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SPECIMEN MATERIAL 

Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the 
relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments 
made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which 
was used by them in this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme 
covers the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in 
the same correct way. As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of 
students’ scripts. Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and 
legislated for. If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which 
have not been raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer.  
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed 
and expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future 
mark schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding 
principles of assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a 
particular examination paper.  
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
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Section A 
 
Comprehension questions to be answered in target language but with no AO3 marks 
 
Where the natural answer to a question consists entirely or partly of words or phrases from the text, 
students may use that material without rephrasing it. Minor spelling errors which do not distort the 
meaning will be tolerated. However, the AO2 mark will not be awarded for a response in which the 
student includes irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an 
element from the original which does not match the phrasing of the question set. 
 

Qu 1 Accept Mark Notes 

01.1 (Any two)  
• †jLvcovi Rb¨ Kov wbqg wQ‡jv  (1) 
• †KD duvwK w`‡Z cvi‡Zv bv  (1) 
• gvwmK cixÿv¸‡jv‡Z Kg b¤̂i †c‡j   

 K‡jR Qvo‡Z n‡Zv (1) 
• AwffveK‡`i †W‡K G‡b nqivwb Kiv   

 n‡Zv (1)  

2 

Accept: 
†Rvi †`Iqv n‡Zv  

 

 †ei K‡i w`‡Zv 

 

evev-gv‡`i 

 01.2 (Any two)  
• Zuvi cov‡bvi f½x wQ‡jv mnR/mij (1) 

KwVb welq¸‡jvI my›`i K‡i †evSv‡Zb  (1) 
• Zuvi †cÖgK_v cov‡bvi mgq mevi ü`q 

wknwiZ n‡Zv (1)  
• Zuvi K_v ïb‡Z ïb‡Z mgq ª̀æZ P‡j †h‡Zv (1) 

2 

Accept: 
mnR K‡i cov‡Zb  

 

Av‡jvwoZ 

01.3 • eÜzi mv‡_ KvUv-†Mvjøv †LjwQ‡jb    (1) 
• wkÿK †jLK I Zuvi eÜzi cwiPqcÎ wb‡q wb‡jb 

Zuv‡`i ỳRb‡K ùvwo‡q _vK‡Z ejv n‡jv   (1) 
2 

 

 

 

01.4 

(Any two)  

•  †jLK Zuvi cwiPqcÎ wd‡i cv‡eb wK bv †m 

e¨vcv‡i wbwðZ wQ‡jb bv (1) 
• cwiPqcÎ Qvov K‡j‡R XzK‡Z cvi‡eb bv (1) 
• Rwigvbv w`‡Z n‡e  (1) 
• GKUvbv cuvPw`b K‡j‡R bv Avm‡j bvg KvUv 

hv‡e (1) 

2 
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Summary question 
 

Qu 2 Accept Mark Notes 

Bullet 
1 

 
• h_v_© †hvM¨Zv _vKv m‡Ë¡¡I PvKix 

‡c‡Z mgm¨v (1) 
• ỳb©xwZ ivR‰bwZK Aw ’̄iZv evovq hvi 

d‡j KZ©…c‡ÿi m‡½ Kgeqmx 

†jvKRb mgm¨vq Rwo‡q c‡o  (1) 
 

2 

Accept: 

†hvM¨Zvi †Kv‡bv `vg †bB 

ZiæY/hyeKiv mgm¨vq KewjZ nq 

Bullet 
2 

 
• (†`‡ki) ivR‰bwZK „̀k¨cU cwieZ©b 

Kivi Rb¨ Kgeqmx cÖwZfvevb †jvKRb‡K 

GwM‡q Avm‡Z n‡e                        (1) 
•  †h‡Kv‡bv bZzb ivR‰bwZK `‡ji mvd‡j¨i 

g~‡j i‡q‡Q cyi‡bv cÖR‡b¥i m‡½ HK¨e× 

n‡q KvR Kiv (1) 
 

