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Introduction
This paper rewards students for their understanding of spoken and written Chinese, 
their ability to transfer meaning from Chinese into English and their ability to produce a 
continuous piece of writing in Chinese.

This paper consists of 3 sections which involve listening, reading and writing skills, with a 
total of 70 marks available. The time allocation for this paper is 2 hours and 30 minutes 
and there was little evidence that students did not have sufficient time to complete all the 
questions.

The question booklet is divided into traditional and simplified characters and students are 
required to specify at the beginning of the booklet their preferred option. Students are 
required to respond to questions in the booklet in either traditional or simplified characters, 
but not both.
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Question 2 (x)
Students responded well in general with only a very small number of students losing marks 
in this question. 

Question 3 (x)
Students responded well in general, with a small number of students choosing 果茶 instead 
of 冰茶 for 3(c); 身体不好 instead of 睡眠不好 for 3(d). 

A considerable number of students did not circle the correct answer in the bracket as 
instructed. The correct answer was accepted in whichever form it was offered but students 
are advised to comply with the rubric to avoid penalising themselves.

Question 4 (x)
This question carried the largest number of marks amongst the listening questions and 
students were required to give answers in Chinese characters. The vast majority of students 
appeared to understand the extract well, but some struggled to give correct answers in 
characters and lost marks. 

Common mistakes included (a) 长成 for 长城; (b) 地里, 地历 or 地埋 for 地理; unable to write 
(c) 地图 and (d) 跑步; using 时候 instead of 小时 for (g) and writing 照想机 for 照相机 (h).

The characters involved in this question are basic items of vocabulary in daily use. Students 
should keep practising writing characters while preparing for this exam. 
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Question 5 (x)
The question required answers in English and no mark was given for answers written in 
Chinese. 

Lengthy answers were not required. Students were expected to to show precise 
understanding and to provide accurate, relevant answers based on the original passages. 

Common mistakes were: 

(a) Missed the key word '最' and put 'good result' instead of 'the best result'

(b) Some students were not aware of the difference between 'her parents can see her 
everday' and 'she can see her parents every day', the former being the correct answer. 

(c) Some students were not aware of the difference between 'a trip' and 'a holiday'. The 
choice of prepositions was sometimes crucial. 'He needs money for the trip to South 
America 去南美洲旅行' was different from 'travel in South America 在南美洲旅行'  Some 
students made careless mistakes and mixed up 南, 西, 北 and/or 美国, 非洲.

(d) Students were expected to include the verb 'to learn' in their answers. 

The student only scored in (e) and (f).  It is likely the 
student understands the other questions but is unable 
to score more by providing correct written answers. 

Examiner Comments
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The student scored full marks from this question 
by providing precise and accurate answers. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (x)
Common mistakes were:

(a) Some students did NOT read the question with sufficient care and gave irrelevant 
answers, e. g.  the transport arrangements to the museum.

(b) The vast majority of the candidates gave the correct answer, but some missed marks by 
giving answers such as 'Saturdays and Sundays', 'weekends' instead of the correct answer 
'public holidays'.

(c) Students needed to provide any two of the following to score the full mark: extend 
opening hours on Thursdays and Fridays (till 8:30pm); organise (specialist) talks weekly 
and arrange cultural activities for schools.

(d) The correct answer was ' foreign languages' or a similar expression. Neither 
'international language' nor' translate' would score any mark. 

Question 6 (y)

The student did not score in (a), (bii) and (d). 
(a) The expected correct answer was ' to get the best results'. 
The answer 'get good results' was not precise enough;
(bii) The expected correct answer was ' Her parents can see 
her everyday', not the other way around. 
(d) 'to learn performing' will be a good enough answer. 
Adding 'and study about ' changed the original meaning 

Examiner Comments
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The student didn't score in (a) and (b).
(a) The provided answer was irrelevant to the question. 
(b) The expected correct answer was more specific, ie. 
' public holiday', not a a general 'holiday' 

Examiner Comments

Students are suggested to read 
questions carefully and provide 
accurate answers accordingly. 
Be aware of the selection of 
proper phrases in English. 

