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Introduction

Once more, a pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well-prepared for this
examination. Subject knowledge was particularly strong and there was, for the most part,
a pleasing focus on the wording of the questions with some excellent examples deployed in
relevant questions.

It must be stressed again, mainly for newer centres, there were a few key differentiators
between candidates’ responses. The key to success in responding to the questions set is to
recognize that four marks are being awarded for the longer essay responses.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (AO1) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of the
available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for AO2, synopticity and AO3. A large
proportion of candidates score well in AO1, because they provide detailed and developed
knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they do not attain the
marks that are available elsewhere.

To perform at the highest level in AO2 requires candidates to provide analysis, evaluation
and parallels or connections. This can be a challenge for candidates who rely primarily on
production of learnt facts and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are expected to

provide an awareness of competing viewpoints or perspectives, can be difficult for some.

The longer questions are designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints.
AO3 can also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier
AO elements into a structured and logical response, which provides balance and use of
appropriate political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focussed on, the Further
Guidance for Route D document, which can be found on the Edexcel website. This document
provides additional content explanation and advice to support the initial specification
document. It is also pleasing to note that teachers and candidates are making good use of
recently developed resources.

It is certainly worth noting the relatively new Threshold Indicators, which have been added
to Mark Schemes. They give an indication of the likely requirements of a Level 2 and Level 3
script.
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Question 1

This was the most popular of the short questions and candidates tended to perform well
with the provision of clear definitions and a range of reasons as to why sovereignty may
now be considered to be an outdated concept. Some responses tended to discuss the
concept of sovereignty more generally without an emphasis on these factors. Reasons why
state sovereignty may now be considered an outdated concept ranged from globalisation,
which has led to deeper levels of interdependence and interconnectedness, to the
emergence of non-state actors such as transnational corporations and nongovernmental
organisations. A few candidates mentioned the creation of international judicial bodies
such as the ICC, the trend in favour of regional and global governance and the growth of
humanitarian intervention which, arguably, all appear to have eroded the significance of
state sovereignty.
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It is worth noting the format of the stronger responses which tend to provide good
definitions, a series of arguments and a summary with use of examples throughout.

Indicate  your first question choice on this page.
You wlil be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen. -
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #%
and then indicate your new question with a cross [,

N
Chosen Questlon Number
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
\, v
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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Examiner Comments

Question 1

This first script has a number of strengths. There is a clear attempt

at a definition in the introduction and a focus on the specific question
throughout. There are a number of factors which are identified which
include transnational corporations, international institutions and
humanitarian intervention. It is pleasing to note the use of example in
support of the developing argument. This is enough to lift the response
into level 3.

14 marks

Examiner Tip

Try to ensure a focus on the specific wording of the
question throughout the response.
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A level 3 response with a number of positive attributes.

-

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 58

and then indicate your new question with a cross X, /0
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Examiner Comments 3

Question 1

This is another pleasing response which identifies a series of factors.
These factors include globalisation, international cooperation and
the liberal argument, interventionism and NGOs. The definition is
pleasing and continues to develop throughout the response.

14 marks
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Examiner Tip

Examples usually strengthen a
response. The Arab Spring and
NATO intervention in Libya are
used here.




Question 2

This was the least popular of the responses for the short questions in Section A. It proved
to be a challenge for many of the candidates who tackled it although there were a few
responses where candidates had clearly prepared well and were comfortable discussing the
G8 and the main criticisms that have been made of it. The G8 emerged with the inclusion
of Russia in the G7 in 1997 and it has a key role in ensuring the overall coordination of the
system of global economic governance. Criticism of the G8 tends to focus on a few central
themes. The G8 has been considered unable or unwilling to deal effectively with poverty,
inequality and climate change. The legitimacy of the G8 has been undermined by the
emerging economies and has not dealt effectively with the global economic downturn. The
emergence of the G20 has also served to undermine the G8.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D
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G8 responses tended to be weaker on background/definition than the other shorter
responses.

