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Introduction

The general standard of responses in Unit 3B in this examination session was broadly in line
with previous sessions. Two general issues would, nevertheless, be worth bearing in mind.

Firstly, although there are clear signs that essay performance in relation to synopticity has
generally improved, in many cases synopticity marks are still lower than the marks for
Assessment Objectives 1, 2 and 3. A continuing emphasis on ensuring that candidates
recognise that each and every essay question is an invitation to debate or discuss a
particular political issue would therefore have a beneficial impact.

Effective responses in this respect not only highlight the nature of that debate in the
introduction to their essays, but also structure their argument around the contending
viewpoints or perspectives.

Secondly, in doing this, candidates should not merely provide an account of rival stances

or arguments, showing sometimes a largely descriptive awareness of the arguments that
other people have put forward. Instead, they should analyse and evaluate these arguments
in order to reach a reasoned but clear conclusion, recognising that all questions require
answers. How effectively their answer (or conclusion) stands up in the light of the foregoing
debate and discussion very largely determines the candidate’s marks in terms of synopticity
and Assessment Objectives 2 and 3.

As ever, though, a major discriminator in this examination (and possibly all examinations)
was the extent to which candidates focused clearly on the question set, rather than on the
general issue of the question.
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Question 1

This was a popular question. A large proportion of responses demonstrated at least a basic
understanding on the nature of negative freedom. However, the extent to which positive
freedom was understood and explained, varied significantly. Only a minority was able to
discuss, with any coherence, self-realisation or self-mastery.

In some weaker cases, one or both of the concepts of freedom was explained simply

by reference to their implications for the state, seemingly implying that this defined the
term. The key discriminator in this question was the extent to which both concepts of
freedom were clearly explained, and not just discussed in terms of the difference between a
minimal and an enabling state.

4 1

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box (X indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 8
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X,
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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wExaminer Comments

This response contains an excellent understanding of the nature
of negative freedom, which is discussed with genuine theoretical
insight. The discussion of positive freedom is good. It
acknowledges the role of human flourishing and the contribution
of key thinkers, but it does not fully explain the sense in which
positive freedom is positive. The response received 14 marks.
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Question 2

Weaker responses to this question sometimes said little more about utopianism than that it
involves a belief in a perfect society, with little or no reflection on why or how that society
might be considered perfect or ideal. Stronger responses generally focused on the anarchist
view of human nature, attempting to explain why anarchists believe that a stateless society
and absolute freedom are realisable goals. The two key discriminators were the degree to
which an understanding was demonstrated on the nature of utopianism and the extent to
which the links between anarchism and utopianism were fully and clearly explained.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [X indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥,
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Examiner Comments

This response demonstrates a clear awareness of the nature
of utopianism, reflecting on both its negative and positive
aspects, even if the account of the positive model is a

little rudimentary at times. The linkage between anarchism
and utopianism is explained, although points are not always
made in a coherent and ordered way. It received 12 marks.
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Question

3

Most responses to this question had a clear understanding of how revolution differs from

reform, but i

t was only in stronger responses that revolution was clearly and fully defined.

This was a question in which the key discriminators included both quality and quantity
considerations.

Strong responses were distinguished by the fact that they either or both offered a clear
explanation of socialist arguments in favour of revolution and considered a range of such
arguments, or at least more than a single argument. In some cases, the arguments offered
were not convincing, as in the idea that some socialists have favoured revolution simply

because it is
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quicker than reform.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [X] indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #8
and then indicate your new question with a cross [X
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Examiner Comments

na k.f[j. B .{.Gly_al._- L % Result<Plus

This response demonstrates a reliable understanding of

three relevant socialist arguments in favour of revolution

explained. The response received 15 marks.

revolution, even though it does not offer an explicit definition
of the term. Its key strengths are that it contains at least

and, in each case, these arguments are clearly and carefully
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Question 4

In only a small number of cases was the idea of an organic society completely

misunderstood, usually being mistaken, however oddly, for the belief that there is no such
thing as society. Strong responses nevertheless highlighted the idea of a complex web of

social relationships, often pointing out that, from an organicist perspective, the whole is
more than simply a collection of parts.

The key discriminators were, first, the extent to which the implications of the belief were

clearly and fully explained and, second, the range of implications addressed. The range of

legitimate implications was, as many candidates, recognised, wide.
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Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box [¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen.
if you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,
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You should start the answer to your third question choice on page 9
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Examiner Comments

This response provides a very clear, full and explicit
understanding of the notion of an organic society. It also
identifies at least four implications of organicism. Each of
these implications is clearly explained, often with appropriate
theoretical insight. The response received 15 marks.
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Question 5

There were some fairly generalised responses to this question, in keeping with the standard

of some anarchist responses in previous years.

Stronger responses nevertheless focused more clearly on the nature and implications of
collectivism, from an anarchist perspective. These placed a particular emphasis on the
assumptions about human nature that underpin it and noted how and why these help to

sustain a belief in natural or spontaneous order.

Most responses chose, sensibly, to address the 'how' part of the question by drawing
attention to the collectivist anarchist tradition, although this sometimes turned into an

over-long descriptive account of that tradition. The key discriminators were the extent
to which the 'how' part of the question and the 'why' aspect of the question elicited clear

explanations.

f B .

