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Translate into Chinese.

A girl invited me to dance. I said, “Go and find someone else. Can’t you see I’m 
busy?” She walked away, looking at me over her shoulder. Dance halls in Nanjing 
are like this: it’s always the girls who ask the men to dance. It’s really weird.

I was born in 1964. I will be twenty this year. I’ve been waiting for a job1 for nearly 
two years. Some time ago a foreign woman came here and asked me, “Waiting for 
a job? Does that mean ‘Out of work’?” She spoke very good Chinese. I knew she 
was just trying to be friendly so I told her, “‘Out of work’ means you’ve lost a job. I’ve 
never had a job before; I’m waiting for one.”

Actually, I’d like to work, but you need to be a graduate. I didn’t even graduate from 
middle school. I failed six of the seven subjects I took.

I have nothing to do. That’s why I come here: to dance, to drink beer... Where do I get 
the money to come here? Don’t worry – I don’t steal. I’m a dealer2. Take jeans, for 
example. You can get them at four yuan a pair in Guangzhou. I buy a few pairs there 
and sell them here at ten yuan.

Get married? No hope! Even if I can get a job, I won’t be able to earn enough to get 
married.

 [40 marks]

1 wait for a job: 待业
2 dealer: 倒爷
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