12

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen.

if you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross X, A
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Examiner Comments
Question 2

This response has a rather brief introduction/explanation on the G8 but does progress to tackle a
few central issues. It is suggested that the G8 is seen to serve the interests of the member states
rather than the global community. The issue of membership is raised with reference to Russian
membership and the lack of representation for emerging economies such as China and Brazil.
Inability to tackle the current global economic downturn is also referenced.

13 marks
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Question 3

This was the second most popular response in the first section and there were some very
strong responses which suggest that candidates were well prepared. Multipolarity refers
to a state system in which there are three or more power centres and an argument to
suggest that the current system is multipolar is likely to focus on a criteria which may
include military, economic and structural power. Many candidates discussed the drift from
unipolarity with the decline of the US and the rise of other states or, in the case of the EU,
regional blocs.

Militarily there are a number of significant factors or poles which could include the United
States, Russia, China and even nuclear powers such as the United Kingdom and France.
There is a significant disparity in the military power of these states and the potential for true
global reach which some candidates discussed.

Economic discussion often focused on the growth of the BRIC states, regional bodies such
as the EU and the strength of the US economy.

Structural discussion had a focus on institutions such as the UN Security Council, G8, G20
and the International Financial Institutions such as the IMF and World Bank.
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The standard format in most candidates responses was to provide a definition and then
to tackle the demise of the US and rise of other states in order to suggest a move to
multipolarity.

> N T

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [X indicating the first question that you have chosen.
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and then indicate your new question with a cross X,
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Examiner Comments

Question 3

This attempt provides a definition and discusses economic and
military contenders to the US. There are a few questionable
assertions made but marking is always positive and a number of
points are made and developed with an attempt at examples as
this response pushes ever upwards through level 2.

14 marks
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Question 4

This was quite a popular question and produced a variety of responses in terms of strength.
A few candidates discussed globalisation in general and did not focus on the cultural

form. Cultural globalisation is a term used to describe the process whereby information,
commodities and images that have been produced in one part of the world enter a global
flow that flattens out cultural differences between nations, regions and individuals. There

is also a view that it can lead to polarisation and diversity through a backlash which fuels
ethnic, religious or national movements.

There is significant controversy as to whether it is a myth or reality with debate between
hyperglobalisers, sceptics and transformationalists.

There is controversy over the implication of globalisation for state sovereignty and even the
extent to which cultural globalisation is actually taking place.

Cultural globalisation may focus on the potential homogenisation which may be inevitable.
Homogenisation may have a western bias which is clearly controversial.

Many of these themes were tackled by the stronger candidates.
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There was a real division between those candidates who were able to provide a decent
definition of cultural globalisation and those candidates who provided a looser definition of
globalisation in general.

f" B

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the third question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross i,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 [ Question3 [

Question4 X Question5 [

You should start the answer to Section B on page 13
. 7
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You should start the answer to Section B on page 13
. J
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Examiner Comments
Question 4

This response provides a reasonable introduction and definition.
The response continues to tackle a range of factors in answering
the question. The candidate discusses 'brand culture' and
consumerism which is an interesting point. They continue to
discuss 'Americanization’ and the destruction of indigenous
culture. This response does enough to enter level 3.

13 Marks

) us

Examiner Tip

This candidate is careful not to
stray from the central theme
of the question and this leads
to reward.
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The strengths of this response are humerous. Clearly this candidate is well read and is
able to reference a number of political commentators in the response. There is pleasing
knowledge throughout. The introduction covers a fair amount of territory and the arguments

raised

-
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are supported and convincing.

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the third question that you have chosen.
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Examiner Comments
Question 4

Reference to political commentators can be very useful if made
relevant to the title with appropriate comment.

13 marks
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Question 5

There were a number of pleasing responses to this question even though it was not the
most popular.

