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Introduction 
This exemplar material serves as a general guide. It provides the following benefits to a teacher: 
 
 Gives teachers an appreciation of the variety of work that can be produced for this unit 
 
 Shows how the mark scheme has been applied by a senior assessor 

 

It is important to make the point that the teacher support materials play a secondary role to the 
Specification itself.  The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies 
what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course.  At all times, therefore, this 
teacher support should be read in conjunction with the Specification.  If clarification on a particular 
point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.  
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Moderator’s Commentary: Candidate A  
G053 Developing and creating websites                  
Total mark for portfolio: 44 (Max. 50) 

This portfolio illustrates the work of a candidate who has evaluated two commercial websites that 
are similar to the one that they then go on to develop and create. The candidate provides 
annotated printouts of their 18 page website in WYSIWYG format, identifying the features and 
techniques used in each of the web pages. The candidate explains how they edited and created 
HTML code and shows how they tested their site. Finally the candidate has evaluated their 
website, the tools used and their performance.  

The candidate has clearly planned the content and layout of the pages and used suitable 
information/layout for their audience. The banner requirements have been fully met. The work is 
well structured, with each task clearly defined, making it easy to follow and assess. The use of a 
contents page, while not required, helped in identifying specific items within an individual task. The 
pages have been numbered electronically within documents which does not aid the assessment 
process. However, the whole portfolio has been page numbered by hand, although some of these 
numbers are difficult to read on the scanned copy. 

Task a 

The candidate has given no indication as to the purpose of task a or the reason for the choice of 
the websites evaluated. It is also unclear why the specific pages were chosen. Whilst this is not a 
requirement of the task, it would help the assessor to understand their choices.  
 
The candidate has evaluated two websites: ‘Bob the Builder’ (www.bobthebuilder.com/uk) and 
‘When we were kids’ (www.wwwk.co.uk). The candidate has provided annotated screenshots of 
two pages from each site, the homepage and an activities page from the ‘Bob the Builder’ site and 
the homepage and the Andy Pandy page from the ‘When we were kids’ site. The annotation 
includes identifying the different features and whether the candidate likes or dislikes each feature.  
 
The evaluation of the sites is to be found on pages 1 -22. After each annotated screenshot, the 
candidate has provided a table giving a description of each feature identified, as well as a critical 
evaluation of the feature, and reasons for its inclusion or exclusion from their own site. Whilst these 
are not detailed, they do show a thorough understanding of what makes a good or bad website. 
 
The candidate has included an evaluation of both the design and structure of the sites evaluated 
as well as an evaluation of the features included on the pages seen. It is unclear why only those 
pages have been evaluated, although there is sufficient evidence for a mark in mark band 3. The 
lack of detail regarding the structure and design of the sites means a mark in the middle of the 
mark band is appropriate.  
 
Mark Band 3                                      Mark Awarded: 4 (Max. 5) 

GCE in Applied ICT   Candidate A G053: Developing and creating websites 4 of 12 

http://www.bobthebuilder.com/uk
http://www.wwwk.co.uk/


 

Task b (i) 

The candidate has provided evidence in the planning stage of their portfolio of a storyboard, 
description of the features to be used, structure diagram, description of style sheets to be used, a 
task list, index of pages and files to be used. 
 
The candidate starts the task by explaining what their site is to include and exactly who it is to be 
aimed at, namely children between the ages of 3 and 10. They then go on to explain their choices 
for font style and colour, a list of and then an explanation of which features will be consistent 
across the 18 pages, their choice of background colour, the name of the site and an explanation of 
the content and layout of most of the pages to be produced. The candidate has given reasons for 
their choices and has ensured that the content and layout is suitable for their audience, as well as 
using some of the ideas gained from task a. 
 
The candidate has then given detailed plans of 12 of the pages to be created. Whilst this does not 
cover all the pages actually created, there is sufficient evidence of planning at least three pages, 
as required by the banner. The plans, on pages 42 – 53, together with the explanation of features, 
on pages 23 – 41, is sufficiently detailed for a third party to implement the creation of the site, 
although this is not a requirement of the task. 
 
The candidate has included a table containing details of different types of structure diagrams. 
Whilst a structure diagram is required, it is not necessary to investigate and describe different 
types of website structure.  
 
The task list is clear and easy to follow. It has no timings or deadlines but this is not a requirement; 
the task list is merely something to aid the candidate in their planning and time management. The 
index of pages is clear and easy to follow, however, the index of files to be used should be a list of 
filenames and where they are to be stored rather than a screenshot of files used after the website 
has been created.  
 
