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Introduction 

This exemplar material serves as a general guide. It provides the following benefits to a teacher: 
 
 Gives teachers an appreciation of the variety of work that can be produced for this unit 
 
 Shows how the mark scheme has been applied by a senior assessor 
 
 Provides examples of both good and weak application of different parts of the mark scheme 
 
 Provides real examples of work conducted under controlled assessment conditions. 

 

It is important to make the point that the teacher support materials play a secondary role to the 
Specification itself.  The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies 
what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course.  At all times, therefore, this 
teacher support should be read in conjunction with the Specification.  If clarification on a particular 
point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.  
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Moderator’s Commentary: 

Section a 

An interesting start, the result and the approach are both declared in the first sentence, this would 
have suggested problems under the previous specification and that there was unlikely to be any 
realistic end user involvement in the design and development process. In this case, as we read on, 
the project clearly identifies a suitable end user group. The background to the proposed project is 
clearly set out following on from some very interesting research into the development of the game 
so far. The section then clearly includes excellent interaction with the end user and a full analysis 
of their feedback leading to a detailed requirements specification including the hardware and 
software. 
 
The evidence may not be in clearly delineated sections but it is presented clearly and logically. 
There is evidence of good research beyond a basic interview and we are left in no doubt about the 
validity of the end user involvement, and what the project is all about. 

Mark: 13 (Max 14) 

Section b 

There is a fully detailed design including measureable objectives, evidence of end user 
involvement and of an iterative process leading to a fully agreed final design. Any equally skilled 
programmer would be able to take this design and produce the same (or at least very similar) end 
product. This is an excellent example of the design process . 
 
There is a test strategy explain how the system will be tested as it is developed including a detailed 
test plan. I would have liked to see how the test plan was designed to be used during the 
development phase to check each element of the process and what data would be used to 
complete the final testing. This is a minor point but one worth making. 
 
There is a complete set of algorithms and we are left in no doubt that this has been thoroughly 
checked to establish that it is a solution to the problem. 

Mark: 16 (Max 16) 

Section c (i) 

There is mention of some testing and modification during development though there could be more 
evidence here of the development process, evidence in the later sections demonstrates the 
development process adequately and should be credited here. 
 
The test plan is applied to the finished product and there is copious evidence to show that this has 
been done and that the system works. For development what we have is some mention of a break 
point in the code, annotated code and a brief discussion of the process. This might have been 
better presented as an iterative process showing the stages in the development of the system. 
There are some minor issues with the evidence presented hence: 

Mark: 15 (Max 16) 
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Section c (ii) 

It is clear that the system has been fully tested post development, that there has been some end 
user testing, though little evidence of the end user testing is available (perhaps this is limited by the 
use of paper based evidence ). The response to the testing is excellent and there is evidence of 
improvements / modifications being made to the system in light of the test results. An excellent 
section. 

Mark: 14 (Max 14) 

Section d 

There is excellent on screen help for such a system and all the additional documentation that could 
be required is available, hence 

Mark: 10 (Max 10) 

Section e 

The evaluation discusses the system objectives one by one with evidence of what was achieved. 
 
The response to the end user testing shows a summary of the end user feedback and there is 
some brief response to the largely positive feedback and to the minor criticisms 
 
The good and bad points are clearly identified and there is some discussion about how the 
negatives can be resolved. 

Mark: 10 (Max 10) 
 

Total mark for portfolio: 78 (Max 80) 
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Candidate’s work 
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