2 

Accept: 
¸Yx hyeK‡`i‡K 

cÖexY‡`i m‡½ GKmv‡_ wg‡jwg‡k 

KvR Kiv 

Bullet 
3 

 
• ỳbx©wZ I †Kv›`jgy³ kvmb cÖwZôvq 

miKv‡ii cÖwZ Av ’̄vi Afve             (1) 
• †jvKR‡bi †ivRKvi Rxe‡b niZv‡ji 

†bwZevPK cÖfve c‡o (1) 
• ivR‰bwZK †Kv›`j GKcv‡k †i‡L GK 

PgrKvi evsjv‡`k M‡o †Zvjvi  

Dbœqbg~jK mvÿ¨cÖgvY (1) 
 

3 

Accept: 

kvmb Kv‡q‡g miKv‡ii cÖwZ 

Abv ’̄v  

mvavib gvby‡li ˆ`bw›`b Rxeb 

APj n‡q c‡o 
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The marks for content (AO2) and language (AO3) are awarded independently. Long summaries 
will be marked for content (AO2) or language (AO3) only as far as the first natural break (usually 
the end of a sentence or main clause) between 90 and 100 words. Short summaries are not 
subject to an automatic penalty but in practice are unlikely to include all the required content points 
and will therefore be self-penalising. 
 
The AO2 mark is awarded for content points which contain the required information, regardless of 
whether those points are expressed in the student’s own words, or are partly or wholly lifted from 
the text. However, no AO2 mark will be awarded for a content point where the student includes 
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the 
original which does not match the phrasing of the bullet point.* ‘Lifted’ language will not be eligible 
for credit when the AO3 mark is awarded. 
 
 
*Generic example of ‘lifted’ language: 
 
1 
Text includes  Having finished her studies, she became a doctor. 
Summary task includes the bullet point  • What she did before becoming a doctor 
Correct answer is  She studied 
Student writes in response to that bullet point Having finished her studies, she became a doctor 
No credit for AO1 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no 
credit for AO3 because of lifting.) 
 
2 
Text includes … because computers will replace teachers 
Summary task includes the bullet point Technological changes anticipated 
Correct answer is Computers will replace teachers or, to demonstrate successful manipulation 
Teachers will be replaced by computers 
Student writes in response to that bullet point because computers will replace teachers 
No credit for AO1 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no 
credit for AO3 because of lifting). 
 
Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 
 
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 
 
Minor errors include: 
incorrect but close to correct spellings. 
 
Serious errors include: 
incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms incorrect use of pronouns. 
 
Complex language includes: 
use of pronouns of all types 
tenses that support conceptual complexity 
connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 
constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 
use of present and past participles. 
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Mark AO3 quality of language marks in reading summary task 

5 
The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors. The student 
shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex 
language accurately where required by the task. 

4 
The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors. The 
student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate 
complex language accurately where required by the task.  

3 
The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate 
complex language accurately where required by the task.  

2 
The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of 
grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately where 
required by the task.  

1 
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The student shows little 
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately where 
required by the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 
 
Indicative content  
 
 
Summary 1: 88 words – AO3 5/5 
 
h_v_© †hvM¨Zv _vKv m‡Z¡I hyeK‡`i PvKix  †c‡Z Amyweav n‡”Q| ỳb©xwZ†Z †`k †Q‡q †M‡Q Ges G‡Z 

ivR‰bwZK Aw ’̄iZv evo‡Q hvi d‡j KZ…c‡ÿi m‡½ Kgeqmx †jvKRb mgm¨vq Rwo‡q co‡Q| (†`‡ki) 

ivR‰bwZK cwiw ’̄wZi cwieZ©b Kivi Rb¨ Kgeqmx cÖwZfvevb †jvKRb‡K GwM‡q Avm‡Z n‡e| KviY 

†h‡Kv‡bv bZzb ivR‰bwZK `j ZLbB mdj n‡eb hLb Zviv cyi‡bv cÖR‡b¥i m‡½ wg‡jwg‡k KvR Ki‡e| Z‡e 

ỳbx©wZ I †Kv›`jgy³ kvmb Kv‡q‡g miKv‡ii cÖwZ Kgeqmx †jvKR‡bi Av ’̄v †bB KviY Zviv niZvj †W‡K 

†jvKR‡bi cÖwZw`‡bi Rxeb‡K ỳwe©mn K‡i †Zv‡j| `jxq †Kv›`j fz‡j GK PgrKvi evsjv‡`k M‡o †Zvjvi 

