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Introduction
A pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well-prepared for this examination.  
Subject knowledge was particularly strong and there was, for the most part, a pleasing 
focus on the wording of the questions.  

The most popular short questions were the responses on great/superpowers and on global 
governance.  The most popular long response was the question on multipolarity, closely 
followed by the question on economic globalisation.  The least popular short response was 
the short question on the World Bank and the least popular long question was the one on 
economic/political integration. 

The advice from the last series of questions remains valid.  As usual, there were a few key 
differentiators between candidates’ responses.  The key to success in responding to the 
questions set is to recognize that not one, but in the case of the longer essay response, four 
marks, are being awarded for each script. 

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of the 
available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03.  A large 
proportion of candidates score well in A01 because they provide detailed and developed 
knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they can fail to attain 
the marks that are available elsewhere.  

The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in A02 revolve around the 
ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or connections.  This can be a challenge 
for those candidates who rely primarily on production of learnt fact and knowledge.  
Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an awareness of competing 
viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. 

The longer questions are designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints.  
A03 can also be an issue for some candidates.  There is a need to bring all of the earlier 
A0 elements into a structured and logical response, which provides balance and use of 
appropriate political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focussed on, the Further 
Guidance for Route D document. This was prepared by the previous Principal Examiner 
and can be found on the  Edexcel website.  This document provides additional content 
explanation and advice to support the initial specification document.  It is also pleasing to 
note that teachers and students are making good use of recently developed resources.

It is worth noting the new Threshold Indicators, which have been added to Mark Schemes.  
They give an indication of the likely requirements of a Level 2 and Level 3 script.
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Question 1

This was a reasonably popular question with a pleasing knowledge of the concept in general.  
Stronger responses were able to provide clear definitions of the two terms and were able 
to make a clear distinction with examples in support.  Unfortunately, some candidates 
attempted to tackle this question with a good knowledge of sovereignty in general but 
without the ability to differentiate between the two terms.

External sovereignty is the capacity of the state to act independently and autonomously 
on the world stage, whereas internal sovereignty refers to the location of power within the 
state.

A level 3 response with several pleasing points made throughout.  The response flows well 
with a good structure.
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This is a satisfactory introduction which approaches the question 
directly.  As the response develops, the language used shows a wider 
understanding of the key characteristics of both types of sovereignty.

Examiner Comments

It is always pleasing to note the use of 
contemporary examples such as those used here.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

The majority of students were able to provide criticism of the World Bank.  Criticism 
included the market-orientated approach of the organisation, associated structural 
adjustment policies, structural influence within, and criticism of, the environmental impact 
of previous schemes funded by the World Bank.

Unfortunately, this was a two part question.  Many students failed to produce a response to 
the second part, which required an explanation as to how the World Bank had responded 
to criticism.  This was a key discriminator between L2 and L3 scripts.  Stronger responses 
mentioned how the organisation has responded to environmental criticism, has placed a 
growing emphasis on good governance and is ensuring that projects are directed towards 
local needs rather than a 'one size fits all' approach.

This script achieves a level 3 mark. A number of criticisms are identified as well as the 
response to criticism.
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The greatest strength of this script is the range of criticism, although 
further development could have been made where some of these 
criticisms are concerned.  The balance between criticism and response 
to criticism is far better than many other responses.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

This was a reasonably popular question which produced a range of responses.  A 
surprisingly large number of scripts made no reference to key expansion milestones and 
a number of scripts spent too much time discussing the current issues that the EU faces.  
Stronger responses concentrated on factors such as the creation of a free-trade bloc, the 
collapse of communism as an accelerator of expansion, US support and the formation of 
other regional trading blocs such as NAFTA.  A key discriminator was the number of factors 
presented with explanation.

A reasonable response with key points made and some level of explanation applied.
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A very direct introduction which sets out a range of factors for 
discussion.  The economic benefits are explained and there is 
reference to the reasons behind the growth of 2004 and 2007.  
Further development of some of the valid points raised would 
have strengthened this response further.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4

This was the most popular of the short responses.  There were a number of well-prepared 
scripts where students had clearly learnt definitions and were confident in distinguishing 
between the two terms.

Great powers rank amongst the most powerful in a hierarchical system with a number 
of factors which give them this rank.  In contrast, a superpower is more powerful than a 
traditional great power.  It is a great power plus great mobility of power.  Superpowers 
typically possess a global reach, economic influence and strategic strength within their 
sphere of influence, and nuclear weaponry.  Use of historic examples was key in explaining 
the differences between the two terms, although some pleasing contemporary examples 
were also used.

This is an example of a response which has a focus on contemporary examples.   Although 
lacking the historic examples, it does enough to achieve a L3 score.
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Key elements are discussed such as power projection, military 
power/nuclear capability, economic and structural power.  Some 
useful examples appear in the response.

Examiner Comments

When making a point, it is always useful to provide 
an example.  This script provides useful examples in 
support of assertions made.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

This was a popular question and there were some very strong responses.  The term has 
appeared in previous questions and a number of candidates were clearly ready to provide 
particularly strong definitions and to provide a strong level of description using impressive 
vocabulary.  Only a very small number of students seemed to confuse global governance 
with world government.

