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Introduction
This is the third occasion on which this paper has been set.  Most candidates appeared 
to understand the requirements of the paper although detailed knowledge about the 
arts and morality continued to be rather patchy.  This paper was designed to give broad 
coverage of the specification. 

Section A was based on section 4.7 (How should Art be valued?), with particular emphasis 
on 4.7:1 and 4.7:3.  It also contained reference to 4.4:1 (Should everyone have the same 
moral responsibilities?) and 4.5:3 (How do we decide what is right or wrong?). 

Section B was based on section 4.5 with particular emphasis on 4.5:1 and 4.5:2.

In Section C, the two essays were designed to be synoptic and so required candidates to 
draw material from all sections of the specification.  The main focus of Question 12 was 
Section 4.6 (Why do people do what they do?), with particular emphasis on 4.6:2 and 4.6:3 
although there were very clear links with 4.4:1 and 4.4:3.  Question 13 was concerned with 
Section 4.3 but also contained elements of 4.2:2.

Candidates appeared to have sufficient time to complete the paper.  There were very few 
examples of failure to attempt or complete Section C, although there were some examples 
of candidates who failed to attempt questions in Section A (most frequently Question 3,) 
and Section B (most often Question 8 and 10) presumably because the challenges they 
presented seemed to be beyond their competence. 

Some candidates wrote a great deal in answer to the mini-essays (Question 5 and 11) and 
often Questions 4 and 9.  It is not clear whether this had an adverse affect on their answers 
to Section C.  The number of lines provided for each question in the answer book and the 
mark available should be taken as a guide to the length of answer required.

It is apparent that some candidates do not pay enough attention to the wording of 
questions.  A significant number of answers appeared to be responses to questions different 
from those set (noticeable particularly in Questions 5, 7, 9, 10 and 11).  In each of these 
questions candidates often ignored key words such as moral in the term moral values 
(Questions 5 and 11), strengths (Question 10) and limitations Question 9).  Answering the 
wrong question inevitably means that candidates seriously restrict the number of marks 
they may access. Sometimes very well-argued and informed answers scored very low marks 
because they did not deal with the problem set. 

Hand-writing continues to be a problem in the responses of many candidates.  Examiners 
felt that there had been an increase in the number of scripts which were difficult to read, 
although they also noted a considerable number of candidates whose handwriting was 
beautifully legible.  Candidates must recognise that credit can only be given for what can be 
read and understood.  

Quality of Written Communication was generally good.  Whilst there were some 
extremely well-structured papers, unfortunately there were a few that showed a limited 
understanding of the basic rules of sentence structure.  Pleasingly, there seems to have 
been a reduction in the number of candidates who felt it necessary to complain about being 
forced to take the paper, who wasted their own and their examiner's time with facetious 
responses or who attempted to be offensive in their answers.

A perennial weakness is limited understanding of the demands of AO3.  It is apparent that 
some centres do prepare students for this important aspect of the specification - such 
candidates generally score well on AO3 type questions.  However, a substantial number of 
candidates appear not to have been prepared for questions such as Question 3 and Question 
10.  Assessment of AO3 is an important part of Section C questions.  Candidates frequently 
fail to provide sufficient creditworthy evidence to achieve these marks.
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Question 1 (a)

This was a very straight-forward comprehension exercise, which presented few difficulties.  
Most candidates were able to identify at least two relevant phrases and many achieved all 
three.  The most frequent 'wrong' answer related to the descriptive phrase about the village 
clinging to the slope of the hillside.

Question 1 (b)

This question was not always well done.  Candidates were usually able to score a mark for 
defining analogy as a comparison between items.  A surprising number failed to identify the 
significance of similarity either here or in their explanation of argument from analogy.  

Answers often confused argument from analogy with other types of argument (such as 
argument from cause) and frequently felt that the use of analogy was simply to make 
the argument interesting.  Relatively few were able to show that the use of analogy was 
a means to propose a conclusion, on the basis that if (a) behaves in this way then it is 
reasonable to assume that (b), which has similarities to (a), will behave in a similar way 
under similar circumstances.  

Some candidates attempted to illustrate their answer with points used in answer to Question 
1(a). However, there were some candidates who clearly had a good understanding of the 
term and were able to define it clearly.

This answer gained all 3 marks for a clear, accurate definition.

The answer earns a mark for showing that analogy 
is a comparison between two items based on their 
similarities. 

