and the state, which 
demonstrates an awareness of the importance of sovereign 
power and strict territorial borders. The contrast between the 
two is emphasised by the recognition that a single state can 
contain a number of nations. The second part of the question 
is handled with less assurance, although the nation-state is 
recognised as the key source of confusion between the two 
terms. The response becomes less well focused as it develops 
with the final paragraph being largely confused. The response 
gained 12 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Many candidates who attempted this question ignored the 'how' and 'why' parts of this 
question, and instead took the two parts of the question to be a 'job lot', writing generally 
about the idea of future generations. In strong responses that addressed the 'why' issue 
explicitly and clearly an emphasis was often based on the notion of sustainability and the 
implication for finite natural resources of unrestrained self-interest. However, in only a 
minority of cases was sustainability properly defined or explained in a way that linked it to 
obligations towards future generations. Very few responses made reference to the idea that 
future generations are entitled to living standards, and therefore an access to resources, 
that is at least comparable to what the present generation currently enjoys. When the 
'how' part of the question was well addressed, notions such as natural duty and ecological 
stewardship tended to feature prominently. In many cases, these ideas were, quite 
reasonably, seen to have links to conservative thinking about the environment.
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This is a Level 3 response. It draws attention to ideas such as 
sustainability, natural duty and ecological stewardship, although 
these tend not be be discussed in a developed way. Of particular 
help is the use made of Boulding thinking to highlight the dangers 
of an unrestrained use of finite resources in 'spaceship earth'. 
Both the how and the why parts of the question are addressed, 
in the latter case by, amongst other things, an account of the 
Burkean notion of society as a partnership between generations. 
The final section of the response is often confused and lacks 
relevance to the question.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
This question was generally answered well, and many responses to it were either very 
good or better. Very few candidates were unable to advance at least a basic definition of 
sex and gender, highlighting the difference between biological and cultural differences 
between women and men. In many cases, the distinction was explained very fully and with 
significant theoretical insight. Performance varied more widely, however, when it came to 
explaining why the distinction is crucial to feminist analysis. Some weaker responses tended 
to provide an account of contrasting feminist traditions, with little clear relevance to the 
question set. Another weakness, found, sometimes, in otherwise impressive responses, was 
to spend time discussing why some feminists reject the distinction altogether. However well 
this point was made, it was irrelevant to the question itself. Nevertheless, many candidates 
coped well with this part of the question, explaining both how and why the distinction 
enables feminists to explode the myth that biology is destiny.
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This is a Level 3 response. It contains accurate definitions of sex 
and gender, even though the distinction between the terms does 
not feature until after its significance has been discussed. It also 
recognises that the root of the distinction lies in an androgynous 
view of human nature. The significance of the distinction in 
demonstrating that sex differences do not dictate a woman's 
social destiny was also clearly explained. The final section, on 
difference feminism, is nevertheless irrelevant to the question 
set. The response gained 13 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
The principal discriminators on this question were the extent to which the key features of 
liberal nationalism were clearly and fully explained and the range of features that were 
accurately identified. Some weak responses tended to focus more on liberalism rather than 
liberal nationalism, not uncommonly describing, sometimes in detail, the constitutional 
and institutional features of political liberalism. While this was not altogether irrelevant - 
liberal nationalists believe the national self-determination is reflected not just in sovereign 
independence but also in popular self-government - sound or better responses needed to 
focus substantially on issues related to nationalism. Strong responses not only discussed 
the principle of national self-determination but also pointed out, for instance, that liberal 
nationalists see nations as equal in terms of their rights and entitlements and argue that 
nationalism is compatible with international peace and cosmopolitanism. Some good 
responses were also able to explain how and why liberal nationalists view nations as moral 
entities, and why they reject power politics. 
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This is a Level 2 response. It notes that liberal nationalists 
treat nationalism as a liberating force, linked to freedom 
from external constraints, that they hold nations to be equal 
in terms of their rights, and that they recognise that nations 
can work together, suggesting a belief in internationalism and 
globalization. However, the understanding is largely descriptive 
rather than analytical, and the points are inadequately 
developed to access the high Level 2 marking band.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
Some responses to this question sensibly, at the outset, discussed the nature of minority 
rights, identifying them as 'special' rights, in the sense that they belong to specific 
groups rather than to all groups, and discussing the different types of minority rights, 
often, helpfully, drawing on the work of Kymlicka. In a small number of cases, responses 
extended beyond this, with the multiculturalist defence of minority rights being substantially 
ignored. The chief discriminators in this question were the number of grounds on which 
multiculturalists have supported minority rights that were identified, and the extent to 
which these arguments were clearly and fully explained. Strong responses often showed 
an understanding that theorists from different multiculturalist traditions have advanced 
different justifications for minority rights. The responses to this question provided evidence 
of a generally improving grasp of issues related to multiculturalism, and many made good 
use of the ideas of particular multiculturalist theorists.
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This is a Level 3 response. It contains a very clear 
understanding of the nature of minority rights. A variety of 
arguments advanced by multiculturalists in support of minority 
rights were identified, including their ability to advance 
individual freedom, to counter oppression, and to redress social 
injustice. Each point is clearly and fully explained, and links 
are helpfully made to particular theorists and multiculturalist 
sub-traditions. The communication is effective and the overall 
structure is coherent. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
Some attempts to answer this question demonstrated only a limited awareness of its 
synoptic dimension. In these cases, the outright rejection of the goal of gender equality 