Finally, the candidate reiterates their choice of font, colours, graphics and hyperlinks to be used 
and gives clear explanations for them on pages 56 - 57 as well as throughout pages 23 – 41.  
 
The candidate has included all the necessary plans required for mark band 3. The detail in the 
explanations of choices made and the explanations of the content and layout for the storyboards is 
sufficient for a mark at the top of the mark band. 
  
Mark Band 3                                      Mark Awarded: 6 (Max. 6) 

Task b (ii) 

The candidate has included, on pages 69-74, information about service providers, broadband 
speeds, LAN, hosting sites and disk space/bandwidth rates. Whilst this may be an aid to the 
candidate understanding where to eventually upload the site, it is not required.  
 
The candidate has provided, on pages 73-74, choices for different top level domain names and 
reasons for their preferred choice. These include .com, .net and .co.uk and also different 
subdomain names such as dml, down memory lane and reveal the past. It is important to note that 
both top level and subdomain name choices are required for mark band 3. The maximum mark is 
appropriate. 
 
Mark Band 3                                      Mark Awarded: 3 (Max. 3) 
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Task c (i) 

The candidate has created an 18 page website that fits together well. The layout is consistent and 
professional in appearance and its colourful layout should appeal to the intended audience as well 
as to the adults who may have to help their children to use the site. 
 
The candidate has used hyperlinks, images, sound and video effectively, as well as including a 
feedback form. Sounds included are the theme tunes for each TV programme, which plays in the 
background of each page. There are also links to videos of different programmes that can be 
watched. Scrolling marquees and mouse over images make the pages more interesting for 
children. Interactive buttons are provided as links to other pages on the site as well as logo 
hyperlinks to other websites at the bottom of every TV programme main page. A ‘Top of page’ 
anchor also appears on many of the pages. 
 
A comment form is included allowing parents or children to fill in their own details and ask 
questions or send comments to the provider. These comments are also shown on a further page. 
The form includes text boxes of various sizes as well as Yes or No tick boxes. Both reset and send 
buttons are available to use.  Another interactive feature included within the site is a search facility.  
 
Due to the professional look of the site and the effective use of a large range of features, the 
maximum mark is appropriate.  
 
Mark Band 3                                      Mark Awarded: 7 (Max. 7) 

Task c (ii) 

The candidate has provided an explanation of how to create/insert all of the features used 
throughout their site. For example, how to create a DHTML effect can be seen on pages 107 – 
108. This, on its own, would not be sufficient as an explanation of design techniques used, as 
required by mark band 3. It would, however, be sufficient for mark band 2; describing some of the 
design techniques used. This candidate, however, has then gone on to explain their reasons for 
including the features or techniques within their site. The explanation for DHTML effects can be 
seen on page 120, for example, providing the additional evidence required for mark band 3. 
 
Whilst much of the evidence for task c (ii) can be found in the section labelled task c(ii), some can 
also be found in task d, namely pages 121- 154. Setting up style sheets, templates and the 
inclusion/editing of JavaScript is seen and their inclusion is also explained.  
 
A maximum mark is appropriate for the evidence provided.  
 
Mark Band 3                                      Mark Awarded: 8 (Max. 8) 

Task d 

Many of the pages with task d are not required and are more appropriate to task c(ii), namely 
pages 121 – 143, which give an explanation of how style sheets and templates were created. They 
add nothing to task d and make it difficult to follow.  
 
The candidate then goes on to explain JavaScript that was used and edited on pages 144 – 154. 
These pages, again, add to the work in task c(ii) but are not appropriate for task d, where the 
candidate is expected to show their knowledge and understanding of HTML. 
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The candidate has not evidenced any explanation of three different script commands as required 
for mark band 1. They have edited HTML code on three occasions, as seen on pages 154-160, but 
they have not evidenced the adding of HTML script commands for an additional component as 
required for mark band 2.  
 
Since the candidate can clearly edit code and must, therefore, have a working knowledge and an 
understanding of the code itself, a mark in mark band 2 is a best fit solution. However, the 
omission of adding code and explaining code means that the bottom mark is appropriate. 
 
Mark Band 2                                      Mark Awarded: 3 (Max. 6) 

Task e 

For task e, candidates are demonstrating their testing procedures and providing evidence that 
thorough testing has been carried out. 
 
The candidate has evidenced testing using different resolutions and different browsers with a 
statement only. Ideally these should be backed up with screenshots.  
 