A second mark is awarded for showing that a 
conclusion can be based on the nature of the analogy. 

The third mark is awarded for the use of an illustration 
which shows understanding.

Examiner Comments

When giving a definition it helps to 
use an illustration to demonstrate 
understanding of the term.

Examiner Tip
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Many answers showed a sound understanding of the term analogy but failed to show a 
similar understanding of the term argument from analogy, even though it is a key feature of 
AO3.

This answer is about what the candidate sees as the purpose 
of argument from analogy.  As such, it sees little difference 
between the two terms, even though 'difference' is the main 
command word in the question.

A mark is awarded for the definition of analogy, even though 
there is no recognition of the importance of similarity.

No marks are awarded for a very vague description of argument 
from analogy.  This part of the answer does little more than 
repeat the first sentence and recycle the words of the question.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be aware of the meaning of 
certain key terms and be able to define them 
clearly without simply using the word or term 
being defined as the central part of the definition.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Many candidates were able to score 2 marks at least on this question for calculating the 
number of paintings sold and the total income over the period.  A surprising number then 
failed to convert this to an annual average and so lost the final mark.  Candidates who 
assumed that the period was 9 or 11 years were credited.

Some candidates complained that they had not been 'given' a calculator.  Some produced 
working that was incomprehensible, whilst others felt they had not been provided with all 
the necessary information (such as the number of paintings donated), even though this was 
contained in the source material.

Candidates were awarded all 3 marks if they identified a correct answer without showing 
working.  If working was shown candidates earned one mark for the number of paintings 
sold (whether stated explicitly or implied). 

One mark was awarded for reaching the total income from sales. 

The third mark was allocated for reaching a correct annual average. 

Candidates were allowed to base their calculation on either 9, 11 or 10 (the correct number) 
years, to allow for both inclusive and exclusive counting of dates.

This candidate fails to identify any of the three 
marking points, and so earns no credit.  It is 
not clear how the candidate has attempted to 
complete the calculation.

The candidate has failed to identify from 
the passage the critical figure of 1500 items 
donated.  Without this figure the calculation is 
impossible.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should remember to take a 
calculator to the exam.  It is important 
to take note of all necessary information.

Examiner Tip



GCE General Studies 6GS04 01 7

This answer scored 2 marks for identifying the total 
income.  Although 1200 (works sold) is not shown, it is 
implicit in the calculation.  The candidate has failed to 
use the answer given to calculate the average income.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should read questions carefully 
and ensure that they respond to all parts of a 
question, especially when completing calculations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Candidates should be familiar with this type of question since a similar one was set on last 
year's paper and it is a formulation also used on 6GS02. 

Most candidates were able to select three relevant pieces of evidence but the majority either 
ignored nature of evidence altogether, used inaccurate terms or simply explained what the 
phrase was saying.  Too often, lengthy passages were written out rather than short phrases.  
Occasionally, perhaps to save time and space candidates, omitted parts of the sentence 
they were quoting.  Too often, perhaps inevitably, the parts omitted were the phrases that 
actually carried the marks.

A number of candidates failed to note the terms of the question and presented phrases 
which were completely unrelated to alternative purposes for the project.  This was a fairly 
straight-forward question for those candidates who were acquainted with appropriate 
AO3 terminology but proved difficult for many who had not been adequately prepared.  A 
number of candidates failed to gain any marks because they only provided 2 of the required 
phrases and gave inaccurate explanations of the nature of evidence.

This proved a challenging question for many candidates, who appeared not to be familiar 
with the terminology used to describe nature of evidence.  Candidates able to identify 
correctly three appropriate phrases were credited with a mark, even if they could not gain 
marks for nature of evidence. 

This mark was not available to candidates who only gave two phrases.
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This answer selected three appropriate phrases and correctly identified the nature of the 
evidence in each case. Three marks were awarded.

This answer scored 1 mark for the correct identification of 
three phrases.  However the answer deductive used to describe 
the nature of evidence in phrases 1 and 2 is not a recognised 
descriptive term for evidence (correct answers should have 
been respectively fact and opinion).

The third phrase is classified as 'empirical'.  This is generally 
an appropriate descriptive term for the nature of evidence 
but was not deemed appropriate as a description of taste of 
training where either fact or objective would have been suitable 
responses.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be able to distinguish between 
argument and evidence and should be aware of the 
appropriate descriptors relevant to each of these terms.