Key features include a broad, complex and dynamic multi-actor and multi-level process of 
interactive decision-making at the global level, where consensual decision-making operates 
through an intergovernmental process.

This response has a superb introduction, which makes it immediately apparent that the 
candidate understands exactly what is required of them.
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Another very pleasing response, which adheres to the specific question asked.

Sophisticated language is used, with key terms integrated into 
the explanation.  Some very useful examples support the script.

Examiner Comments

Try to provide an introduction like this one, 
which makes it immediately clear that you 
understand exactly what is required of you.

Examiner Tip
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This response is set out very logically, flows well and  
considers a number of features with a strong explanation.

Examiner Comments

This response gives an indication of how, ideally, 
to structure a response.  It is logical, clear and 
consequently very effective.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

This was the second most popular of the long responses and produced a wide range of 
marks.  A number of candidates were clearly very well-prepared and produced well-
structured answers with a wide range of examples.

Stronger responses discussed how economic globalisation arguably makes the rich richer 
and the poor less poor.  They also suggested that TNCs brought opportunity, spread wealth 
and helped to provide decades of growth.  Emerging economies built on the free market 
seem to support this positive view.  Counter-arguments focussed on TNC exploitation of 
cheap labour and weak regulations. They also showed how economic globalisation can 
promote a western model linked to consumerism and the undermining of cultural and social 
distinctiveness.
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A useful script with many positive elements.  The introduction is balanced 
and gives an indication of where the student intends taking us.  

Argument tends to be supported with examples or comment relating to 
political commentators.  Counter-argument follows argument in order to 
strengthen the mark for synopticity.

A number of interesting points are raised.

Examiner Comments

Try to make clear in which direction you intend taking 
the examiner, with a clear introduction.  A clear 
introduction gives a good first impression.

Examiner Tip
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A very different response to the previous one with strengths in alternative areas.
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Again, a strong introduction which immediately makes clear 
where the script will be heading.  Very pleasing use of political 
commentators illustrates that this is a very aware and well-read 
candidate.  Examples are always relevant to the argument, rather 
than inserted as an attempt to try to show some wider knowledge.

Examiner Comments

This script uses more sophisticated language than 
the previous one, which shows that the candidate is 
comfortable with key elements and theories.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7

This was the most popular of the long responses and produced a range of quality.  
Definitions tended to be clear but the big difference between scripts tended to be the 
inclusion, or not, of historic examples and the use of realist and liberal views on the 
question.

There is an argument that multipolarity increases the likelihood of war.  This is based on the 
perceived fluidity and uncertainty of multipolarity.  Multipolarity may cause shifting alliances 
and may encourage reckless behaviour.  The counter-argument is that multipolarity tends 
towards multilateralism, cooperation, integration and peace, helped by global governance.

A well-written and confident script, with a wide-ranging commentary and discussion of the 
likelihood of conflict and instability in a multipolar system.
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A mostly effective introduction, which provides a definition and some 
indication of the level of argument that we can expect.  Pleasing 
comparisons and contrast between multipolarity and bipolarity as well 
as unipolarity.  Good examples are used and there is a real strength of 
argument, which helps to ensure that this becomes a L3 response.

Examiner Comments

Note how this student is open to both sides of the 
argument and how the response moves from one side 
to the other and back again repeatedly.

Examiner Tip
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A useful script with a number of obvious strengths.
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The definition is clear but the introduction is rather busy with 
a one-sided argument.  The script develops with both a realist 
and liberal perspective made clear and there are some excellent 
examples which provide pleasing knowledge marks, as well as 
supporting the developing arguments.

Examiner Comments

If you intend creating a two-sided argument, as this 
script does, then make that apparent in the introduction.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

This was, by far, the least popular of the longer questions and produced a number of weaker 
responses, where students tended to focus on a single example of economic and political 
integration without further development.  The EU is the clearest example of a regional 
project which has moved from economic union to political union.  Moves from the 1980s 
onwards have brought about a degree of political integration which can be made clear 
through a description of qualified majority voting, restrictions on the national veto and 
the supremacy of EU law.  There are similar examples and tendencies elsewhere, such as 
ASEAN, although not as developed.

Even within the EU, 'spillover' from economic integration to political integration has not 
proceeded as fast as many would wish and the 'deepening' of the EU has been weakened by 
'widening'.  The emphasis in other regional bodies still seems to be on economic rather than 
political integration which suggests that the EU may be exceptional in the transition that has 
taken place from economic to political integration.

An interesting example which attempts to stick strictly to the specific question. There are a 
number of strengths as well as some obvious weakness but this is still one of the better scripts.
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A decent introduction, which attempts to make clear the distinction 
between the two terms, as well as the possible link.  There is some 
repetition and a sense that the candidate loses their way but there is also 
a great deal to admire.  The link between economic and potential political 
integration is made clear and there is some discussion on the realist 
perspective of the likelihood of political integration.  The candidate tries 
hard to remain relevant throughout.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
This paper worked well as a discriminator, with a wide range of marks achieved across all 
questions.

Further advice

Please note the advice in the introduction on awareness of A01, A02, A03 and synoptic 
skills.

Please note the advice in the introduction on awareness of the Further Guidance document 
available on the Edexcel web site.

Focus on definitions and on relevant introductions, which set out the argument to be 
pursued.

Use examples to support arguments.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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