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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 
questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 
this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts.  Alternative 
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for.  If, after the 
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 
paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
 
    

Copyright information 
 
AQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for AQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for their own 
internal use, with the following important exception: AQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is acknowledged to a third 
party even for internal use within the centre. 
 
Copyright © 2020 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 
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Section A 
 
Comprehension questions to be answered in target language but with no AO3 marks 
 
Where the natural answer to a question consists entirely or partly of words or phrases from the text, 
students may use that material without rephrasing it.  Minor spelling errors which do not distort the meaning 
will be tolerated. However, the AO2 mark will not be awarded for a response in which the student includes 
irrelevant material or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original 
which does not match the phrasing of the question set. 
 

Qu. Accept Mark Notes 

 
 

01.1 

Any 2 from 3 
• Mwi‡ei g‡Zv  (1) 
• Mvwo-‡Nvov wQ‡jv bv/ïay GKUv cvjwK wQ‡jv (1) 
• ci‡bi Kvco wQ‡jv mv`vwmav (1) 

  

2 

Accept: 
Ae ’̄v wb‡P †b‡gwQ‡jv 

 

 

†ivRKvi 

Kvco/mv`vgvUv  
 

Qu. Accept Mark Notes 

 
01.2 

The following or similar 
• PvKi‡`i _vKvi RvqMvq (1) 

 
1 

Accept: 
Av Í̄vbvq 

 
Qu. Accept Mark Notes 

 

 

01.3 

Any 3 from 4 

• gyLUvq KvuPvcvKv †Muvd (1) 
• gy‡Li Pvgovq Uvb cov (1) 
• M¤¢xi/DMÖ †gRvR  (1) 
• KK©k ¯̂‡i/Mjvq K_v e‡j (1) 

 

3 

Accept: 
†LvuPv `vwo-†Muvd 

Pvgov KuzPKv‡bv 

†gRvRx 

bxim  

 
Qu. Accept Mark Notes 

01.4 

The following 2 or similar 
• co‡Z bv PvB‡j gv wKQz g‡b Ki‡Zb bv/covi Rb¨ †Rvi 

Ki‡Zb bv/wkÿK‡K we`vq K‡i w`‡Zb  (1) 
+ 
• GLbKvi gv‡qiv Kov/covi Rb¨ †RvivRywi/ eKvewK  

K‡ib                                               (1) 

2 

Accept: 
gv nvm‡Zb/g‡b 

Ki‡Zb †ewk ÿwZ 

n‡e bv/g~j¨ w`‡Zb bv 
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†Rvi K‡ib/e‡Kb/ 

g~j¨ †`b  

Summary question  
 

Qu Accept Mark Notes 

02 

Bullet 1 
Any 2 from 3 
• cÖwZUv †gwk‡b Aí mg‡q A‡bK †fvU  

†bIqv hvq    (1) 
• cÖ‡Z¨K †fvUvi ïay GKeviB †fvU w`‡Z cv‡i (1) 
• wmj gvivi e`‡j ïay †evZvg wUc‡Z nq (1) 

 
 

2 

Accept: 

G‡KKUv †gwk‡b cÖPyi 

†fvU MÖnY Kiv hvq  

†fvU Pzwi Kiv hvq 

bv/mn‡RB †fvU 

†`Iqv hvq 

 

Bullet 2 
The following 2 or similar 
• GKB †gwk‡b GKvwaK wbe©vPb m¤¢e          (1) 
•  †fvU MYbv Ki‡Z Lye Kg mgq jv‡M        (1)     2 

Accept: 
Aí mg‡q †fvU MYbv 

†kl nq 

GK †gwk‡b †ek 

K‡qKUv wbe©vPb Kiv 

hvq  

Bullet 3 
The following 3 or similar 
• †fvU‡K‡› ª̀& `jxq †jvKRb Xz‡K c‡o Ges †cvwjs 

G‡R›U‡`i †ei K‡i †`q (1) 
• bZzbfv‡e †cÖvMÖvwgs K‡i †fvU Pzwi K‡i/wbe©vP‡bi  

djvdj cv‡ë †`q  (1) 
• bKj ¯§vU© KvW© w`‡q †eAvBbxfv‡e †fvU †`q (1) 

