edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2011

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout
the world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational,
occupational and specific programmes for employers.

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they
need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners.

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844
576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com.

If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service
helpful.

Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us

ResultsPlus

Get more from your exam results
...and now your mock results too!

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

e See your students’ scores for every exam question
e Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning

e Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national
averages

e Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW
Mock Analysis

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024

June 2011
Publications Code UA028081

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Edexcel Ltd 2011

2

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A




Introduction

This paper saw a more even spread of responses across the short-answer questions,
suggesting that candidates and centres are becoming more confident with the teaching of
all topic areas. It was particularly pleasing to see the wealth of knowledge of recent policy in
some areas, such as the coalition's NHS reforms and recent proposals to change sentencing
which was referenced in many responses to question 6.

There was, however, a noticeable difference in the quality of answers across certain areas
of study, especially on the economy and the environment, demonstrating that candidates
are still uncertain of these topics. Such questions often saw candidates repeat knowledge
that they had learned for past papers, and so lose marks for a lack of relevance. This was
particularly true of question 5 and question 8.

There was also a significant minority of candidates -often excellent candidates- who
unfortunately got carried away with demonstrating the depth of their knowledge on certain
guestions- generally question 1 on the coalition's NHS reforms. These candidates then spent
too long answering this question and either missed out one short-answer question or had

to finish their essay in bullet points due to a lack of time. Bullet points severely limit the
marks accessible to candidates across all assessment objectives, so pointing to a need to
re-emphasise the importance of time management to candidates.

Nonetheless, there was a marked improvement in synopticity marks, with far fewer level

1 marks being awarded. This is particularly true for question 6, where many candidates
were able to directly and explicitly compare and evaluate the ideological stances of the two
main parties on law and order. This was also often well done in question 8, where many
candidates could analyse the extent to which party disagreements on the deficit could be
said to have substance with comparisons to pre-2010 policies.
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Question 1

This was the most popular short-answer question, and many candidates were able to display
their up-to-date knowledge of the coalition's proposals.

Many candidates had a fairly good grasp of the proposed changes. However, some were not
able to explain the reasons why the changes were necessary in the eyes of the coalition-

so missing out the 'desirable' part of the question and so limiting their marks to a level 2
because of the lack of balance.

Generally speaking, candidates displayed much more awareness of GP commissioning
proposal than of implications for hospitals. Such responses were able to reach the top of
level 2 if they were accompanied by a strong evaluation of 'necessary' and 'desirable’.

Level 3 responses were balanced in terms of the arguments supporting and criticising

the proposed reforms. Top level 3 responses were able to explain the coalition's defence,
the criticisms from the Labour Party and also from the wider health professional field.
Some excellent answers also noted that the proposed changes were not necessarily in the
manifestos for the Liberal Democrats or the Conservatives, and so questioned the mandate
for such reforms.

This is an extract from a level 3 response.
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Examiner Comments
This is a good example of a candidate who addresses all parts of the question
concisely. They begin by stating clearly one proposed reform- to use the private
sector more- before explaining why this has been proposed and then explaining
why this has been criticised. Because the candidate made 3 clear points on 3
different proposals in this way the candidate was able to access level 3.

Q ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

To reach the top of level 3, the candidate should have linked
their analysis of the “desirability and necessity” of the reforms
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to political parties or other bodies (eg the BMA) viewpoints.
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This is a structured response, with an introduction, main body and conclusion.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate clearly understands the main reforms proposed on GP
commissioners and the abolition of Primary Care Trusts, and is able to give
a balanced analysis of the potential impact of the reforms and the political
ideology behind them.

This is done succinctly, with a clear focus on the question throughout and
deserves the top award possible- level 3, 15 marks.

iy
ResultsPlus

O
Examiner Tip

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

7




Question 2

Surprisingly, many candidates were only able to answer this question in very basic terms by
discussing government manipulation of crime statistics. While this is a valid point- and one
which is referenced on the mark scheme- as the sole reason given, and with very general
analysis of the impact and no exemplification, such responses were limited to the bottom of
level 2.