Examiner Tip
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The answer has quoted full sentences when it is 
only necessary to include the relevant phrases.

Examiner Comments

When asked to identify a phrase it is better not to 
include full sentences unless asked to do so, selecting 
just the appropriate phrase.  Each of the answers in this 
question consisted of a maximum of three or four words.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

This question was generally well-answered.  Most candidates were able to engage with 
the issue.  Better answers recognised that price was more about expressing a value than 
a judgement on quality.  Some answers were able to discuss in some detail the different 
aspects of aesthetic evaluation.  The main issue with this question was the length of 
answers produced by some candidates.

Many answers used their knowledge of the arts/artists to illustrate their answers.  The most 
frequent examples were Banksy, Van Gogh, Monet and Leonardo.  Occasionally candidates 
were distracted by their knowledge and neglected the thrust of the question.  

Better candidates noted that since 5 marks were allocated to this question they should 
make at least 5 separate points. Weaker answers tended to be rather repetitive, but most 
were able to identify the subjective nature of art evaluation. 

Most answers were restricted to thinking of artists as painters but some recognised the 
existence of other forms of art.

This is a fairly simplistic and repetitive answer but there was sufficient material to merit 2 
marks.

Credit was given for recognising that differing tastes can 
affect what people are prepared to pay.  A second mark 
was awarded for recognising that price can be determined 
by supply and demand.  The final sentence is an assertion 
rather than a conclusion and so gained no further credit.

The answer has only dealt with the question what 
determines the price paid for a work of art?  It does not 
examine issues of how to judge quality, nor does it refer 
to/explain the term quality.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be careful to 
note all key words in questions and 
ensure that they deal with them, if 
they are to obtain high marks.

Examiner Tip
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This is a good, clear answer which achieved maximum marks.  It demonstrates that 
candidates can accumulate marks without writing at great length.

1 mark is credited for the opening statement that 
price reflects desirability.  A second mark is given 
for recognising that different people have a different 
sense of value.  Two marks are awarded for the 
statement that aesthetic evaluation influences opinion.

Although the point about different people's judgement 
is similar to one made previously, it contains additional 
information and so is worthy of a further mark.

The final sentence is an attempt to achieve an 
objective judgement and is worthy of credit.

This answer has six points which could earn marks but 
is limited to the maximum of 5 for the question.

Examiner Comments

Answers to not need to be long 
in order to merit high marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

This question produced some well-informed and well-argued answers.  Better answers 
showed a clear understanding of the ideas contained in moral norms of society and were 
able to apply this to their examination of the work of artists.  

Some candidates recognised that artist is a much broader term than painter and embraces 
a variety of different art forms.  Such answers were able to present arguments both for and 
against the view in the question and support them with a range of evidence.

Weaker answers often seemed unaware of the term moral norms, replacing it with societal 
norms.  As a result, they limited the mark they might achieve.  Such answers often adopted 
a single viewpoint.  

Perhaps inevitably, the majority of examples used related to modern artists, most frequently 
referring to the work of Hirst, Emin and Banksy.  Some candidates attempted to take a 
broader historical view but often demonstrated a confusion about time (Monet was not a 
leading figure of the Renaissance) and about the moral norms of the past.

Many arguments focused on questions of freedom of expression and/or the role of artists 
to challenge existing moral values by pushing at the bounds of acceptability. Other views 
were that artists, as citizens, were entitled to no greater freedom than that experienced by 
people generally.  A few candidates managed to twist the question to refer solely to those 
artists living in the society of Cill Rialaig and so made their task rather difficult.

This is a good example of one of the better answers.

The candidate shows a clear appreciation of the issues involved and is able to adopt a 
balanced approach.
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The opening paragraph and the first half of the second paragraph 
establish a sound foundation for the answer by examining the nature 
of art and the meaning of moral norms.  It establishes that the role of 
the artist is to explore and express ideas.

An alternative view is introduced part-way through the second 
paragraph.  Here, the candidate distinguishes between creativity and 
'anarchistic challenge'.  An example from television is used to show 
the potentially damaging influence of too much freedom.

In the final paragraph the candidate attempts to produce a critical 
examination of the two viewpoints, in order to reach a balanced 
conclusion.