GLb Dchy³ mgq|   
 
 
Summary 2: 84 words – AO3 4/5 
 
h_v_© hM¨Zv _vKv m‡Z¡I hyeK‡`i PvKwi †c‡Z Amyweav n‡”Q| ỳb©xwZ†Z †`k †Q‡q †M‡Q Ges G‡Z 

ivR‰bwZK Aw ’̄iZv evo‡Q Avi KZ…c‡ÿi mv‡Z Kgeqmx †jvKRb mgmvq Rwo‡q co‡Q| ivR‰bwZK Ae Í̄vi 

cwieZ©b Kivi Rb¨ Kgeqmx †jvKRb‡K GwM‡q Avm‡Z n‡e| KviY bZzb ivR‰bwZK `j ZLb mdj n‡eb 

hLb Zviv cyib cÖR‡b¥i m‡½ wg‡jwg‡k KvR K‡i| Z‡e ỳbx©wZ I †Kv›`jgy³ kvmb Kv‡q‡g miKv‡ii cÖwZ 

Kgeqwm †jvKR‡bi Av ’̄v bvB KviY Zviv niZvj †W‡K †jvKR‡bi cÖwZw`‡bi wReb‡K APj K‡i †Zv‡j| 

`jxq †Kv›`j fz‡j GK PgZKvi evsjv‡`k M‡o †Zvjvi GKb Dchy³ mgq|   
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Summary 3: 73 words – AO3 3/5 
 
hM¨Zv _vKv m‡ZI hyeK‡`i PvKwi  †c‡Z Amywe`v n‡”Q| ỳb©xwZ Avi ivRbwZK K›`j evo‡Q hvi d‡j 

KZ…c‡ÿi mv‡Z Kgeqm †jvKRb mgmvq Rwo‡q c‡o| ivRbwZK Ae Í̄vi e`j Livi Rb¨ Kgeqwm hM¨ 

†jvKRb‡K Avm‡Z n‡e| bZzb ivRbwZK `j ZKb mcj n‡e hLb _viv cyib jK‡`i mv‡Z wg‡m LvR 

Ki‡eb| Z‡e miKv‡ii cÖwZ Kgeqwm †jvKR‡bi Av Í̄v bvB| Zviv niZvj Wv‡K †jvKR‡bi cw_w`‡bi wReb 

APj K‡i Z‡j| `wjq K›`j fz‡j GK PgZKvi evsjv‡`k M‡o Zjvi GKb wUK mgq|   
 
 
Summary 4: 63 words – AO3 2/5 
 
hM¨Zv ZvL‡jI hyeKiv QvKwi cvq bv| ỳzwb‡Z †`k e‡i †M‡Qb Avi ivRbwZK K›`j evi‡Q| KZ…c‡Li mv‡Z 

Kgeqm jyKRb mgmvq ci‡Q| Ae Í̄v eajvbi hb¨ Kgeqm jyK‡`i Avm‡_ n‡e| bZzb ivRbwZK `j mcj 

n‡e hLb Zviv cyib jK‡`i mv‡Z LvR Ki‡eb| K›`jPviv kvmb Lv‡q‡g miLv‡ii cwZ Kgeqm jyK‡`i Av Í̄v 

bvB| _viv niZvj Wv‡K j‡Ki wReb APj K‡i| K›`j ey‡j PgZLvi evsjv‡`m ZBwi Livi GKb mgq|   
 
 
Summary 5:  56 words – AO3 1/5 
 
RyeKiv QvKwo cvq bv| ỳzwb‡Z †`m e‡i †M‡Qb Avi K›`j evi‡Q| Kgeqm jyKRb mgmvq ci‡P| Ae Í̄v 

eajvbi hb¨ Kgeqm jyKRb Avm‡_ n‡eb| bZzb `j Zviv cyib jKR‡b¥i mv‡Z LvR Ki‡eb| ỳzwbwZ Pviv 

mvmb Lv‡q‡g miLv‡ii cwZ Kgeqm jyKR‡bi Av Í̄v bvB| _viv ni_vj `v‡K jyKR‡bi wReb AQj L‡i| 