Most candidates understood the way in which figures can be manipulated and the difference
between the two competing crime set of statistics, but many candidates lost marks for

not addressing the 'politically controversial' part of the question and merely describing the
differences between the two types of statistics.

There were, nonetheless, some precise and well-targeted answers from candidates who
knew their material and were able to address the issues of methodology, popular perception
and political purposes- developed explanations for such points merited a level 3. There
were, however, few examples offered on this question, even by candidates who clearly
understood a range of points from the mark scheme. For example, many candidates
referred to changes in the way crime is recorded, but were unable to exemplify this with
specific examples such as knife crime or serious crime, but instead relied on generalities.

There was a worrying minority of candidates who only answered in terms of quoting
increases/decreases in crime statistics, followed by an explanation of how these changes
in statistics were a problem- but with no valid reference to governments or reliability of
statistics or perceptions of crime.
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Examiner Comments

%&Z ResultsPlus

This is an excellent example of a level 3 response- the candidate has
written a structured answer with a clear introduction, with three main
arguments specified within their answer. Each point that is made is
developed, and includes a number of examples as evidence.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate makes 3 clear points, but the analysis is more generalised and
lacks clear exemplification. The paragraph where the British Crime Survey

is compared to Home Office and police data, for example, does not clearly
develop the issues surrounding the use of the data in the British Crime Survey.

Examiner Tip

The lack of development of some points
limits this to the top of level 2- 10 marks.
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Question 3

This was a "double-barrelled" question that asked candidates to explain why changes have
been proposed to retirement pensions as well as what has been proposed. Many weaker
candidates, unfortunately, limited their mark by only addressing one part of the question-
usually the 'why' part.

There was, however, a significant number of responses that were able to outline the
coalition's recent proposals, from raising the retirement age to the reform of public sector
pensions and the "triple lock" guarantee. Such responses were rewarded accordingly, and

could enter level 3 if they were accompanied by an explanation of why such reforms are
being proposed.

A number of candidates were also able to compare the coalition's proposals to 2010
manifesto pledges, or to Labour's policies whilst in power. However, there were also some
spurious examples given of benefits awarded to pensioners under Labour, such as the
Winter Fuel Allowance and television licences for the over-75s which were not relevant to a
question specifically targeted at retirement pensions.

A number of candidates unfortunately wrote answers based on the Thatcher and Major
eras, which on a Key Issues paper are much too historical. Centres should try to focus their
teaching on current or very recent party policy as much as possible to avoid such issues.
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Examiner Comments

This is a well written response where the candidate clearly understands
why there is a need to reform the pension system. However, the
candidate has limited their marks by failing to fully address the first
half of the question- on what reforms have been proposed. The only

reform mentioned is the raising of the retirement age.
4 ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

This limitation then restricts the mark awarded to a mid level 2, as the
candidate should have been able to demonstrate their awareness of
political party policy as required by the question.
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tip

This candidate adopts a party-by-party The inclusion of a range of party policies, including
approach to the question. They clearly outline the coalition, and the conclusion where the various
proposals made and then develop the point by reasons for reform are drawn together, merit a
explaining the reasons for the proposed change. top level 3 award. The depth of knowledge and

explanations of motivation behind the proposals

allowed this response to be awarded full marks.
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Question 4

This was another "double-barrelled" question, and again one where candidates failed to
address both parts of the question, often limiting their marks to the bottom of level 2.

Many candidates were able to clearly define the key concept of economic globalisation, but
then struggled to explain its impact on economic policy-making. Many responses instead
focused on the general impact of economic globalisation, or drifted off into a discussion

of the impact of the global recession on the UK, which was not entirely relevant to this
question. Such responses would remain at the bottom of level 2.

There was often little development of the restrictions economic globalisation places on
government action. However, stronger candidates were able to discuss the concept of
economic sovereignty. Many candidates made reference to the IMF and membership of the
EU- these were relevant points, albeit slightly indirectly. Answers which focused on these
points alone, however, would not have progressed beyond the middle of level 2.

