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New GCE 6GPO1 - People & Politics
General Comments:

The standard of the candidates showed improvement from the previous January series. As is ever the
pattern, question 2 on pressure groups solicited the highest response as in the previous series, but this was
only a marginal lead. Political parties gaining slightly in candidate choice, however it was noticeable that
here we saw many top grade answers: proof that if prepared, candidates can really develop this area and
score highly. The second most popular question was the last one on democracy. A majority of students
chose question one and question four combinations.
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Question 1
(@) Define proportional representation

As a key term and as a vital ingredient in the section on elections all candidates will have at some point
covered proportional representation. However despite this supposed familiarity many failed to get over 3
marks. The most common mistake was asserting that proportional representation is an electoral system and
not as was required, outlining the fact that it is a generic term and covers a vast range of electoral systems.
A significant number were happier providing examples than giving a precise definition of the principle.
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Examiner Comments

This response scored full marks; admittedly more can be developed
surrounding PR but it collects 5 marks. Three for the detail given on PR, then a
further two for the system exposition. Proof that it is precision and accuracy
- not volume which can earn high rewards.
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Examiner Comments

By contrast there is no correct detail here which can be rewarded and the
score is zero.
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(b)  Explain why proportional electoral systems have been used more widely used in the UK since 1997?

A huge number of candidates gave responses which dealt with where proportional systems had been
introduced but failed to say why. For reference a comprehensive but not exhaustive list is in the mark
scheme; obviously not all these need to be developed, however in reality so few were. For instance, one
reason which was often cited by some (but incidentally not one cited in the mark scheme) was that STV
appeared in local government in Scotland as a result of the coalition government in Holroyd. This lack of
informed knowledge acted as a huge constraint on the marks awarded, with few being able to get over 50%.
Many factual errors permeated responses with the most common being that the Labour Party wished to
help the smaller parties wherever they could, political altruism which is not a political reality.
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Examiner Comments

All too often the responses here were not developed and showed little
appreciation of why PR was introduced in any location. This response is
searching for marks but cannot attain many.
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This response does venture to link systems to the key question command of ‘why’.
Admittedly more could be said and there are still marks above this for reward.




Government and Politics 6GPO1

(c)  Assess the criticisms of the various electoral systems used in the UK

Many candidates who had underperformed on (a) & (b) did recover ground and marks here. It was noted
that the criticism of FPTP was often done much better than other systems in use in the UK. In other systems
candidates all too often misplaced their correct name and location. Some just limited their response to
blanket PR without venturing to discuss each system in detail. What must be garnered from this is that
centres need to develop the criticism they have implanted for FPTP into the new electoral systems in use in
the UK. We have now had over a decade of their use. It is also important to mention here that candidates
need to take heed of the key command words, here the term ‘Assess’ which demands evaluation in the
response to weigh up and consider the alleged criticism: this covers vital AO2 marks.
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Examiner Comments

The answer is slightly tangential to the question here. It is too heavily built on comparing
FPTP for general elections, a broader approach is required.
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Examiner Comments

This response clearly moves up a gear. There is good detail, clear exposition of
various systems and considered analysis.
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Question 2

(@)  Using examples distinguish between insider and outsider pressure groups.

This presented no difficulty to the vast majority of candidates who provided a clear definition and
supported these with appropriate examples. It was a minority, who did not provide both elements, mistakes
arose with inaccurate examples of each category. A minority still persist in using terrorists groups such as Al
Qaeda as a classic outsider pressure group and Greenpeace as an insider; however this now thankfully is a
declining trend.
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This is a really excellent answer; the detail is precise and sharply focused.
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Examiner Comments

In contrast here precision is lacking. There is some ambiguity and the
definition is weak.
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(b)  Explain the factors which limit the success of pressure groups.

Here many candidates failed to come to terms with the remit of this question. It was obvious that they
were happier to describe the factors which underpin success than those which restrict it. Hence in pragmatic
terms many attempted (with some degree of success) to turn the question around and describe the success
factors and then imply that if these are not present then success is limited. This invariably lost marks. Again
major lessons are that candidates must know and be able to evidence pressure group failures with equal
clarity and ease as they obviously can do with success routes.
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Examiner Comments

Here the candidate provides a mixture of erroneous and correct statements.
Overall the response is restricted and the AO2 marks are especially weak.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good response it combines clear understanding with effective
examples high AO1 marks are awarded.
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(c)  To what extent do pressure groups promote political participation in the UK?