K›`j eyy‡j QgZLvi evsjv‡`m N‡o Zjvi GKb wUK mgq|   
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Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.1 T / m / mZ¨ 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.2 NT / ? / D‡jøL †bB 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.3 T / m / mZ¨ 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.4 F / wg / wg_¨v 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.5 T / m / mZ¨ 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.6 F / wg / wg_¨v 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.7 NT / ? / D‡jøL †bB 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.8 F / wg / wg_¨v 1  
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Question 4 
 

Qu Key idea Mark Notes 

04.1 

  
¯§vU©‡dv‡b Av‡Q D”P¸Y m¤úbœ 

ms‡hvM Ges ZvrÿwYK jf¨Zv 
                                 (1) 

 

 
 

1 
 
 

D”Pgv‡bi 

 

 

04.2 

 
KvR †_‡K QzwU †bIqvi cÖ‡qvRb nq 

bv/ †ivRKvi Rxe‡bi weNœZv 

Gov‡bv hvq                   (1) 
wewfbœ †`‡ki we‡klÁ‡`i m‡½ 

†hvMv‡hvM Kiv hvq           (1)  
 

2 

mgq †ei Kiv  

cÖwZw`‡bi Rxe‡bi evav 

 
 
bvbvb †`‡ki 

04.3 

  
gvivZ¥K wKQz n‡q/N‡U †h‡Z cv‡i                           

(1) 
 

1 
 

Rxeb bvkKvix 

04.4 

 

†h‡Kv‡bv mgm¨v wbim‡b cÖhyw³ 

DbœwZ Ki‡e                   (1) 
mg‡qi mv‡_ mv‡_ B›Uvi‡b‡Ui 

jf¨Zv evo‡e                 (1) 
  

2 

Amyweav 

 

 

 

04.5 

 

bv, KviY Zv‡`i g~j¨ m¤¢eZ GKB 

_vK‡e                          (1) 
  

1 `vg 
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Question 5 
 
Translation into English 
Acceptable quality of English in translations into English: 
 
Errors in spelling  
Where the candidate’s attempted spelling is a recognisable form of the correct spelling and does 
not correspond to another English word, the attempted spelling is accepted.  
 
Alternative answers 
Examiners will be provided with a range of alternative answers in mark-schemes but in the event 
that these do not legislate for all versions and variations which candidates might produce, the 
guiding principle will be that answers that convey the same intended meaning are accepted.   
 
Successful translation 
Translation will be deemed successful if an English speaker would understand the translation and 
if each element of the original text figures in the translation. 
 
 
Qu  

05 
The table below shows the type of answer that is acceptable for each section of the text. 
Award one mark per correct section then divide by two for a final mark out of 10. Half marks 
should be rounded up. 

Box  Accept Reject 

1 
AwZw_civqYZv evOvwj ms¯‹…wZi 

GKwU Ask| 
Hospitality is part of Bengali 
culture. 

being hostile  

2 evwo‡Z GKRb AwZw_ G‡j When guests visit their home verb in wrong 
tense 

3 cwiev‡ii †jvKRb Lye Lywk nq| members of the family become 
very happy. 

jealous member 

4 
mevB wg‡j AwZw_ Avc¨vq‡b e¨ Í̄ 

nq| 
Everyone is busy entertaining the 
guests. 

can tidy up  

5 †ewkifvM evOvwj Pvq Most Bengalis would like hates 

6 
Zv‡`i AwZw_iv †hb my›`ifv‡e mgq 

KvUvq 
their guests to spend quality time 
with them  

forces the guest to 
go away 

7 
Ges AvwZ‡_qZv cwic~Y©fv‡e Dc‡fvM 

K‡i| 
and to fully enjoy their hospitality. guests to be bored 

8 evOvwj‡`i g‡a¨ Aek¨ †KD †KD  However, some Bengalis to some extent 
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9 
we‡`kx AwZw_‡`i mv`‡i Avg ¿̄Y 

Rvbv‡Z AvMÖnx 

are keen to invite foreign guests to reject foreign 
guests 

10 
KviY Avgwš¿¿Z AwZw_‡`i mv‡_  Zviv 

eÜzZ¡myjf m¤úK© Mo‡Z Pvq| 

because they would like to build 
up a friendly relationship with the 
guests. 