The strongest answers focused on measures the UK has to take in order to keep the UK
competitive in a fast moving international globalised market place, often with reference to
the impact of the global recession and how the UK has coped with that in comparison to the
Eurozone countries. As long as such responses kept their focus on policy-making rather than
a general discussion of the recession, candidates could access level 3.
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Examiner Comments

The response begins with a clear definition of the key
concept, so addressing the first part of the question.
The candidate then goes on to address the question
directly, and is able to discuss how globalisation can
affect economic policy-making. However, this is done
largely in quite general terms- for example, stating
that the recession shows how governments have

to react to global economic situations- but with no
evidence to back this up.
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Examiner Tip
Wh|Ie the candidate does clearly
understand economic globalisation, the
limited specific evidence of economic
policy-making that has been affected
limits this to a mid level 2- 9 marks.
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Question 4
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Examiner Comments

This is a wide-ranging response, where the candidate clearly
understands the issue of economic globalisation and its impact.
The response is not always entirely focused on economic policy-
making- the bottom of the second page, for example, drifts into
a tangent about the impact of globalisation on the UK in general.
However, the majority of the response is focused on moves

the UK government must take in response to globalisation; for
example, the impact of EU membership, the need to ensure the
UK has a skilled workforce to compete globally.

it us
Examiner Tip
The depth of knowledge
and understanding of how
globalisation can affect a
government’s decisions merit a
level 3 award- 13 marks.
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Question 5

A number of candidates chose to make this question a general one about environmental
policies rather than wind power, thus repeating the same mistake made in January.

Many candidates were able to identify the reasons why the use of wind power in the UK

is problematic, but often in very narrow and general terms- focusing largely on the issues
of ruining the countryside or noise. Provided such points were well developed, candidates
could attain a mid-level 2. Some candidates were able to link such points to the political
impact on MPs, discussing how the sitting and approval of wind farms could affect the
electoral chances of Conservative MPs in particular, and how this could affect individuals or
the party's perspective on the issue. Such responses could then access the top of level 2,
again if they were well developed.

Few candidates, however, were able to address the 'political' controversy aspect of the
guestion except in the most basic terms of the need to address the budget deficit being a
higher priority for governments, again limiting their marks to level 2.

Level 3 responses saw candidates discussing the political impact explicitly- some chose to
compare the desirability of policies on wind power to recent party preferences for policies
on nuclear power, while some were able to develop points about the financial impact

of the expansion of wind power on the deficit in terms of the cost of building and the
economic feasibility of wind farms, particularly with the closure of the UK's only wind farm
factory.
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Examiner Comments

g\az ResultsPlus

This is a classic example of a candidate who does not know the topic-
the first point made, for example, is on nuclear rather than wind power.
These points would have been credible if the candidate had explicitly
related the point to specific party policy on wind power, rather than

generalities about job creation and strengthening the economy.
ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The points that are made on wind power are very brief
and there is no relation to party or government policy,
thus limiting this response to a level 1- 5 marks.
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Examiner Comments

This response is much more coherent, and attempts to address the
“politically controversial” aspect of the question by including party
policies. However, the policies referenced do not always focus on the
issue of wind power, so limiting the marks available to this candidate.

A Resutsr
\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

There are, nonetheless, creditable points on the effectiveness and
economic impact of wind power which, when combined with the
paragraph comparing policies on wind power to nuclear power- these
points allow this response to reach the top of level 2-10 marks.
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Question 6

This was the most popular essay question, and saw a range of approaches by candidates-
some chose to structure their answer issue-by-issue, while some chose to assess policies
party-by-party. Both approaches were equally creditable, and allowed many candidates the
opportunity to demonstrate a wide knowledge and understanding of the topic.

Disappointingly, a significant minority of candidates chose to focus their responses on pre-
1997 policies under Thatcher and Major. While some credit could be awarded for candidates
who were referring to this era for direct and explicit comparison to the change in party
stance on law and order for either Labour or the Conservatives- thus fulfilling part of the
criteria for synopticity- many of these candidates chose to focus their answers almost
exclusively on policies and ideas from the pre-1997 era, limiting their marks to level 1 or
the very bottom of level 2.

A number of candidates also turned this question in to a single-issue one- perhaps relying
too heavily on revising from past papers, particularly from January- by focusing almost
entirely on the issue of anti-terror legislation. While arguments on this area were creditable,
the question asked about law and order overall, so expected candidates to be able to refer
to a range of policies and party positions. Candidates who made the mistake of focusing on
a single issue were limited to a low level 2.