Although lacking supporting evidence, this answer demonstrates 
most of the characteristics of band 4 in the mark scheme.  The use of 
supporting evidence could have raised it to full marks.

Communication is clear and minor errors do not inhibit understanding 
of the points being made.

Examiner Comments

Argumentative answers 
are always more effective 
if assertions are supported 
with sound examples and 
evidence.

Examiner Tip
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This is a fairly superficial answer which suggests that the candidate has only a limited 
understanding of the question and lacks the knowledge needed to support points made.

The answer makes two simple points.  The first point is that 
imposing limits on artists' work mean that it is no longer art. 

The second point is that the freedom of artists should be 
limited in order to avoid conflict.  Neither point is developed 
or examined critically.  Neither point is supported with 
relevant evidence.

Communication is weak, the answer is not well-structured 
and there are sections where the meaning is not clear.

Examiner Comments

In a question like this it is beneficial to define 
key terms, to show that they are understood.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

This was a simple, straight-forward question and most candidates were able to achieve at 
least one mark; many achieved both marks.  The main weaknesses were that candidates 
ignored methods and simply wrote about campaigners.  Some offered methods not included 
in the article and so could not earn reward.

This is a fairly typical answer, which scored both marks for correctly identifying two different 
campaigning methods.

This candidate failed to read the question properly.  The answers are commentaries on the 
passage but have no relevance to different campaigning methods.

The second point is sufficiently clear 
to be accepted as legal protest.

Examiner Comments
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Neither answer is a form of campaigning.

Examiner Comments

It is important to read carefully even the most 
straight-forward comprehension question.  Failure 
to do so will lead to loss of easily accessible marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7

This question generated some excellent answers, showing a broad appreciation of different 
factors which contribute to social change.  Too many candidates ignored social and factors.  

A significant number of answers listed changes rather than factors and failed to show 
how they had contributed to further change.  Others seemed to feel they must take 
their information entirely from the passage and so simply wrote about the Abortion Act.  
Candidates who listed several pieces of legislation were only able to earn 1 mark (for 
legislation as a contributory factor).  

Some candidates do not appear to understand when 1950 was and included material from 
much earlier.  This was a straight-forward question with a wide range of possible answers 
but a few candidates appeared to find it very demanding.

This was a good answer, which listed three different factors and so gained all three marks. It 
shows how explanation can support a simple answer and demonstrates that the details refer 
to causal factors and not outcomes.

Candidates who simply referred to women's rights were not 
credited, because this was seen as an outcome of the feminist 
movement or of legislation. 

To gain the mark it would be necessary to show how women's 
rights brought about further change, as illustrated in this excerpt.

Examiner Comments
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This answer is typical of many who ignored the question and focused their attention entirely 
on the passage.

The 1967 Act was credited as an example of legislative 
change which helped to alter social attitudes.  Points 
1 and 2 are more the result of changed attitudes than 
causal factors in bringing about change.

Examiner Comments

Unless specifically told to draw information from 
the source material candidates are advised to make 
use of their own knowledge, in order to answer 
questions, especially when the scope of the question 
clearly falls outside the scope of the source.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

This answer was not generally answered well.  Many candidates were able to score a mark 
for showing an understanding of absolute but few attempted to show that they understood 
moral.  

Most examples chosen did not show that candidates had a clear understanding of the term.  
The essential aspect is that moral absolutes are more than the views of individuals or 
groups.  The term implies universality of application; moral principles which are applicable 
at all times under all circumstances and for all people.  Too many answers suggested that 
anti-abortion was a moral absolute because anti-abortionists believed there was never any 
justification for abortion.  However, they failed to show that to be an absolute it should be 
accepted by, or imposed on, everybody, without qualification.  The clearest examples of 
moral absolutes were usually taken from the Ten Commandments.

This answer failed to show any understanding of the meaning of either of the two words 
being defined.  

It implies that a moral absolute is an individual, rather than a societal matter. 

The example given does not show that the candidate understands, or can apply, the term 
used.

No matter what is insufficient to indicate universality.

Here, it clearly relates to the views of individuals, 
rather than of society as a whole.  Moral values is 
insufficient to explain the meaning of moral.

Examiner Comments

Where a term to be defined contains 
two or more words, it is important 
to show understanding of the 
meaning of all of the words used.  
Examples used should be clear and 
should help to demonstrate that the 
term is clearly understood.