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box [¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen,
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,
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Examiner Comments

This response contains clear understanding of the nature of
collectivism. It also demonstrates an ability to explain how
and why the propensities that underpin collectivism can be
used to explain that 'people can live together without state
intervention', although this sometimes lacks theoretical
sophistication.

W,

i

The 'how' part of the question is addressed, but this tends to
be done largely through a reference to collectivist anarchism
and, later, to anarcho-syndicalism.

The response received 11 marks.
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Question 6

This question probably worked better in this form than in the previous ways in which it
has been asked, usually by reference to ruling class ideology. Hardly any candidates
misunderstood to what the interests of the privileged and prosperous referred. Many
responses addressed the question through a discussion of the general features of
conservative ideology, recognising both criticisms and defences of conservatism. Needless
to say, the implications of the belief in authority, hierarchy and property received much
attention, from this perspective.

However, many of the strongest responses placed considerable emphasis on conservative
sub-traditions. Commonly, the One Nation tradition received a great deal of attention,
but so did New Right thinking, with candidates (quite reasonably) linking the liberal New
Right both to a stress on meritocracy and social mobility and to the rolling back of welfare
provision.

The key discriminators in this question were the extent to which relevant criticisms
and defences of conservatism were clearly explained and whether or not account was
appropriately taken of conservative sub-traditions.
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Examiner Comments

This response is characterised by a good attempt to balance the
arguments of both sides. Clear explanations are provided of
criticisms of, and defences for, conservatism. The significance of
the One Nation tradition is well discussed, but little attention is
given to the New Right. There is a tendency for the response to
be generalised, which means that not all of the points made are
relevant to the question. The marks received were 10, 9, 9 and 7.
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Question 7

Most candidates recognised that at its heart lay a disagreement between fundamentalist
socialists and revisionist socialists, about the proper meaning and true nature of socialism.

In very strong responses, this was sometimes seen as a tension between those socialists
who practise the 'politics of ownership', based on a core preference for common ownership
over private ownership, and those who practise the 'politics of social justice', placing their
emphasis instead more on redistribution and a narrowing of distributive inequalities.

When responses were weaker, this was usually because answers tended to be descriptive
rather than analytical, and some were undermined by an unreliable focus on the question
set, often leading to a generalised account of the core features of socialism.

The key discriminators in this question were the extent to which socialist arguments for
and against wholesale common ownership were clearly explained, and whether or not these
contrasting positions were appropriately evaluated.
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Examiner Comments

This response contains a competent and largely accurate
account of competing socialist traditions and their views on
common ownership. Relevant comments are made about
the Marxist, social democratic and Third Way traditions,
even though these, at times, lack theoretical sophistication.
The response received 10, 9, 9 and 7 marks.
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Question 8

This was a popular question. Very few candidates failed to recognise that this question
invited them to consider the tension between classical liberalism and modern liberalism over
the state, specifically between the rival merits of a minimal or night-watchman state and an
enabling or interventionist state.

In the very strongest cases, candidates showed an awareness of the fact that modern
liberals only give qualified support to interventionism and rarely support intervention for its
own sake, implying that the 'gap' between classical and modern liberalism is not as great as
is often assumed.

Weak responses sometimes confused the desire to minimise the role of the state with the
wish to establish limited government. Issues such as constitutionalism and democracy
therefore had relatively little relevance to the question set.

The key discriminators in this question were the extent to which liberal arguments in favour
of a minimal state and in favour of state intervention, were clearly explained, and whether
or not the significance of the rival positions was evaluated.
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Examiner Comments

This response provides a thorough and wide-ranging account of
the various attitudes within liberalism towards the state, based
on good insight into both classical liberalism and modern
liberalism. Although theoretical insights could, at times, have
been more fully developed, good use is made of the link
between contrasting views of the state and contrasting views of
freedom. The response received 10,10,9 and 8 marks.
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Paper Summary

General examination tips to improve performance on this unit include the following:

Make sure that candidates know that, as far as examinations are concerned, relevance
is all. However impressive their knowledge and intellectual skills may be, if they do not
address the issues raised by the question, they cannot receive reward.

Conceptual understanding is vital. Candidates should be able to produce clear and
accurate single-sentence definitions of key terms related to the Unit, and, in the case
of core concepts, they should be able to discuss these terms with insight and in some
depth. Many short question responses, for instance, should start with a discussion of
the meaning of the key term used in the question (few of them do so at present).

The key to success in many short questions is to consider both quality and quantity
issues; that is, to make sure that ideological arguments are fully and clearly explained
(and not simply or briefly described) and that account is taken of an appropriate range
of such arguments.

Short question responses do not require a generalised introduction in the manner of
essay questions. They are not mini essays.

Performance in essays is strongly affected by candidates' ability to recognise the
need to satisfy a variety of requirements. Although they generally understand the
need to provide accurate and comprehensive knowledge and understanding (AO1),
many candidates place insufficient emphasis on demonstrating the skills of analysis
and evaluation (AO2), showing an awareness of contending sides of the argument
(synopticity) and the ability to develop a clear and coherent argument (AO3).

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3B



Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCE Government & Politics 6GP03 3B 35



Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN

Telephone 01623 467467

Fax 01623 450481

Email publication.orders@edexcel.com
Order Code UA032354 June 2012

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit
www.edexcel.com/quals

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE

A L
Nz
s

Llywodraeth Cynulliad Cymru
Welsh Assembly Government

Rewarding Learning