Scrolling marquees and sliding images have been tested with multiple screenshots showing the 
text and/or image in different positions across the screen. This is very good practice. Testing for 
these can be seen on pages 162 – 164.  
 
Evidence of hyperlink testing is shown using printouts from the program used to create the 
website. This shows how the links are set up and which way the links work. All hyperlinks are 
evidenced as working. If this is not available, then screenshots showing the testing would be 
appropriate. 
 
Each page is then tested by means of a table showing what is to be tested, the expected and the 
actual outcomes. Ideally, there should be some evidence of the testing having taken place.  
 
Finally, the candidate includes some user questionnaires evaluating the site. Whilst these are 
useful, the testing should be carried out by the creator of the site, not users. However, the 
questionnaires do serve to show whether the site meets the needs of the user. The candidate has 
not evidenced whether the site meets the design specification outlined in task b (i). They have 
made comments on the evaluation regarding the design specification and how they followed it, but 
these are too vague to award a maximum mark.  
 
Overall the middle in mark band 3 is appropriate.
 
 
Mark Band 3                                      Mark Awarded: 5 (Max. 6) 

Task f 

The candidate has provided a report that is well structured, easy to follow and with few spelling, 
punctuation or grammar errors.  
 
The candidate first evaluates critically each of the features/techniques used and then goes on to 
evaluate each page in turn. Strengths and weaknesses are given and the candidate is open and 
honest about the weaknesses of the site. Feedback from users is taken into account and 
improvements given based on their feedback, as well as the candidate’s own judgements. This is 
well written and interesting to read. It shows a thorough understanding of what was required for the 

GCE in Applied ICT   Candidate A G053: Developing and creating websites 7 of 12 



 

GCE in Applied ICT   Candidate A G053: Developing and creating websites 8 of 12 

site and where the site met the brief, as well as where it fell short of it. However, it is very long, 24 
pages for the evaluation of the website alone, much of which is repetitive.  
 
The candidate then goes on to evaluate their own performance. The candidate has been 
methodical and has critically evaluated each of the design, implementation and testing processes. 
They have given both strengths and weaknesses and used these to provide improvements.  
 
This is a good critical analysis overall and fulfils most of the requirements of mark band 3. 
However, the repetitive nature of the report and its length mean a maximum mark is not 
appropriate.  
 
Mark Band 3                                      Mark Awarded: 8 (Max. 9) 

 
Total mark for portfolio: 44 (Max. 50) 

 
 



 

G053 Assessment Evidence Grid 
Unit G053:  Developing and creating websites 
What candidates need to do:: 
Evidence needs to include: 
a: [AO2]  an evaluation of commercial websites that have been downloaded  [5]; 
b: [AO2/3]  analysis and design notes for a website that has at least three pages together with detailed plans for publishing their website  [9]; 
c: [AO1]  annotated printouts of the candidate’s web pages in WYSIWYG format identifying the features and techniques used in the web pages  [15]; 
d: [AO3]  annotated printouts of the candidate’s web pages in HTML format identifying edits to script commands to change page layout  [6]; 
e: [AO4]  documentation of website testing  [6]; 
f: [AO4]  evaluation of both the candidate’s website and the components used to produce it, and of their own performance  [9]. 
How the candidate will be assessed:  

Task Assessment 
Objective Mark Band 1 Mark Band 2 Mark Band 3 Mark 

Awarded 

a AO2 

The candidate comments on the features in 
the commercial web pages and states how 
these have provided ideas for their own 
website; 
 
 [0 1] 

The candidate describes the features in the 
commercial web pages and explains clearly 
their reasons for choosing/not choosing the 
features in web pages and how these have 
provided ideas for their own website; 
 [2 3] 

The candidate evaluates critically the design 
and structure of at least two existing 
commercial websites, clearly identifying how 
the features have provided ideas for 
inclusion or exclusion in their own website. 
 [4 5] 4/5 

b(i) AO3 

The candidate produces an analysis of the 
website to be produced and planning 
documentation including structure diagrams, 
a storyboard, an index of pages to be used 
in the site and a task list or action plan; 
The candidate has little or no explanation for 
the choice of font style, graphics, colour and 
hyperlinks they plan to use; 
 
 [0 1 2] 

The candidate produces an analysis of the 
website to be produced and planning 
documentation including structure diagrams, 
a storyboard, an index of pages and files to 
be used in the site and a task list or action 
plan for a hierarchical or mesh website; 
The candidate has some explanation for the 
choice of font style, graphics, colour and 
hyperlinks they plan to use; 
 [3 4] 