Examiner Tip
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This simple, short answer demonstrates a sound understanding of the term and achieves 
full marks. 

The answer would have been improved by showing that moral absolutes apply to all people.  
The final phrase approaches this but could have been strengthened.

Credit is given for the reference to right and wrong and 
to always... whatever the circumstances.  Two examples 
are given, both of which could fit the definition given.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9

This question was generally answered well, with many candidates scoring 3 marks or better.  

A major weakness was that some candidates ignored limitations and wrote about strengths.  
Others described a limitation as lack of information about other parts of the world, even 
though the passage clearly related only to the UK. 

Most candidates concentrated on paragraph 4, where there were some obvious 
discrepancies.  Some became confused by apparent discrepancies in the figures given in 
paragraph 1 and those given in paragraph 4

This superficial answer earned 1 mark.  The candidate has clearly misunderstood parts of 
the source.

The first paragraph gains no marks.  It indicates a non-existent 
limitation, by assuming that the 24-hour helpline concerned 
only a single period of 24 hours. This misunderstanding meant 
that credit could not be given, due to a lack of clarity as to why 
people used the help-line.

The second paragraph just earned a mark for the lack of 
comparable data, although the reference to the 1950s suggests 
that the candidate has not fully understood the passage.

The final paragraph is an attempt at a summary but simply 
repeats part of the content of the second paragraph.

Examiner Comments

This answer illustrates the need 
to read source material carefully.

Examiner Tip
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This answer achieved full marks for a good, clear analysis of limitations.

Credit is given for recognising that figures for other 
clinics are not known.  The reference to worldwide does 
not invalidate the point.

Two marks are awarded for references to the figures 
not being up-to-date.  A further mark is credited for 
reference to the lack of certainty as to why people 
phoned the hot-line and a mark is awarded for showing 
the uncertain relationship between those who used the 
hot-line and those who eventually received an abortion.

Even though 5 points are made, the answer can only 
achieve the maximum 4 marks available.

Examiner Comments

It is possible to achieve full marks 
by writing a succinct answer. Note 
that the question does not ask for 
an explanation of the limitations.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10

The wording of the question is important.  Candidates are required to examine evidence 
relating to a specific claim in the source material.  Answers which ignored adverts for 
abortion are clearly wrong and examined evidence used in a general sense, were unlikely to 
score highly.  Similarly, answers which considered the weaknesses of the evidence without 
clearly relating their comments to the idea of strengths, could not receive much credit.

Some candidates failed to score well because they ignored the source altogether and 
wrote general (learned?) answers about the strengths and weaknesses of evidence.  Many 
candidates failed to make use of appropriate evidence terminology in their responses.  
Some identified relevant evidence but failed to examine whether or not it provided strong 
support to the claim.

This short answer gained all 4 marks.

Identified evidence included the stance of the author (as a 
pro-abortionist but arguing against the advert) and reference 
to statistical information.

Credit was given for the strength of the writer who supported 
views that she might normally oppose and so avoided bias.

A further mark is awarded for showing that the statistical 
evidence indicated that the advert is not needed.  The 
candidate specifically claimed that both items of evidence 
presented strong evidence.

A fuller answer might have discussed the relationship 
between opinion (the first piece of evidence) and fact (the 
second piece of evidence).

Examiner Comments

When asked to examine the strength 
of evidence it is not sufficient to 
say 'it is strong' (or ‘weak’).  It is 
important to explain why it is strong/
weak, using appropriate terminology 
(such as subjective/objective, fact/
opinion, belief or bias/balance)

Examiner Tip
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This answer shows an understanding of AO3 (thinking and analytical) terms but has failed 
to apply it to the source and question.  It is an answer that might have been produced in 
response to almost any question, based on the strength or weakness of any source.

References to statistical evidence about abortion 
numbers and the Marie Stopes case study are not 
related to the question asked and so cannot be credited.

Examiner Comments

When asked a specific question, candidates should make 
sure that it is answered in specific, not general, terms.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11

This question produced some excellent answers but there were also a number of superficial 
ones.  Most answers were better able to deal with the second part of the question, often 
seeming to miss the first part altogether. 

As with other questions, the major weakness was a failure to address the use of moral in 
the question.  A number of answers dealt with changing social values, some of which may 
well have had a moral dimension, but these were often not explored.  