they are reluctant 

11 
Gme AwZw_ cÖ_‡gB cwiev‡ii mevi 

mv‡_ cwiwPZ nq| 
Initially these guests are 
introduced to all the family 
members. 

taking over the 
host 

12 Zvici cvwievwiK Abyôv‡b †hvM w`‡q  Later, by attending family 
functions, 

for the attitude 

13 
evOvwj‡`i LvIqv`vIqv, cÖ_v I 

evOvwj ms¯‹…wZ‡K 

the eating habits, customs and 
Bengali culture 

to live healthily 

14 ax‡i ax‡i Rvbvi my‡hvM cvq| gradually become known to them. family drama 

15 ZvB Zviv  evOvwj‡`i AvwZ_¨MÖn‡Y  So, by accepting hospitality from 
the Bengali people, 

it is rare 

16 wb‡R‡`i‡K ab¨ g‡b K‡i| 

they feel grateful/privileged. accepting the 
challenge 

17 AvšÍwiK †Póv K‡i They also try sincerely  trying rudely 

18 
evOvwj mgv‡R wb‡R‡`i ms¯‹…wZ‡KI 

Zz‡j ai‡Z 

to project their own culture onto 
the Bengalis. 

to present won 
family 

19 G‡Z ỳB ms¯‹…wZi wewbgq nq| This allows the exchange of two 
cultures. 

exchange of 
partners 

20 
evOvwj‡`i AwZw_civqYZvI G‡Z „̀p 

nq| 

Bengali hospitality/The hospitality 
of Bengalis also becomes 
stronger. 

living relationship 

 
[10 marks] 
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Section B  Research project  Questions 6-9 
 
Assessment Objectives 2, 3 and 4 
 
Level of response marking instructions 
 
Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The 
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level. 
 
Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer, read through the answer and annotate it 
(as instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme. 
 
Step 1 Determine a level 
 
Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets 
the descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be 
seen in the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and 
decide if it meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the 
answer.  With practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly 
skip through the lower levels of the mark scheme. 
 
When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick 
holes in small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as 
the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use 
a best fit approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide 
the mark within the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 
material it would be placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the 
level 4 content. 
 
Step 2 Determine a mark 
 
Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate 
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be 
an answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme. 
This answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s 
answer with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. 
You can then use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the 
example. 
 
You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points 
and assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate. 
 
Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points 
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme. 
 
An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks. 
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Assessment criteria 
 
Each assessment objective should be assessed independently.  
 
Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.  Everything that students write 
must be assessed; there is no word limit.  Students writing the recommended length have access 
to the full range of marks. 
 
 
Assessment Objective 2 
 

Mark A02 

9-10 

Very good evaluation of the research topic 
The relevant information from the written source material has been fully 
understood.  This information is consistently linked to research findings to form 
appropriate arguments and conclusions. 

7-8 

Good evaluation of the research topic 
Most of the relevant information in the written source material has been clearly 
understood. This information is often linked to research findings to form 
appropriate arguments and conclusions. 

5-6 

Reasonable evaluation of the research topic  
Some of the relevant information in the written source material has been 
understood. This information is sometimes linked to research findings to form 
appropriate arguments and conclusions. 

3-4 

Limited evaluation of the research topic  
A limited amount of relevant information in the written source has been 
understood. This information is occasionally linked to research findings to form 
appropriate arguments and conclusions. 

1-2 

Very limited evaluation of the research topic 
A very limited amount of the relevant information in the written source has been 
understood. This information is rarely if ever linked to research findings to form 
appropriate arguments and conclusions. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 
 
For guidance on the evaluation of the written source in relation to the research findings, examiners 
are advised to refer to the indicative content for these questions. 
 
AO2 marks should be awarded for the success with which students have demonstrated their 
understanding of the written source provided and linked information in that source to their research 
findings. For examples, see items marked ‘AO2’ in indicative content. 
   

  
 Turn over  
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Assessment Objective 3 
 

 
 
Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 
 
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 
 
Minor errors include: 
incorrect but close to correct spellings. 
 
Serious errors include: 
incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms incorrect use of pronouns. 
 
Complex language includes: 
use of pronouns of all types 
tenses that support conceptual complexity 
connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 
constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 
use of present and past participles. 
 