  

  

3 

Accept: 

†fvU‡K‡› ª̀ `jxq 

†bZvKg©x‡`i ûgwK 

bKj Kv‡W© †fvU 

†`Iqv  

 

 
 
 
 
 
The marks for content (AO2) and language (AO3) are awarded independently.  Long summaries will be 
marked for content (AO2) or language (AO3) only as far as the first natural break (usually the end of a 
sentence or main clause) between 90 and 100 words.  Short summaries are not subject to an automatic 
penalty but in practice are unlikely to include all the required content points and will therefore be self-
penalising. 
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The AO2 mark is awarded for content points which contain the required information, regardless of 
whether those points are expressed in the student’s own words or are partly or wholly lifted from the text. 
However, no AO2 mark will be awarded for a content point where the student includes irrelevant material 
or copies inappropriately from the stimulus, eg by ‘lifting’ an element from the original which does not 
match the phrasing of the bullet point.* ‘Lifted’ language will not be eligible for credit when the AO3 mark 
is awarded. 
 
*Generic example of ‘lifted’ language:  
 
1  
Text includes Having finished her studies, she became a doctor.  
Summary task includes the bullet point  • What she did before becoming a doctor  
Correct answer is She studied  
Student writes in response to that bullet point Having finished her studies, she became a doctor  
No credit for AO1 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no credit 
for AO3 because of lifting.)  
 
2  
Text includes … because computers will replace teachers  
Summary task includes the bullet point  • Technological changes anticipated  
Correct answer is Computers will replace teachers or, to demonstrate successful manipulation  
Teachers will be replaced by computers  
Student writes in response to that bullet point because computers will replace teachers  
No credit for AO1 because the response does not match the phrasing of the bullet point. (Also no credit 
for AO3 because of lifting). 
 
Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 
 
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 
 
Minor errors include: 
incorrect but close to correct spellings. 
 
Serious errors include: 
incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms and incorrect use of pronouns. 
 
Complex language includes: 
use of pronouns of all types 
tenses that support conceptual complexity 
connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 
constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 
use of present and past participles. 
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Mark AO3 quality of language marks in reading summary tasks 

5 
The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors.  The student 
shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex 
language accurately where required by the task. 

4 
The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors.  The 
student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate 
complex language accurately where required by the task.  

3 
The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors.  The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate 
complex language accurately where required by the task.  

2 
The language produced contains many errors.  The student shows some grasp of 
grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately where 
required by the task.  

1 
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature.  The student shows little 
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately where 
required by the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 
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Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.1 T / m = mZ¨ 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.2 NT / ? = D‡jøL †bB 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.3 T / m = mZ¨ 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.4 NT / ? = D‡jøL †bB 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.5 T / m = mZ¨ 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.6 F / wg = wg_¨v 1  

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

03.7 F / wg = wg_¨v 1  
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Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.1 

 
The following or similar 
• wek¦vqb/†hvMv‡hvM e¨e ’̄vi 

DbœwZ/MYgva¨‡gi cÖPviYv    (1) 

 
 

1 
 
 

        

cÖhyw³i cÖfve 

 

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.2 

The following 2 or similar 
• aywZ/jyw½/kvwo ci‡Zb      (1) 
• Mnbvq A½m¾v Ki‡Zb    (1) 

       

2 

 

 

Aj¼vi 

 
 
 

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.3 

The following 2 or similar 
• Zuviv cwðgv gymjgvb‡`i g‡Zv AvPKvb, 

Uzwc I cvMwo ci‡Zb        (1)                    
• Zuv‡`i †cvkv‡K cÖKvk †c‡Zv ag©xq 

Abykvmb/iÿYkxjZv        (1)                                             
 

2 AvenvIqv wbf©i/j¤̂v †cvkvK  

 

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.4 

Any 2 from 3 
• cÖ‡qvR‡b gwnjv‡`i‡K cÖv&qB (evwoi) 

evB‡i †h‡Z nq               (1)                           
• Rb-hvbevnb¸‡jv kvwo c‡i Pjv‡div 