The most frequent reasons for change listed were religion, media, technology, medicine, 
migration, legislation and culture.  Surprisingly few answers saw education as a significant 
factor in bringing about change.

Weaker answers often simply listed or described social change without attempting to explain 
why such changes occurred.  Many candidates failed to support their explanations with 
relevant evidence and so were unable to access the AO1 marks.

This answer really adopts a single viewpoint and discusses changes in social values without 
showing any understanding of the term moral values.  Although the term moral values is 
used, the example given relates to general social and not moral attitudes.
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The answer was placed at the lower end of band 2 
because it failed to develop the moral aspect of the 
question.  Most of the answer is assertive, rather than 
reasoned.  A limited use of evidence fails to show clearly 
that the question has been properly understood.

Communication is generally sound and meaning is clear.

Examiner Comments
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This answer was placed at the top of band 3 in the mark scheme.  The candidate has 
attempted to examine both aspects of the question and shows some understanding of the 
term moral values.  Examples are generally chosen well.
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The answer starts with a good current example of 
changing moral values.  In the second paragraph, a range 
of potential causal factors is identified.  The purpose of 
the reference to Syria is not made clear.

Paragraphs 3 and 4 continue the examination of different 
causal factors, using appropriate generalised examples to 
illustrate them.

This answer would have been more effective with better 
use of specific examples.  The only specific example 
relates to gay marriage.  For example the reference to 
the law being changed in response to campaigns could 
have benefited from a specific example.  In view of the 
source material the 1967 abortion act would have served 
well.  The answer is clearly focused on moral issues.

Communication is sound and meaning is clear.

Examiner Comments

It is better to use specific, rather than generalised, 
examples to support points being made.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12

About one third of candidates attempted this essay.  Although the less popular, it was 
probably the better-answered question.  Several very impressive answers considered the 
question from a variety of viewpoints and drew on various disciplines, most notably biology/
science, psychology, ethics/morality and sociology.  Some answers were supported with 
a wide variety of examples, but others contained many assertions with little supporting 
evidence.

Perhaps inevitably, the majority of answers were firmly based in the teachings of evolution.  
A small number of thoughtful answers recognised that religion offered a potentially different 
dimension.  

Too many answers thought that the question was about animal testing, so that much time 
and space was wasted on material that was not relevant to the question.  However, a few 
were able to link issues of animal testing into the arguments that were presented in answer 
to the question.  The majority of answers argued that behavioural studies were justified by 
alleged physical similarities.  Better answers recognised that such similarities were closer 
with some animal groups than others. Arguments against such behavioural studies tended 
to focus mainly on mental issues, communication and civilization.  

Some candidates confused ethical issues involved with animal testing and possible ethical 
issues with animal observation/study. Very few candidates noticed the use of must in the 
question.

Most marks for AO3 were awarded for identifying/using relevant evidence and for 
attempting a balanced, justified conclusion.  A few of the better answers attempted to 
examine the evidence critically.  Very few candidates attempted to distinguish the strengths 
and weaknesses of facts and opinion, and even fewer considered the types of arguments 
they had used.  Centres need to do more work in preparing students to access the AO3 
questions in Section C.

This answer reached the top of band 3 but was not enough to justify a mark in the band 4 
range.
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The answer considered contrasting viewpoints and drew 
on different disciplines/perspectives (science and ethics/
morality).  The candidate's conclusion noted the use of 
must in the question and attempted to address it.

A number of points are made in support of the 
statement and an equal number of points are made 
against it.  Supporting evidence is limited.

For AO3, this answer cited, and critically examined, 
evidence and reached a simple conclusion which is more 
assertion and repetition than objective judgment. 

The candidate has drawn a clear distinction between 
scientific evidence (fact) and ethical beliefs.

Communication is good and reaches the top of band 3.

Examiner Comments

To be effective, arguments need to be 
clearly supported with specific relevant 
evidence.  This often needs to be 
interpreted to show how it helps to 
answer the question.

Examiner Tip
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This is a good well-balanced answer, which makes a number of valid points, examines the 
issue from different perspectives, uses different disciplines and supports arguments with 
relevant evidence.
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Supporting evidence is considered from a critical viewpoint.  
The answer shows a good understanding of issues raised 
and reaches a sound conclusion.

For AO3 the candidate selects relevant evidence, examines it 
critically and reaches a supported conclusion.  The strengths 
and weaknesses of the evidence used are indicated.