Regionalism is the theory or practice of coordinating social, economic or political activities
within a geographical region comprising a number of states. Regional integration and
cooperation take place for a number of reasons which include military, economic, political
and cultural. There is a view that the most significant cause of integration and regionalism
is as a response to globalisation with regional trade blocs developing in order to strengthen
members' position in the global market. This response may be brought about by both
protectionist and competitive impulses. Other candidates had a focus on regionalism as a
desire for greater security or for greater political influence. It was pleasing to note those
candidates who were able to use a range of regional bodies in their responses.
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More able candidates were able to benefit from a wide range of regional institutions which
helped them to provide examples to the assertions made.

S 2
Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box [¥ indicating the third question that you have chosen.
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You should start the answer to Section B on page 13
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Examiner Comments

Question 5

This is a well constructed response which pushes through to a
level 3. The introduction is pleasing and sets out the key areas
of discussion to follow. There are a range of regional bodies
discussed in a logical and developed way.

12 marks

A
Q ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Learn from the structure of this response. An
introduction with focus leads to a carefully constructed
response covering a range of points all set out in a
clear fashion.

us
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Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the third question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥,

Chosen Question Number;

Questloﬁ1 %] Question 2 [ Question3 [

Question 4 [ Question5 M

Cgc'o _______ . \@WG\ mm\%wﬁ%%m% _________________________

Q ____________ &DAQWC Cﬂf‘fs eco. ru%mﬁo—; L "
__________________________________ L pechugn [T0reey,
bbﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂ %L{ FBEQI\J*’

Yolte 77

You should start the answer to Section B on page 13
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Examiner Comments

Question 5

The plan at the start of this response suggests that this is likely
to be a logical and thoughtful candidate. The range of examples
and focus on the demands of the question confirms this and
ensures a level 3.

12 marks
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Question 6

Candidates seemed to enjoy the opportunity to discuss this particular question and there
were some excellent responses with very pleasing knowledge and analysis.

Anarchical and chaotic reflects the traditional view of global politics and the idea that the
state remains the highest authority in a society where there is a lack of global governance.
The consequence of this anarchy is that states rely on self help and that war and conflict
are inevitable. Candidates were, on the whole, happy discussing this realist perspective.
Examples used to illustrate this included that much of the world is embroiled in military-
strategic conflict.

Counter argument tended to focus on the development of humerous factors which included
globalisation, complex interdependence, the community of states reacting to global issues
and problems such as the environment and nuclear proliferation. Regionalism, the spread of
international organizations, emergence of numerous global judicial bodies and human rights
interventionism are amongst a number of additional factors which were explored.
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There was a real split in responses to this question with many candidates having a focus on
the realist - liberal divide whilst other candidates preferred to discuss the relative stability
of international institutions etc compared with concerns over the proliferation of nuclear
weapons etc. Both approaches could lead to success.

i 1 —
Put a cross in the box [ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X,
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‘Question 6 X Question7 [ = Question8 [ =
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Examiner Comments
Question 6

This response has a focus on the theoretical side with a pleasing
study of realism and liberalism. There are pleasing examples
and analysis throughout and there is a clear discussion of both
sides of the debate.

AO1 11
AO2 10
AO3 8
Syn 10
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Put a cross in the box X indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 5
and then indicate your new question with a cross &
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Question 6

The plan makes clear the direction that this response will take
and that we can expect a thoughtful and balanced response.
Discussion of realism and liberalism are forthcoming and there
is interesting debate relating to central themes such as nuclear
proliferation. This helps to ensure a strong response emerges.

AO1 11
AO2 10
AO3 8

Syn 10
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Question 7

There were some very pleasing responses to this question which suggest that candidates
were well prepared and comfortable tackling a discussion of the Bretton Woods system and
the degree to which it has provided stability for the world economy through the institutions
it created. Candidates used a number of approaches to tackle this response and it was
pleasing to note the success that they enjoyed.