Many candidates gave a rigorous and comprehensive response detailing the obvious

New Labour shift to the right and then the subsequent issues over anti-terror legislation,
comparing this to the re-positioned Conservative party under Cameron. Such responses
were able to score highly on synopticity, provided they were explicitly comparing party
stances and how they have changed. Excellent answers picked up on the recent subtle shift
in Cameron's junking of Ken Clarke's 'soft' approach and the possible tensions that may
exist within the coalition.
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This is a well written response, where the candidate obviously understands
the changes in the ideological approaches of the Labour party. The candidate
is also able to address synopticity effectively by directly comparing
traditional approaches in law and order with how they have changed.

F Resuts?
4\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The response is limited, however, by its lack of depth of knowledge on
party policy, particularly recent party policy. The discussion of how the
Conservative party’s policies have changed is also very brief.

Because of this, the response does not progress beyond level 2 on AO1, AO2
or synopticity. Mark awarded- AO1 8, AO2 8, Synopticity 8, AO3 6.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent level 3 response
across all assessment objectives.

Examiner T|p
The candidate displays a depth of knowledge regarding
party policies in a number of key areas- terror, policing
and sentencing, and prisons- and is able to explicitly
compare and contrast the extent of consensus between
the main parties. This, combined with the initial discussion
of how traditional party positions have shifted, allow the
candidate to address synopticity effectively as well.

Marks awarded: AO1 10, AO2 11, Synopticity 10, AO3 7.
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Question 7

There was a degree of misinterpretation on this question by a significant number of
candidates who chose to make this question a very general one on environmental issues-
perhaps drawing on knowledge garnered from other subjects- rather than a response on
how and why the environment has become a political issue. Such responses would not be
able to progress beyond level 1 without specific references to the impact of environmental
issues on political party policy.

There were also a number of candidates who chose to answer a question of their choosing
on climate change, once again reinforcing the need for candidates to answer the question as
set rather than repeating responses appropriate to past papers. Such responses were more
credit-worthy, as they were able to reference political issues rather than general points on
the green movement, but would be limited to a mid-level 2 on AO1, AO2 and AO3 if the
discussion did not move beyond climate change. Synopticity marks were unlikely to leave
level 1 if the response focused entirely on climate change, as such responses often focused
on comparing party policies on the issue of climate change rather than evaluating whether
or not such policies have come about because of the impact of the green movement.

There were, however, a number of excellent responses where candidates espoused a

very good discussion of party policy initiatives as well as “public debate”. Such responses
were able to explicitly evaluate the extent to which party policy on the environment

was as a result of the green movement or for other motives- such as a discussion of the
contradictions within the Labour government's transport policies, or the coalition's claim to
be the "greenest government ever" in contrast to the Conservative preference for expanding
nuclear power.

Tt SPA . o S PRAC I . 2 SN ROAG . Tl EAASTEHCR. . S
PN S S TR S S VOLIPY UM WEPSPS-S VPP, \ N S V0V p W WP Jempn
Laf . entoamged neing AarDonaniml. . PolChis. e we. o e placa
T 1SS Mo, Nademak . ued  ADmarbig . srdh. in OO0 ... bl

L R TNV W BT SEVCNE S mm.d.—_.ﬂmx:-na\)\.n.\-h.- D

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

37



AR G- & T VR S B PRV S SRS SO ST N | WP TV-PSRGET SUNPIIT, | NP SO PN
AR AN Dt Aol 1T TRrernaanl. T eebar, Ao hach. \ath

W U ROMAOI AL, AINBABIA A 1 [
B § PR T= TN s TU N SN SN W a0 < R WP G | W= R SOy PR : s

\ ; . '

Armee Lole ath- eg o Subhahdade Cor sl anas. Tt s00S . B fansorel
o » NPTV G § SP Dep&—q.hm}—m Ason--@el . TS Des. e aech.