Communication is good.

Examiner Comments

This question illustrates the value of 
planning work before starting to write.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13

This was the most popular of the two essay questions, attracting two-thirds of candidates. 
There were some extremely well-argued and justified answers.  Equally, there were many 
answers which adopted a fairly simplistic approach.  Some candidates attempted to achieve 
balance by recognising that there were many other factors which contributed to conflict.

Some of the better answers argued that religion was often used as an excuse to justify 
conflict.  Similarly, the better answers were able to show that religion could be a cause of 
conflict on an individual or community level, just as much as on a national or international 
level.

Many of the examples used were simplistic, showing a lack of understanding of the nature 
of conflict.  Perhaps inevitably, the most popular examples of conflict were the Crusades, 
9/11 and the war on terror, Northern Ireland and the Middle East.  Many candidates appear 
to have some awareness of Christianity and Islam but little awareness of other major faiths.  
A significant proportion considered conflict between science and religion and atheists and 
religion.

Two distressing aspects of answers to this question were evidence of irrational hostility to 
religion in general and considerable anti-Islamic feeling.  Many candidates seemed to feel 
that terrorism was the chief characteristic of Islam, rather than of groups of individuals 
whose faith was based on Islam but not accepted by the majority of the Islamic population.  
'Rants' of this nature rarely scored well. 

There were many answers which appealed for a more tolerant approach to different religious 
faiths and an appeal to build on what is held in common, instead of focusing on issues which 
may divide.

In view of the dominant role of the Second World War in modern history syllabi, it was 
disappointing to see that many students at this level believed that it was a war brought 
about as the result of religious conflict.  Few of those who used this as an illustration were 
able to see that the persecution of Jews was not a prime cause of war but rather the tragic 
result of a dictator's obsession.

Most marks for AO3 were awarded for identifying/using relevant evidence and for 
attempting a balanced justified conclusion.  A few of the better answers attempted to 
examine the evidence critically.  Very few candidates attempted to distinguish the strengths 
and weaknesses of facts and opinion and even fewer considered the types of arguments 
they had used.  Centres need to be more thorough in preparing students to access the AO3 
questions in Section C.

This was a largely assertive answer which presented a limited variety of reasons why 
religion can lead to conflict.  Some of these assertions were supported with relevant 
evidence.  Apart from references to the Twin Towers, evidence was of a general nature 
(family upbringing and war).
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This is a good answer.  The candidate has considered a number of disciplines and has 
viewed the question from different perspectives.  It offers a number of different reasons to 
explain why religion has been, and is, a cause of conflict.  The approach is fairly narrow and 
examples are drawn from a limited field (Islam).

This answer considers the question from two disciplines 
(Sociology and History) but in a fairly simplistic manner. The 
conclusion is a simplistic repetition of material previously used. 
There is just enough to reach low band 3 in the mark scheme.

For AO3, the answer uses evidence but comments about it, 
rather than examining it critically. 'Opinion' is used in terms of 
belief and justifies a mark.  The conclusion does not credit a 
mark.

Communication is generally sound and is sufficient to reach low 
band 2.  A number of errors do inhibit understanding.

Examiner Comments

To achieve band 4, candidates must show that they 
have considered an issue from different perspectives as 
well as drawing evidence from different disciplines.

Examiner Tip
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The answer contains a number of perceptive comments and 
examples are evaluated.  Positive consideration is given to 
the role of the media, as is the nature of belief in a religious 
context.

AO3 marks are awarded for:

- citing and critically evaluating evidence

- distinction between fact and opinion

- providing a justified conclusion.

Communication is generally good and meaning is clear.

Examiner Comments

A broader approach to the topic would 
result in a higher mark being awarded.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Centres and candidates should note the following suggestions for improving achievement.

•	 Too many candidates lost marks because they were careless in reading questions and so 
failed to respond as required.

•	 Essays carry a combined mark for AO1 and AO2.  Failure to support answers with 
relevant evidence can cost marks.

•	 AO3 (thinking and analytical skills) is an important part of the Specification.  Many 
candidates lose marks because they do not have necessary knowledge in this area.

•	 Candidates should remember to have a calculator that they can use to answer number 
questions.

•	 Clear hand-writing is essential if candidates' work is to be properly evaluated.

•	 Candidates need to understand the demands of the different command words used, so 
that they can provide appropriate answers.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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