The key International Financial Institutions created at Bretton Woods were the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), International Bank of Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). There was a great deal of debate on the
stability and order that these institutions may or may not have provided and a wide range
of examples were used. Many candidates explained that Bretton Woods Institutions were
created to avoid the economic instability of the interwar period with an attempt at ensuring
stable exchange rates, free trade and a safety net for states with economic difficulties.

Those who support the work of the IMF, World Bank and World Trade Organisation would
argue that the world would be in a far weaker position without the guidance, economic
support and intervention of these institutions which continue to provide a degree of effective
economic global governance.

Candidates were also ready to argue that these institutions have been found wanting on
numerous occasions such as the global financial crisis which started to show its effects in
the 2007 global recession. It could be argued that the philosophy on which the Bretton
Woods Institutions were founded and have operated has also been found wanting and
that Western dominance of the institutions led to the creation of bodies which served the
interests of the West rather than ensuring stability and order for all.
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There were a number of approaches taken to this question as the following scripts show.

r_ o 3

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross &

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [ Question7 & Question 8 [ —
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Question 7

This first candidate provides an outstanding response.
Knowledge of the Bretton Woods process and institutions

is excellent. The introduction is well balanced and analysis
remains strong throughout. Pleasing levels of synopticity are
complemented by excellent communication skills and a wide
range of examples to ensure a very strong level 3 response.

AO1 11
AO2 9
AO3 9

There is much to learn from this script. The strong
introduction and constant focus on the specific question
set are particular features.
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Put a cross in the box [X indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross & ,

Chosen Question Number:
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Question 7

This is a very different response to the previous one on

Bretton Woods. The candidate has a focus on the institutions
themselves. This is a particularly detailed study of the IMF and
World Bank and of the central issues relating to both. There are
some very useful examples throughout which help to create a
strong response.

AO1 11
AO2 10
AO3 8

Syn 10
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Question 8

Many candidates explained that the European Union has served as the most advanced
example worldwide of the process of regional integration but there are other examples of
blocs which have existed for some time, such as ASEAN.

Some more able candidates argued that there is no distinct model for regionalism given
that there is a wide collection of regional bodies which range from regional economic blocs
such as NAFTA and ASEAN to regional political blocs such as the African Union. The types
of regional organisation range from loose and non-binding agreements amongst states to
complex institutional arrangements, as found in the EU.

There is a view that the transformation of the European Coal and Steel Community (Treaty
1951) to European Economic Community (Treaty 1957) to European Union (Treaty 1993),
charts an inevitable movement from loose economic arrangement to more formal political
agreement and that this is the course that other regional bodies will follow. Perhaps the
European Union has been the regional body more able to respond to the onset of the
process of globalisation and other regional bodies will inevitably follow the same course.

It is possible to compare some of the features of the EU such as acceptance of pooled
sovereignty, elements of supranationalism, single currency and establishment of the ECJ
with developments in other regional bodies such as the African Union, NAFTA and ASEAN.
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This question was a real challenge for a number of candidates who tackled it but who did
not deal with the central demand of the question.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Question 8

Several candidates appeared happy to discuss the European
Union (EU) but less able to discuss other regional bodies which
is central to this question. Stronger responses were able to
discuss a range of other regional bodies. This candidate is able
to do so and benefits from doing so.

AO1 11
AO2 10
AO3 7

Syn 10

Plans can range from a few lines, which surely provides
a useful focus for the response, to several pages of
detailed notes which often seems to reduce the time
significantly for the actual response.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Ensure a focus on the exact wording of the questions.
Try to provide a clear structure to responses.

Try to provide definitions and/or an early indication of where the response will be
directed.

Provide examples where possible and try to make them relevant and contemporary.
Ensure that, with the longer responses, all assessment objectives are covered.
Make use of the Further Guidance for Route D document

Make use of the Threshold Indicators used in the Mark Schemes.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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