  

AO3 

9-10 

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors. The 
student shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate 
complex language accurately. The student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate 
to the context and the task. 

7-8 

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors. The 
student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate 
complex language accurately. The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate 
to the context and the task. 

5-6 

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate 
complex language accurately. The student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary 
appropriate to the context and the task. 

3-4 
The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of 
grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately. The 
student uses a limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

1-2 
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The student shows little 
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately. The 
student uses a very limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 
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Assessment Objective 4 
 
Research project essay   AO4 

Mark Descriptors 

17-20 

Excellent critical and analytical response 
Excellent knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  
Students consistently select relevant information to support their arguments.  They 
consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating an 
excellent evaluation of the research topic. 

13-16 

Good critical and analytical response 
Good knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. Students 
often select relevant information to support their arguments.  They often use appropriate 
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a good evaluation of the research topic. 

9-12 

Reasonable critical and analytical response 
Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. 
Students sometimes select relevant information to support their arguments.  They 
sometimes use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a 
reasonable evaluation of the research topic. 

5-8 

Limited critical and analytical response 
Some knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. Students 
occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments.  They occasionally use 
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a limited evaluation of the 
research topic. 

1-4 

Very limited critical and analytical response 
A little knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. Students 
rarely select relevant information to support their arguments.  They rarely use appropriate 
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited evaluation of the research 
topic. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the question. 

 
 
AO4 marks should be awarded for relevant evidence drawn from the student’s individual 
research (ie evidence beyond that in the written source text provided) and for the success 
with which students use that evidence in their essay. (For examples, see items not 
marked as AO2 in indicative content).  
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Indicative content  
 
 
06  Research topic:  The role of women in Bengali society 
 
• Origins of Women’s Day (AO2) 
• Women’s status in the family (AO2) 
• Changing attitude of women (AO2) 
• Impact of educated/working women on the family(AO2) 
• Balancing the responsibilities of women at home and at work (AO2) 

 
• Changing role of women in developing countries 
• Independence for women  
• Positive changes to traditional attitudes 
• Family commitments versus career demands 
• Equal opportunities for women 
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07  Research topic:  Child labour in Bengali society 
 
• Daily life of child labourers in Bangladesh and West Bengal (AO2) 
• Nature of work/earnings of these children (AO2) 
• Health/education for these children(AO2) 
• Government initiatives to facilitate education for these children (AO2) 
• Protest against child labour worldwide (AO2) 

 
• History of child labour in Bangladesh and West Bengal 
• Attitudes to child labour in Bengali-speaking world 
• Success of national and international political initiatives past and present to address this issue 
• Impact of child labour on mass education of Bengali society 
• Charitable initiatives to improve the future for these children 
 
 
08 Research topic:  Tourism in Bengali-speaking countries    
 
• Tourists attracted initially by gastronomy can also enjoy other tourist attractions (AO2) 
• Economic impact of these tourists through creating jobs (AO2) 
• Gastronomy used to market the area to tourists as it is very visual (AO2) 
• Local produce is sought after by the restaurants (AO2) 
• Greater use of technology to promote gastronomy and tourism (A02) 
• Increased awareness of different cultural heritage through food tourism  
• Chefs from around the world visit and learn the skills of the local Bengalis  
• Sharing of traditional dishes of the many different regions raises awareness and a desire to 

visit. 
• Popularity of street food, particularly among young people 
• Examples of specific successful tourist attractions which focus around gastronomy 
 
09 Research topic:  Emergence of Bangladesh 
 
• Origins of the Language movement (AO2) 
• Emergence of Pakistan/cultural and regional disparity between East and West Pakistan (A02) 
• Protest amongst Bengalis in East Pakistan against decision to establish Urdu as state 

language of Pakistan (A02) 
• Recognition of Bangla as state language of East Pakistan (A02) 
• Recognition/observance of International Mother Tongue Day(A02)   
 
• End of British rule in Indian sub-continent  
• Mass movement of Bengalis to establish Bangla as the parallel state language alongside Urdu. 
• Mass revolt in 1969  
• Emergence of Bangladesh in 1971 
• Impact of the Language movement in achieving the independence of Bangladesh 
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