Kivi Dc‡hvMx bq            (1) 
• ¯̂wbf©i gwnjviv/ Kgeqmxiv/kn‡ii 

gwnjviv Zuv‡`i wbR¯̂ iæwP/cQ›` Abyhvqx 

†cvkvK ci‡Qb                (1)                                   
  

2 

 

 

kvwo c‡i ev‡m †Uª‡b DV‡Z Amyweav nq 

 

 

 

 
Qu Accept Mark Notes 

04.5 

The following or similar 
• GLbKvi †g‡qiv Pzj †Qv‡Uv K‡i 

Kv‡U/mvg‡b Pzj †K‡U we‡klfv‡e 

AuvPovq                        (1) 
  

 
 
 

1 

 

 

Pzj Lv‡Uv K‡i 
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Question 5 
 
Translation into English 
Acceptable quality of English in translations into English. 
 
Errors in spelling  
Where the candidate’s attempted spelling is a recognisable form of the correct spelling and does not 
correspond to another English word, the attempted spelling is accepted.  
 
Alternative answers 
Examiners will be provided with a range of alternative answers in mark schemes but in the event that 
these do not legislate for all versions and variations which candidates might produce, the guiding 
principle will be that answers that convey the same intended meaning are accepted.   
 
Successful translation 
Translation will be deemed successful if an English speaker would understand the translation and if each 
element of the original text figures in the translation. 
 
 

Qu 

05 The table below shows the type of answer that is acceptable for each section of the text. 
Award one tick per correct section then use the conversion grid to award a total of 10 marks. 

Box  Accept Reject 

1 Avgvi eqm ZLb GMv‡iv eQi| I was 11 years old at that 
time. 

Very little  

2 evev KvR Ki‡Zb XvKvq| My father used to work in 
Dhaka. 

Verb in wrong tense 

3 gv Avi †ev‡bi mv‡_ With my mother and my 
sister, 

With cousins  

4 
Avwg Avgv‡`i MÖv‡gi evwo‡Z 

_vKZvg| 

I used to live in our house in 
the village. 

We lived in the city 

5 Avgv‡`i evwoUv wQ‡jv cyi‡bv| Our house was very old.  Our sitting room 

6 Zv‡Z wQ‡jv wU‡bi Pvj  There was a tin roof. Old bed 

7 GLv‡b ILv‡b e‡ov e‡ov wQ ª̀| There were big holes here 
and there. 

There were big insects 

8 ˆekv‡Li GK iv‡Z On one night in the Baishakh On one stormy night 

9 gv‡qi mv‡_ Avgiv Nywg‡q cwo 

we slept with mother. We sat with mother 

10 ga¨iv‡Z nVvr So ïiæ n‡jv| 

Suddenly a storm had started 
at midnight.   
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11 cÖej †e‡M evZvm, There was gusty wind, Breeze 

12 
†mBmv‡_ gyljav‡i e„wó I 

eRªcvZ|   

along with heavy rain and 
thunderbolt. 

Thunderstorm 

13 GKUv AvgMv‡Qi Wvj  

A branch of the mango tree  A trunk 

14 
cÖPÐ k‡ã wU‡bi Pv‡j †f‡½ 

co‡jv| 

had fallen on the tin roof with 
a terrible noise. 

The tin roof was broken 

15 Avgv‡`i Nyg †f‡O †M‡jv| We woke up. It made us angry 

16 
f‡q Avgiv gv‡K Rwo‡q 

aijvg| 

We got scared and cuddled 
our mother. 

We cuddled mum with joy 

17 
dz‡Uv w`‡q e„wó covq Avgiv 

mevB wf‡R hvw”Qjvg| 

We got drenched in the 
rainwater coming through the 
holes.  

We played in the rainwater 

18 
gv Avgv‡`i †PŠwKi gvSLv‡b 

ewm‡q  

Mother made us sit in the 
middle of the bedstead 

On the floor 

19 
GKUv †gvUv Kuv_v w`‡q †X‡K 

w`‡jb| 
and covered us with a thick 
quilt. 