Examiner Tip
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The student did not score in (a) (b) and only scored 1 mark in (c). 
(a) '100 dollars' was mentioned but it was for ' foreign langauge 
service', not the charege to enter the museum'
(b) 'Saturdays and Sundays' was not the alternative answers for 
'public holiday'.
(c) 'on Fridays and Thursdays afternoon they divided the family 
onto several groups to go around the museum' was a made-up 
answer and not related to the original passage. 

Examiner Comments

Students are suggested only provide the 
precise answers based on the original passage. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (x)
Precise understanding and accurate expressions were required for this question. 

Common mistakes were:

(a) Some students missed out the key word '多' and gave wrong answers such as 'ten years' 
or 'about ten years'.

(b) The expected answer was ' learnt Chinese' but not 'studied Chinese'.

(c) A full answer, including all relevant information, was required. Some students mentioned 
' foreigners' but missed out ' many' or mentioned 'work' but missed out 'live'.

(d) Some students did not understand the word 农村 or were unable to spell 'villages' 
correctly. 

(e) Students were expected to include verbs e.g. to visit, to learn, in their answers. 

(f) Precise answers were expected; i.e. 'local/regional food' and 'types of tea'. A brief 
answer such as 'food and tea' was not accepted as a correct answer and was not rewarded. 
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The student did not score in (e) and (f)i by providing over-
generalisation, glossing over precise answers. 
(e) The expected correct answer was 'visit famous sites and 
'learn Taichi'; obviously 'look at the history of it and learning 
fighting' was unclear and ambiguous. 
(f) 'Local/regional food and types of tea' was the expected correct 
answer. ' learning Chinese food and tea'  was not specific enough.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (x)
The majority of students did well and covered all bullet points whilst adhering to the word 
limit (180-200). 

A little planning and a well balanced essay could help to score higher marks. Some students 
failed to adopt this good practice and wrote at great length on one point, leaving little room/
word count for the development of the remaining points.  

Some students did not do well in making the links from one bullet point to another, in other 
words, the coherence, from the information about the festival to the suggested activities 
and to the reasons for organising those activities, was very weak. 

There were a number of good/original ideas for activities; e.g. protection of the 
environment, visiting a nursing home, collecting donations for charities, etc. 

Students should read the rubrics carefully. This question asked for a letter format, hence an 
appropriate opening and appropriate ending were required. Furthermore, students would 
score higher marks if they were aware of the register of the writing, this was a letter written 
to the school Head Teacher and appropriate formal language should have been used. 
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This excellent writing scored 14 for content and response 
and 13 for quality of language, total score was 27/30. 
The writing was well developed in a cohesive way. All 
points were evenly covered. The suggested activities, ie. 
taste mooncakes and speech competition were suitable for 
a school setting and the reasons for these suggestion were 
convincing and relevant.  
The language was controlled with a high level of accuracy 
and transitions from point to point were smooth.  
The writing slightly exceeded the word limit however all the 
relevant information was included within the word limit. 
Proper register was applied and the student pretty much 
completed the writing in a correct letter format (other than 
name and date missing).

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (y)
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The student scored 9 for Content and Response and 8 for 
Quality of Language, total score was 17/30.
The student shown a certain understnding of the task and 
responsed to each point with one sentence statment.
However most of the points were not fully developed as 
they should be, the marjority content is about food. There 
were certain amount of irrelevant infomation such as '拜年‘. 
Basic language was applied with genearlly satisfactory. 
The writing was not in a letter format. 

Examiner Comments
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The student scored 10 for Content and Response and 13 for Quality 
of Language. Total 23/30. 
The student understood the task well and responded to all the points. 
Reasonable suggestions on activities were made with convicing 
reasons. Point 3 and 4 were develped successfully in a balanced way.
The significant mistake was muddling up the Mid-autumn festival 
with another Chinese Festival '七夕' , also '团年饭' should be  '团圆饭'.
Communication was very good and langauge was generally fluent. 
Suitable register and letter format were applied.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on performance in this exam, students are offered the following advice:

Listening section

1. Keep practising commonly used, basic and familiar characters;  

Reading section

2. Read the questions and the rubric carefully and adhere to the requirements; 

3. Provide precise and accurate answers;

4. Check your English, avoid misspellings and grammatical mistakes;

Writing section

5. Be aware of the required format and word limit;

6. Produce a balanced, coherent piece of writing which responds to all the bullet points. 

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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