S ereli Slap SEEESS b ol G B AO-A0Mre g SO e S et doe.
AT 0 e ) S

O Lotk en @ bes  aMso~d-ed e Prwehae. Tle pweeshg . alieon@de..
..... Lo SRR CRMEIE. Aedh ARSI oA S e et e

PeLstrd O COM AASINEINS lug LOVE  ADKO 12OALS It @ . ...

38

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A




S pa el jANAS 1598 ahBloShan ey D)t o hOsing. imchat. St Prcas\ex .
SO UWE N N VN W PRV B TS S SN M\.—mm

..... eXha. poinke. et e conmate, el OB MG et olan N Man

PG SOOI L SIS BRI .
mepmmmmwumm ..... Y
\emande eesdagtlt scad bas As-toe Atk add O Graschans

ATV RORORBLL SNy UG 68 AL e RIRUNE, ot il

2. UANAS B AR A SN

e EXD O TIRAS.. 80 EURE. SEAASEL a1, AR, £ eIt s,

POAL. Al ey ... mxmmwd-mﬂu}? .....................................................................

LMM&MMM ..... Aot conma . Crem et . “Tha.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3A

39



g\ﬂ ResultsP!

..... e %arad) Tham . Taresce. sohrsecsal L 0\DAA . anch. . alSisibe,
L}.Lam-ﬁ.h&u&pum ................................................................................................. B

g . tle. adlle oldleah@ hor. Lee... Sapeoh leg b bodma .
Mrramart % W bar ohared Saadde The minlis or b WSS0% ot

Mo osadar. Ma. e Thart poe. qr;;mehlb)-m Alire |-
Mo ekt o3 sbes \naare MMMMMWM

us

Examiner Comments

This response begins promisingly, with an outline of the first government steps
towards green policies, including references to Labour. However, the response then
turns to describing the coalition government’s proposals and policies, rather than
addressing the extent to which the green movement has impacted on such policies.

7@ ResultsP

us
Examiner Tip

There are some attempts by the candidate to analyse the ‘green’ credentials of the

coalition, but these are done in very general terms and so limit the synoticity marks
awarded to level 1.

Overall marks awarded: AO1 6, AO2 5, Synopticity 4, AO3 4.
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Examiner Comments

This response is an example of a level 3 across all assessment
objectives. The candidate is able to outline a range of party attitudes
and policies, and uses these as a platform for a discussion about the
extent to which such policies are motivated by ‘green’ concerns.

Overall mark awarded: AO1 10, AO2 10, Synopticity 10, AO3 7.
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Question 8

This was the least popular of the essay questions and often used by candidates as a vehicle
for their revision of welfare policies rather than focusing on economic policy. A humber of
candidates embarked on a general survey of education, social care and health policy some
of which was credit-worthy as long as it explicitly related to how and to what extent this
demonstrated differences between party approaches to tackling the deficit- but more often
than not were the sole focus of the response, and therefore not entirely relevant. This then
limited such responses to a level 1 or a low level 2.

A number of candidates did not fully engage with the question set, and instead spent
too much time discussing who was to blame for the deficit- once again suggesting that a
significant number of candidates were answering a question of their own choosing from
previous papers.

The strongest answers were able to provide detail on how Labour would have had to cut
substantially had they won in 2010 and how this illustrated that the debate was large
'rhetoric'. There were also a number of answers where candidates were able to discuss the
change in Liberal Democrat policy once in government, and could directly compare pre-
coalition policies for all parties to the current stances.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate displays an excellent knowledge of recent events- as required by
the question- and is able to directly compare and contrast Labour government
and coalition proposals, as well as discussing earlier actions and policies.

2
\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Throughout the response, the candidate focuses clearly on the question and is
able to analyse actual and perceived differences between party policies and claims.

Overall marks awarded: full marks on all assessment objectives.
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%&Z ResultsP

This candidate initially wastes a lot of time describing the background
to the budget deficit. The response shows a clear misunderstanding
of the question, as the candidate discusses how Labour caused the
recession and whether or not there actually is a deficit at all.

us

Examiner Comments

Overal

7@ ResultsPlus

Very little knowledge is displayed of party policies, and there is a
distinct lack of focus on the question itself.

Examiner Tip

| marks awarded: AO1 5, AO2 4, Synopticity 3, AO3 3.
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