Wrapped with a paper 

20 
KLb †h gv‡qi †Kv‡j Nywg‡q 

cojvg  †UiB †cjvg bv| 

We did not realise when we 
had fallen asleep on our 
mother’s lap. 

We woke up 

 
[10 marks] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section B  Research project Questions 6-9 
 
Assessment Objectives 2, 3 and 4 
 
Level of response marking instructions 
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Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor.  The 
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level.  There are marks in each level. 
 
Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer, read through the answer and annotate it (as 
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for.  You can then apply the mark scheme. 
 
Step 1 Determine a level 
 
Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the 
descriptor for that level.  The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in 
the student’s answer for that level.  If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it 
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer.  With 
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the 
lower levels of the mark scheme. 
 
When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in 
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest.  If 
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit 
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within 
the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 material it would be 
placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the level 4 content. 
 
Step 2 Determine a mark 
 
Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark.  The descriptors on how to allocate 
marks can help with this.  The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help.  There will be an 
answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme.  This 
answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner.  You can compare the student’s answer 
with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example.  You can then 
use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the example. 
 
You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and 
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate. 
 
Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners.  It is not intended to be 
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points.  Students do not have to cover all of the points 
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme. 
 
An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks. 
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Assessment criteria 
 
Each assessment objective should be assessed independently. 
 
Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.  Everything that students write must 
be assessed; there is no word limit.  Students writing the recommended length have access to the full 
range of marks. 
 
Assessment Objective 2 
 

Mark AO2 

9–10 

Very good evaluation of the research topic 
 
The relevant information from the written source material has been fully understood.  This 
information is consistently linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 

7–8 

Good evaluation of the research topic 
 
Most of the relevant information in the written source material has been clearly 
understood.  This information is often linked to research findings to form appropriate 
arguments and conclusions. 

5–6 

Reasonable evaluation of the research topic  
 
Some of the relevant information in the written source material has been understood.  This 
information is sometimes linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 

3–4 

Limited evaluation of the research topic  
 
A limited amount of relevant information in the written source has been understood.  This 
information is occasionally linked to research findings to form appropriate arguments and 
conclusions. 

1–2 

Very limited evaluation of the research topic 
  
A very limited amount of the relevant information in the written source has been 
understood.  This information is rarely if ever linked to research findings to form 
appropriate arguments and conclusions. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 

 
For guidance on the evaluation of the written source in relation to the research findings, examiners are 
advised to refer to the indicative content for AO4. 
 
AO2 marks should be awarded for the success with which students have demonstrated their 
understanding of the written source provided and linked information in that source to their research 
findings.  For examples, see items marked ‘AO2’ in indicative content. 
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Assessment Objective 3 

 
Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. 
 
Serious errors are defined as those which adversely affect communication. 
 
Minor errors include: 
incorrect but close to correct spellings. 
 
Serious errors include: 
incorrect verb forms especially irregular forms and incorrect use of pronouns. 
 
Complex language includes: 
use of pronouns of all types 
tenses that support conceptual complexity 
connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses including those requiring subjunctive 
constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct preposition 
use of present and past participles. 
 
  

AO3 

9–10 

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors.  The 
student shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate 
complex language accurately.  The student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate 
to the context and the task. 

7–8 

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors.  The 
student shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate 
complex language accurately.  The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate 
to the context and the task. 

5–6 

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors.  The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate 
complex language accurately.  The student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary 
appropriate to the context and the task. 

3–4 
The language produced contains many errors.  The student shows some grasp of 
grammar and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately.  The 
student uses a limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

1–2 
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature.  The student shows little 
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately.  The 
student uses a very limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 
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Assessment Objective 4 
 
Research project essay   AO4 

Mark Descriptors 

17–20 

Excellent critical and analytical response 
Excellent knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  
Students consistently select relevant information to support their arguments.  They 
consistently use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating an 
excellent evaluation of the research topic. 

13–16 

Good critical and analytical response 
Good knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  Students 
often select relevant information to support their arguments.  They often use appropriate 
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a good evaluation of the research topic. 