The candidate produces a detailed analysis 
of the website to be produced and detailed 
planning documentation including structure 
diagrams, a storyboard, an index of pages 
and files to be used in the site and a task list 
or action plan for a hierarchical or mesh 
website; 
The candidate clearly explains the reason for 
the choice of font style, graphics, colour and 
hyperlinks they plan to use; [5 6] 6/6 
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Unit G053:  Developing and creating websites (continued) 

Task Assessment 
Objective Mark Band 1 Mark Band 2 Mark Band 3 Mark 

Awarded 

b(ii) AO2 

The candidate identifies the preferred 
domain name and home-page location to set 
up and install web pages on an 
internal/external site so that website visitors 
can access their pages; 
 
 
 
 [0 1] 

The candidate identifies the preferred 
domain name and home page location to set 
up and install web pages on an 
internal/external site so that website visitors 
can access their pages in the correct 
sequence; 
The candidate clearly explains the reason for 
the choice of preferred domain name and 
home-page location;  [2] 

The candidate identifies the preferred domain 
name and home page location to set up and 
install web pages on an internal/external site 
so that website visitors can access their 
pages in the correct sequence; 
The candidate clearly explains the reason for 
the choice of preferred domain name and 
home-page location giving appropriate 
alternative options; [3] 3/3 

c(i) AO1 

The candidate creates a multiple-page 
website using two from hyperlinks, 
multimedia and interactive features;  
 [0 1 2] 

The candidate creates a multiple-page 
website making effective use of hyperlinks, 
multimedia and interactive features; 
 [3 4 5] 

The candidate creates a high quality 
multiple-page website making effective use 
of an extensive range of hyperlinks, 
multimedia and interactive features. [6 7] 7/7 

c(ii) AO1 

The candidate identifies the design 
techniques, hyperlinks, multimedia and 
interactive features used;  [0 1 2] 
 

The candidate describes some of the design 
techniques, hyperlinks, multimedia and 
interactive features used; [3 4 5] 

The candidate fully explains each of the 
design techniques, hyperlinks, multimedia 
and interactive features used. [6 7 8] 

8/8 

d AO3 

The candidate demonstrates knowledge of 
HTML by explaining three different script 
commands; 
 
 
 
 
 [0 1 2] 

The candidate demonstrates understanding 
of HTML script commands by explaining 
three different script commands, editing 
HTML script commands to change page 
layout and adding HTML script commands 
for at least one additional component from 
graphic, table or hyperlink components; 
 [3 4] 

The candidate demonstrates understanding 
of HTML script commands by explaining 
three different script commands, editing 
HTML script commands to change page 
layout and adding HTML script commands 
for a comprehensive range of additional 
components. 
 [5 6] 3/6 

e AO4 

The candidate produces a basic test plan 
and provides evidence that they used it to 
carry out tests to check that the website 
meets the design specifications produced in 
task b(i) and is functional; 
 
 [0 1 2] 

The candidate produces a test plan and 
provides evidence that they used it to carry 
out testing of their website to ensure that the 
website meets the design specifications 
produced in task b(i) and is fully functional; 
 
 [3 4] 

The candidate produces a detailed test plan 
and provides evidence that they used it to 
carry out thorough testing of their website to 
ensure that the website meets the design 
specifications produced in task b(i) and is 
fully functional, revising the website if 
necessary. [5 6] 5/6 
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f AO4 

The candidate comments on how well their 
website met the needs of the users and the 
effectiveness of the components they 
included; 
The candidate comments on their actions 
and role in creating the website and 
identifies areas for improvement; 
The candidate’s report may contain errors in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 [0 1 2 3] 

The candidate identifies strengths and 
weaknesses in both their website and the 
components they included; 
The candidate includes an analysis on their 
own performance in designing, implementing 
and testing the website by identifying 
strengths and weaknesses, with some 
suggestions for improvement to the overall 
process of designing, implementing and 
testing the website; 
The candidate’s report contains few errors in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar; 
 
 
 
 [4 5 6] 

The candidate provides a critical analysis of 
their website, giving reasons for the 
components they included, analysing their 
strengths and weaknesses taking into 
account any comments received from visitors 
to their website and suggesting and justifying 
improvements that they could make;  
additionally, the candidate provides a critical 
analysis of the approach they took to 
designing, implementing and testing the 
website and suggest how they would refine 
their approach in the future; 
The candidate’s report is consistently well-
structured and there will be few, if any, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
 [7 8 9] 8/9 

Total mark awarded: 44/50 



 

Candidate’s work – Part 1 
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