by so-called difference feminists was largely or entirely ignored, although some responses 
made attempts to discuss the contrasting views of gender equality that have been 
advanced by liberal feminists, socialist feminists and radical feminists. Strong responses 
also recognised this dimension of the question - acknowledging differences between 
constructions of gender equality that focused on political and legal rights, on ownership 
and socio-economic position, and on personal power - but they focused primarily on 
tensions between equality feminism and difference feminism. Where differences between 
androgynous and essentialists views of human nature were addressed, impressive 
arguments were commonly developed. Similarly, the strongest responses not only 
highlighted broad contrasts between a feminist focus on equality and a focus on difference, 
but they were also able to explain how and why the latter provided a foundation for a 
critique of gender equality in which equality merely encourages women to be more 'like 
men'. 
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This is a Level 2 response. It demonstrates an accurate but 
sometimes basic account of how and why liberal feminists and 
socialist feminists have supported gender equality and why 
difference feminists have rejected it. In addition, an attempt 
is made to highlight the contrasting conceptions of gender 
equality that have been advanced within the different feminist 
traditions. The knowledge and understanding demonstrated is 
consistently sound, and an attempt is made to explain points, 
and not merely describe them. A drawback of the response is its 
sometimes unclear overall structure.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
A large proportion of responses to this question recognised that, at its heart, lies a debate 
between the ecocentrism that underpins the thinking of deep ecologists and eco-feminists, 
and the 'enlightened' anthropocentrism that underpins the thinking of modernist ecologists 
and most social ecologists. In weaker response, these tensions were dealt with in a largely 
descriptive fashion, with little evidence of theoretical insight being demonstrated. In the 
weakest cases, candidates tended to provide a generalised account of ecological theories, 
with an inadequate focus on the issues raised by the question. On the other hand, strong 
responses were able to explain both why deep ecologists in particular reject the idea that 
human needs and interests are of overriding importance, and why 'shallow' or humanist 
ecologists believe that the interests of humankind and nature are interlinked. This latter 
view may be anthropocentric, but its anthropocentrism is informed by a recognition that 
long-term human interests will only be secured by respect for the environment and, in 
particular, restraint in the use of resources.
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This is a Level 3 response. It discusses the ideas and assumptions 
of deep ecology very thoroughly and with insight into their 
implications for humanism, pointing out the need for a 'paradigm 
shift' in which anthropocentrism is replaced by ecocentrism. The 
position of shallow ecology, and its defence, of anthropocentrism, 
is also carefully analysed. The arguments on both sides are 
explained clearly, and the knowledge and understanding 
demonstrated is consistently accurate and shows, at times, 
theoretical sophistication.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
The general standard of responses to this question demonstrates that a growing proportion 
of candidates are able to deal with multiculturalist issues with confidence and even 
theoretical sophistication. The key discriminators in this question were the ability to explain 
the common or unifying themes in multiculturalism and capacity to evaluate whether 
rivalry between the core sub-traditions of multiculturalism is so deep that it compromises 
its claim to be a single doctrine. Most candidates showed at least a basic grasp of the 
characteristic themes of liberal multiculturalism, pluralist multiculturalism and cosmopolitan 
multiculturalism. However, weaker response tended to provide largely or entirely descriptive 
accounts of these sub-traditions, and often failed to highlight where, how and the extent 
to which they disagree with one another. Strong responses picked these differences out 
much more effectively and explicitly reflected on their significance. A particular stress was 
often placed on the tension between a liberal tendency to endorse diversity only so long 
as it does not offend against core liberal values, notable freedom and personal autonomy, 
and a pluralist belief in cultural and often moral relativism, which allows both liberal and 
non-liberal views and structures to be regarded as legitimate. Some, further, argued that 
pluralist multiculturalism may also be viewed as anti-liberal, in the liberal culture has been 
seen to be tainted by its association with colonialism and racialism. 
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This is a Level 3 response. The account of the common themes in 
multiculturalism is brief and is limited to a tendency to endorse 
diversity, although similarities between liberal multiculturalism 
and cosmopolitan multiculturalism are also highlighted; for 
instance, their joint support for cultural mixing. However, the 
account of the key multiculturalist sub-traditions is consistently 
accurate and insightful, with important differences being clearly 
identified and explicitly evaluated. This applies, for example, 
over the account of pluralist multiculturalist support for a 'deep' 
diversity that goes beyond that of 'difference blind' liberalism, 
and the discussion of how and why pluralist multiculturalists have 
differed with both liberal and cosmopolitan multiculturalists in 
endorsing cultural separateness.  

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Before choosing a question, read it carefully, and read it at least twice. Make sure you 
fully understand the nature and demands of the specific question set. No question will 
simply want you to write all you know about the ideology in question.

•	 Make sure that your response focuses consistently on the question set, and does not 
'drift away' from the question. Do not just regularly re-use the wording of the question 
in your response; make sure that you address the issue or issues that the question 
raises.

•	 Define and explain concepts clearly and fully. Many short question responses, for 
example, should start with a definition of the key term in the question. If the meaning of 
the term is central to the question (as it often is), make sure that you can provide more 
than just a robust single-sentence definition of a term, recognising that many terms 
have a number of meanings or conceptions.

•	 Use the introduction to an answer to highlight the key issues in the question, indicating 
succinctly what your response is going to focus on. Introductions that only provide an 
overview of the ideology in question, often focusing on its historical development, are of 
very little help. Introductions are generally not needed for short questions.

•	 Make sure that arguments and viewpoints are properly explained (thinking about 'why' 
people hold the beliefs they do), rather than simply described.

•	 Make sure that essay questions are carefully planned. The key to formulating and 
communication a coherent overall argument is to understanding the synoptic debate 
that lies at the heart of the question itself. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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