9–12 

Reasonable critical and analytical response 
Reasonable knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay. 
Students sometimes select relevant information to support their arguments.  They 
sometimes use appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a 
reasonable evaluation of the research topic. 

5–8 

Limited critical and analytical response 
Some knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  Students 
occasionally select relevant information to support their arguments.  They occasionally use 
appropriate evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a limited evaluation of the 
research topic. 

1–4 

Very limited critical and analytical response 
A little knowledge and understanding of the research topic covered in the essay.  Students 
rarely select relevant information to support their arguments.  They rarely use appropriate 
evidence to justify their conclusions, demonstrating a very limited evaluation of the research 
topic. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the question. 
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0 6 
 

 Research topic: The role of women in Bengali society 
 

  Women empowerment 
 [40 marks] 

   
  Indicative content  

 
The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. 
 
• The concept of women empowerment in the Bangladesh (AO2).  
• Gender equality and the status of women (AO2). 
• The increasing contribution of women in every sphere of the society (AO2). 
• Initiatives taken by the Government to promote women empowerment (AO2). 
• The financial aid from the World Bank and the role of NARI (AO2). 
 
Additional points of indicative content 
 
• Self-reliance – a belief of women in Bengali society. 
• Thoughts of women about working outside the home. 
• A debate on women’s self-respect and equality of rights 
• Ways of encouraging young women towards empowerment 
• Connecting women’s domestic life to their working life  

 
 
0 7 

 

 Research topic: Child labour in Bengali society 
 

  Eradicate child labour and establish childrens rights [40 marks] 
   
  Indicative content  

 
The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. 
 
• Issues about child labour in Bangladesh and West Bengal (AO2). 
• The history of child labour and the fear generated as defined by the ILO (AO2). 
• Educational, financial and social issues followed by the child labour (AO2). 
• Government initiative to facilitate children’s rights and support CRC (AO2).  
• International appeal to establish a National Child Labour Welfare Council (AO2). 
 
Additional points of indicative content 
 
• Nature of work these children are undertaking in Bangladesh and Bengal. 
• Issues and concerns regarding these children’s formal education. 
• Consequences of not obtaining formal education. 
• Initiative taken at the Government level to eradicate child labour. 
• International perspective against child labour in the Bengali-speaking societies. 
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0 8 
 

 Research topic: Tourism in Bengali-speaking countries 
 

  Impact of tourism in the Bengali society [40 marks] 
   
  Indicative content  

 
The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. 
 
• Tourist attractions in the Bengali-speaking countries and its limitations (AO2). 
• Factors behind the exploration of tourist attractions (AO2). 
• Impact of tourism in Bangladesh and benefits it brings for the local communities 

(AO2). 
• Tourist infrastructure and its negative consequences (AO2). 
• A way forward to promote tourism in Bangladesh (AO2). 
 
Additional points of indicative content 
 
• Main tourist attractions in Bangladesh and West Bengal.  
• Reasons for increasingly attracting the world’s tourists.  
• Tourism and its impact on the new generation in Bengali society. 
• Tourist infrastructure and retention of Bengali culture. 
• Promoting tourism globally using the new technology. 
 

 
0 9 

 

 Research topic: Emergence of Bangladesh 
 

  Liberation war in Bangladesh [40 marks] 
   
  Indicative content  

 
The indicative content is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive. 
 
• The liberation war of Bangladesh and the main causes behind it (AO2) 
• The cancellation of the 1970’s election by the Military Government in Pakistan (AO2) 
• The mass revolt against the ruling body of Pakistan (AO2). 
• The mass killing in East Pakistan in March 1971 by the Pakistani Army (AO2). 
• The liberation struggle and the role of the Mukti Bahini in the emergence of 

Bangladesh (AO2). 
 
Additional points of indicative content 
 
• The inspirations of Liberation Movement on the new generations. 
• Beginning of the Liberation Movement. 
• The regional disparity and the cultural differences. 
• Inspirational speech of Bangobondhu and the revolt of the Bengalis.  
• Genocide by the Army Government and the role of Mukti Bahini to liberate the 

country. 
 

 
 
 
 