A balanced answer here was a vital ingredient and in the main it was provided. It was common to see the
case for participation being developed and evidenced far better than its counterpoint. Many assistant
examiners commented that the better responses always backed up their arguments with examples and this
is a sure route to gain marks across all assessment objectives.
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Examiner Comments

Clearly a level three for all the assessment objectives. The response uses
examples and displays a considerable breadth of knowledge. There is
impressive analysis and the communication skills are excellent.
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Examiner Comments

By contrast to the above this response is brief and lacks depth. It may have
some precision but the lack of content denies an excess of reward
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Question 3
(@)  Using an example, define consensus politics.

This was well answered. Definitions were provided with clarity and ease by candidates. Equally well
documented were examples either the post-Thatcherite or the post-war (Butskellite) consensus.
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Examiner Comments

Brief but does cover three points; the detail is narrow and requires fuller
development.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

Here the candidate has simply no idea of what is meant by consensus politics
and earns no marks.
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(b)  Explain the ideas and policies which link the Labour Party to socialism.

Getting into level three for many proved difficult. This is a little odd given that we have now had a Labour
government for 13 years there should have been quite a lot to document and to construct an answer
around. It was common to see policy and ideas but these were not always connected to socialism. At the
same time we were presented with socialist ideas but these were not referenced to policy; getting the
combination was the problem for many.
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Examiner Comments

Here we are presented with a good range of policies and ideas of the current

Labour Party with a sound connection to the principles of socialism
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Examiner Comments

By contrast here we are presented with very little in terms of AO1 content
and the AO2 is non-existent.
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(c)  To what extent is the current Conservative Party influenced by ‘One Nation’ principles?

Surprisingly if candidates did struggle with (b) above they were more prepared for this (c) question. The
major weakness covered a lack of balance with some asserting that the moves of David Cameron were

to deliver the Conservative party back to One Nation roots and then failing to describe what aspects of
Thatcherism the party was abandoning. A few responses dwelt too long on accounts of Benjamin Disraeli to
the exclusion of more contemporary detail.
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Examiner Comments

The response here enters level 3 for the AO1 but the communications skills
are lacking and it attains only 5 marks for the AO3
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Examiner Comments

This is a typical level 1 response. It lacks knowledge and understanding and
fails to really deliver any substantial evaluation and insight.
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Question 4
(@) Define direct democracy

There were some exceptionally good responses here. The main weakness exposed were a significant majority
who tried to describe the concept by the use of examples alone without any supporting references to the
key principles involved. Again several assistant examiners commented that a minority described direct
democracy solely in terms of its appearance in a representative system with the use of referendums, again
this approach did limit marks.
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Examiner Comments

Packed full of precise detail and supportive examples
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Examiner Comments

Only one point to credit here. The latter part of the response is evaluative and
this does not fall within the mark scheme for all (a) questions.
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(b)  Explain three forms of democratic participation.

Here assistant examiners noted an abundance of candidates attaining level three marks. Problems here were
indeed a rarity. What gained these high marks were the examples which in so many senses were built into

the response.
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Examiner Comments

Full marks here. There is more that could be said, but this candidate is
operating at the top level
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Examiner Comments

Gains 5 marks, three types of participation are noted but not in depth, the
AO?2 is at the lowest level as the explanation provided is weak.
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(c)  Assess the arguments in favour of the greater use of direct democracy in the UK

The best responses here were well balanced and drew on a range of features associated with direct
democracy. These features were assessed and considered with reference to the UK. A considerable minority
took this as an opportunity to devote entirely to the considered greater use of referendums. This was only
a part of the wider picture required. This question does call for political speculation and as such the more
able candidate drew on several features of direct democracy such as citizen juries and e-democracy. It was
not unusual for some weaker candidates to confuse the question with general democratic participation or
occasionally direct action and pressure group activity, these thankfully were a minority.
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Plus

Examiner Comments

The answer here is a little one sided and thus inhibits all the assessment
objectives
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Examiner Comments

Here we have a really top rated answer. It is full of really good examples and
accurate references and speculative comments.
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Statistics

Overall Subject Grade Boundaries

Grade A B @ D E
Overall subject grade boundaries 47 42 37 32 27
Uniform Mark 80 70 60 50 40
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